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Beloved of the LORD,

As a sequel to the theme of the previous issue, “Primacy of God’s Word in the Ministry of 

the Church”, we have included the last five sermons from the 4th Missionary Conference 

of Gethsemane B-P Church (June 23-27, 2014). These sermons that we publish are of great 

value to the church and individual Christians, especially so in a time of tragic erosion of 

confidence in the perfection and sufficiency of God’s Word.

For decades, there have been deliberate and systematic campaigns to divert the 

attention of the church from the authoritative and perspicuous truths of the Scriptures. 

Consequently, churches and their leaders have turned to unbiblical sources to nurture 

the life of the people within the church. The culture within modern churches clearly 

demonstrates that the efforts of the apostate teachers and compromising leaders have 

succeeded in removing the respect for the law of God from the hearts of churchgoers.

Churches everywhere are facing catastrophic collapse of doctrinal and moral purity, 

having abandoned the Scriptures as their definite and impeccable ministry-resource. 

And yet, many appear to cherish a strange, unfounded confidence and optimism that 

everything in the churches is getting on just fine and will only get better. Such lack of 

discernment and unwillingness to accept the prevalent erosion of faith and morality, will 

lull churches into spiritual complacency at best, and at worst subvert their witness and 

spiritual life!

We pray that the sermons which we publish in this issue would awaken church leaders 

and members unto prayer for renewal and revival of our churches.

“Revive Thy work, O Lord:

Thy mighty arm make bare;

Speak with the voice which wakes the dead,

And make Thy people hear!” 

- Albert Midlane 

We would also like to notify all our readers that this is a combined publication of two 

issues, namely the September-October Issue and November-December Issue. In this regard, 

this will be the last issue for 2014.

May the Lord be gracious to grant all of you a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year!  

Heartily in His service,

Prabhudas Koshy

Editorial
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We are living in the last days when 

the Word of God is so despised and 

neglected. The church today is very ill and 

sickly, extremely malnourished and unhealthy. 

There is a falling away from the faith today as 

predicted in Scripture. The Protestant churches 

all began well because of their good spiritual 

roots in the 16th-century Reformation. 

But these Protestant churches—Anglican, 

Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, Brethren, 

Presbyterian—are one by one departing from 

the faith today, even returning to the Roman 

Catholic fold. The abundant evidence of this 

is well known and documented. Thank God 

that “Nevertheless he left not himself without 

witness” (Acts 14:17), for there are faithful 

remnants within these churches who continue 

to stand firm and hold fast to the truth.

Apostasy always begins when one starts to 

have a low view of God’s Word, that is, when we 

no longer see the Holy Scriptures as divinely 

inspired and perfectly preserved, when we 

deny that the Scriptures are totally infallible 

Jeffrey Khoo

The Preaching 

of the Word  

in the Church
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and inerrant, or when we no longer deem the 

Scriptures to be our sole, supreme and final 

authority of faith and practice. Granted, there 

are churches with constitutions that reflect 

these statements of faith, but in reality and in 

practice, they do not show they truly believe 

what they claim to believe. This is hypocrisy!

That is why the Apostle Paul charged each 

and every minister of the Gospel in 2 Timothy 

4:1-5, “I charge thee therefore before God, 

and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 

the quick and the dead at his appearing and 

his kingdom; preach the word; be instant in 

season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 

with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the 

time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 

they heap to themselves teachers, having 

itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears 

from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, 

do the work of an evangelist, make full proof 

of thy ministry.”

Primacy of Preaching

There is an urgent need today to put the Bible 

back to its rightful place in the life and ministry 

of the church. The Word of God should be 

central in every church and that is why the 

pulpit ministry is so important. Hymns that 

we sing must be full of Scripture. Our order of 

worship must be biblical. Sunday school is not 

playtime for our children but a time for them 

to be taught God’s Word fully and thoroughly. 

There must be a constant study and exposition 

of the Scriptures in our fellowship meetings 

and activities.

The Apostle Paul here reminds Timothy 

and all of us concerning the primacy of 

biblical preaching in the life and ministry of 

the church. So, what must we do with God’s 

Word—the infallible and inerrant Word 

which we have in our hands today? With all 

solemnity and great urgency, Paul expressly 

says, preach—“Preach the word”! When you 

preach the Word, the power of the Word is 

released. Preach the Word! It is a command. 

The preaching ministry is something we must 

do; it is not an option. It is the mainstay, the 

staple of church life and growth. It must be 

a regular feature and, therefore, be given top 

priority in the church.

Power of ScrIpture

And what do we preach? We must preach the 

Word, i.e. the Holy Scriptures. The context in 2 

Timothy 3:16-17 tells us in no uncertain terms, 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 

furnished unto all good works.” It is only the 

Word of God that can make us perfect in Christ; 

that is why the Scriptures must be central in the 

life and ministry of the church, hence Paul’s 

injunction to Timothy to “Preach the word”.

It is only the Word that can convict and 

convert sinners, not our eloquence nor our 

persuasiveness nor our intelligence. It is 

Scripture alone. “So then faith cometh by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 

(Romans 10:17). It is the preached Word of 

God and the Word faithfully preached that can 

change lives. Assuredly, the Lord has promised 

that once His Word goes forth and goes out, it 

will not return to Him void (Isaiah 55:11). “For 

the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 

sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 

even to the dividing asunder of soul and 

spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 

discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 

heart” (Hebrews 4:12).

The Word of God is effective. It will 

accomplish what it has intended to do, whether 

we like it or not. Once the Word of God goes 

out, it will have its powerful effect either to save 

you or to condemn you. If you will be humble 
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to receive it, the Word saves. But if you reject 

and rebel against it, it destroys, and you are 

condemned in your sins. Either way, positive 

or negative, it will have its effect and will do its 

divine work. Let us make sure we receive the 

Word of God in the right manner, and that we 

hear the preaching of God’s Word with rightly-

attuned minds and hearts.

Preach Christ  

Not Self

It is important that we preach the Word and 

not ourselves. The Apostle Paul said, “For we 

preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; 

and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake” (2 

Corinthians 4:5). We must preach nothing else 

but Christ, Christ and Christ! The preacher 

must always be mindful to hide behind the 

cross, behind his Lord and His Word. The 

preacher must scrupulously listen to himself 

to see that he is not preaching “I, me, myself ”, 

but rather pointing and directing people to 

the Lord Jesus Christ and to His Word. The 

preacher must ensure that the people, after 

having heard the Word, go away thinking and 

meditating on Christ and His Word—which 

will in turn induce them to ponder how they 

must love their God and their Saviour more, 

how they must know and study His Word 

much more, and how they must repent of 

their sins and obey His Word ever more.

Be Ever Ready

Furthermore, we need preachers to “be instant 

in season, out of season”. To be instant means 

to be ready. In order to be ready, the preacher 

must equip himself fully and comprehensively 

with the Word of God. The preacher must be 

instant, ready to preach and teach God’s Word 

in good times and in bad times, in times of 

freedom and in times of persecution, in times 

of poverty and in times of prosperity. The 

preacher must be ready 24 hours a day, just 

like the fireman. He must always be ready to 

answer the call of duty. He must always be 

ready at a moment’s notice to rush to the scene 

and deliver God’s Word to those in need. The 

ministry of preaching is thus a vocation and 

not a profession. There is no time to waste, no 

time at all.

Elements of 

Preaching

So we must preach the Word, and be ever 

ready to “reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine”. Evidently, 

preaching consists of these elements: there 

is reproof, there is rebuke, and there is 

exhortation. The word “reprove” speaks 

of teaching the truth and exposing error. 

Satan is ever ready to introduce heretical 

and seductive doctrines. That is why the 

preacher must correct and warn against 

that which is erroneous and harmful to 

our faith.

Not only must the preacher reprove, 

he must also rebuke. He must rebuke sin 

and sinners. The truthful and faithful 

preaching of God’s Word must inevitably 

offend. The preacher of God’s Word has 

to be “offensive” because he is preaching 

(and thus on the offensive) against sin and 

error! The preacher is not there to please 

man but God. The Apostle Paul said, “For 

do I now persuade men, or God? or do 

I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased 

men, I should not be the servant of Christ” 

(Galatians 1:10).

Jeffrey Khoo
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And not only must the preacher reprove 

and rebuke, he must also exhort. Now, 

reproving and rebuking are the negative 

aspects of the preaching ministry. Exhorting, 

on the other hand, is positive. The word 

“exhort” here has to do with encouragement. 

The preaching must certainly also be 

encouraging. When faithfully done, the 

preaching can indeed comfort and heal, just 

like the surgeon who cuts and removes the 

bad part from the body, and then stitches 

up the wound and applies the needed 

medication. So the preaching ministry must 

strike this biblical balance of negative and 

positive preaching.

Longsuffering and 

Doctrine

How do we go about doing this? We must 

go about this “with all longsuffering and 

doctrine”. Longsuffering has to do with 

patience—patience with people. Sometimes, 

the preaching ministry can be very trying and 

very frustrating. This is because when people 

do not respond rightly to the preaching of 

the Word, the preacher may get discouraged 

and frustrated. As such, the preacher has 

to cultivate the virtue of longsuffering. He 

needs to be patient with people. He needs to 

be sympathetic and compassionate, and wait 

on the Lord to work in the lives of His people 

according to His own good time. So, when 

there are no immediate fruits or results, he 

must not give up but keep on preaching.

We must preach with all longsuffering 

and doctrine. Doctrine is not dry. When 

truthfully and faithfully preached, doctrine 

is very lively, exciting, powerful. It stirs the 

heart, and it stimulates the mind to want to 

know more and more about spiritual and 

eternal truths that are found in Christ and in 

His Word. Doctrine has that gripping effect. 

But we must make sure it is sound doctrine, 

not personal opinions or human wisdom but 

divine revelation and Scripture.

Don't Be Puppets and 

Parrots

Why must we do all these things? This is 

because the time will come, indeed has 

come, when people will no longer endure 

sound doctrine. Those who go to church do 

so to have their ears tickled. They want to 

hear only what they want to hear: “When I 

am no good, please tell me that I am good. 

When I am sick, tell me I am well. When I 

am dirty, tell me I am clean. Tell me what I 

want to hear. Don’t tell me what I don’t want 

to hear.” They want preachers who are their 

“puppets” and “parrots”!

The “puppet” and “parrot” preachers are 

many today. They are not true shepherds 

of God’s flock but hirelings, “whose God 

is their belly, and whose religion is their 

kitchen”. Their overriding motivation is, 

“You pay me well, I’ll do what you say.” Such 

preachers, together with their hearers, would 

rather believe in a lie than in the truth. The 

faithful preacher, on the other hand, must 

not give up doing that which is right. He 

must continue to preach the good news of 

Jesus Christ and the whole counsel of God. 

Being full of the Spirit and full of Scripture, 

the faithful preacher “can do nothing against 

the truth, but for the truth” (2 Corinthians 

13:8). And the truth is “only Jesus saves”; the 

truth is “the Bible is 100% perfect without 

any mistake”; the truth also means “biblical 

separation”! May the Lord give us more of 

such preachers today, who fear only God and 

not man. Amen.
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Prayer is the means by which the believer 

communicates with God and knows Him 

intimately. Throughout the Bible, we have 

the command not only to pray (cf. Luke 18:1, 

Matthew 6:9; 26:41), but also to pray at all 

times (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:17). It is God’s 

appointed means whereby we receive what 

we ask of Him. Question 98 of Westminster 

Shorter Catechism tells us, “Prayer is an 

offering up of our desires unto God, for things 

agreeable to his will, in the name of Christ, 

with confession of our sins, and thankful 

acknowledgment of his mercies.”

The truth is that prayer cannot be detached 

from God’s Word. Without the Word, there 

would be no commands to pray, no assurances 

that our prayers would be heard and no 

teachings on how we ought to pray. Without 

a proper understanding of prayer according 

to God’s Word, our so-called prayers would 

be like the ritualistic practices and vain 

repetitions of the pagan religions. Conversely, 

God’s Word makes us realise the importance, 

basis and biblical manner of prayer, as well as 

the hindrances to it.

Importance of Prayer
Prayer is extremely vital because it is 

necessary to the salvation of the Christian 

(cf. Romans 10:9). No man or woman should 

expect to be saved if he or she does not pray. 

Yes, salvation is by grace through faith, but 

nowhere in the Bible is it stated that a man 

can have salvation without “asking” for it. 

No man can receive the pardon of his sins 

unless he lifts up his heart and pray.

Paul Cheng

Prayer&
The Word 
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Assuredly, the important part prayer 

plays in the Christian ministry is highlighted 

throughout Scripture. In the Acts of the 

Apostles, there was recorded for us the 

amazing growth of the early church (Acts 

2:41, 47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7), which later extended 

beyond Jerusalem unto the regions of Samaria, 

Syria and Asia Minor (Acts 8 onwards). 

Farther and farther the Gospel message had 

spread, so much “so that all they which dwelt 

in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 

both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:10). This 

exponential church growth can be traced to 

a humble prayer meeting in an upper room, 

where the disciples had assembled together 

and “continued with one accord in prayer 

and supplication” (Acts 1:13-14). Had these 

not waited upon God according to the Lord’s 

Word, the New Testament church (which 

began with 11 frightened disciples assembling 

behind closed doors for fear of the Jews) could 

not have become a powerful witness which 

“turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6)!

This preoccupation with prayer was 

further evident in the apostles’ administration 

of the church. In Acts 6, there was a situation 

in which the Grecians murmured against 

the Hebrews “because their widows were 

neglected in the daily ministration”. The 

apostles had many duties and one of their 

primary responsibilities was to preach the 

Word of God, thus they were unable to 

effectively care for the needs of all the widows. 

Upon exhorting the brethren to look out for 

“seven men of honest report, full of the Holy 

Ghost and wisdom” whom they may appoint 

to minister to the widows, the apostles gave 

themselves “continually to prayer, and to the 

ministry of the word” (Acts 6:1-4). Such is the 

overriding importance attached, and hence 

top priority given, to prayer in the ministry 

of the church.

Throughout Scripture, we have ample 

instances of praying men, the supreme 

example being the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ 

knows the Father and is known of the Father 

perfectly, yet the Son of God is a man of prayer 

(cf. Luke 6:12; Matthew 14:23). If prayer is 

indispensable in Jesus’ earthly ministry, what 

more in ours? If we are prayerless, are we not 

proudly exclaiming that we are better than 

the early church brethren, the apostles and 

ultimately the Lord Jesus Christ, in that they 

all took time to commune with the heavenly 

Father while we do not?

Basis of Prayer
The only way we can go to the Father in prayer 

is through the Son, Jesus Christ. “Seeing then 

that we have a great high priest, that is passed 

into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, …

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne 

of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 

grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 

4:14-16). Grace refers to God’s undeserved 
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and unmerited favour, love and forgiveness 

that free sinners from the consequences of 

sin. Mercy shows God’s forbearance in not 

inflicting punishment on the lawbreaker; it 

frees sinners not only from the consequences of 

sin, but also from the miseries that accompany 

it. Surely, we need the grace and mercy of God! 

But on what basis can sinful men and women 

“come boldly unto the throne of grace” into 

the presence of a perfectly righteous and holy 

God? Certainly not on the basis of our own 

merit and goodness, but “Having therefore, 

brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by 

the blood of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19).

As our Substitute in obeying all the 

law on man’s behalf, Christ has earned the 

righteousness for us. As the Great High 

Priest in laying down His life, He suffered the 

punishment on our behalf as the only ransom 

that can satisfy the demands of God’s law 

and justice, for “without shedding of blood 

is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22). As God’s 

blood-bought children, we stand before God 

in Christ, “by whom also we have access 

by faith into this grace wherein we stand” 

(Romans 5:2).

It is thus in Christ’s name that we can 

be saved, and now draw nigh to God with 

boldness and pray with confidence. Christ 

is our Advocate and Intercessor, Who is ever 

willing to present the prayers of those who call 

upon Him, that their prayers may ascend unto 

the throne of God as a sweet savour. Indeed, 

the stuttering prayer of a poor Christian is a 

weak thing in itself, but once it is led by the 

Spirit of God (Romans 8:26) and endorsed by 

the hand of the Great High Priest (Hebrews 

4:14-16), it becomes mighty and powerful.

Hindrances to Prayer
The obvious reason why many Christians are 

powerless and ineffective is because of their 

neglect of prayer – “ye have not, because ye ask 

not” (James 4:2b). We are powerless because 

we are prayerless! Very often, we do not have 

the things that we earnestly desire and need, 

simply because we do not ask. Having said 

that, our prayers can still be hindered due to 

several reasons:

Wrong Motives

We may pray but still not obtain what we have 

prayed for because we “ask amiss” (James 4:3a). 

Admittedly, what hinders our prayers is that we 

ask for things with the wrong motives, for self-

promotion or for lustful gratification, “that ye 

may consume it upon your lusts” (James 4:3b). 

To be sure, our desires may be strong and 

we may even resort to extreme measures, as 

indicated by the phrase, “Ye lust, and have not: 

ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: 

ye fight and war” (James 4:2a). Yet all would 

be futile if we pray amiss. Why do we pray for 

an increase in church attendance or for more 

ministries to be established? Are we obsessed 

with the numbers game? Asking God out of 

selfish reasons will cause our prayers to go 

out of alignment with God’s will. The supreme 

motive for our prayers should be that God be 

glorified (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:31).

Unrepented Known Sin

Sins in our lives must be confessed and 

repented of, otherwise God will not hear our 

prayers. “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 

Lord will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18). Our 

devotions, service, church attendance and 

Paul Cheng
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even doctrinally sound theology will not make 

any difference to our prayers if we have known 

sin that is not forsaken. “He that covereth his 

sins shall not prosper” (Proverbs 28:13a). Sin 

always brings with it consequences, as the 

prophet Jeremiah had (without mincing his 

words) declared, “Your iniquities have turned 

away these things (that is, rain and harvest), and 

your sins have withheld good things from you” 

(Jeremiah 5:25). We must constantly examine 

ourselves lest when our prayers are not heard, 

we become fretful and blame God, and finally 

stop praying altogether. Unmistakably, sin in 

our life will choke the channel through which 

God answers our prayers (cf. Isaiah 59:1-2).

Unforgiving Spirit

We know in the light of Mark 11:24-26 that 

an unforgiving spirit will definitely hinder 

our prayers. We are forgiven sinners, but 

God cannot deal with us as forgiven sinners 

if we are not forgiving towards those who 

have sinned against us. How many estranged 

church leaders have prayed for unity and 

harmony in the church but deep down in 

their hearts, they are unwilling to resolve 

their differences? How many husbands and 

wives have prayed for reconciliation in their 

married life but in the innermost recesses of 

their hearts, they are unwilling to forgive the 

other party? It goes without saying that their 

prayers will be hindered!

Biblical Manner of Prayer
Jesus assured His disciples that “whatsoever 

ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that 

the father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 

shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it” 

(John 14:13-14). To pray in Jesus’ name is 

not a magical formula that obligates God to 

answer our selfish requests. Rather, it is to 

make our requests consistent with His will 

(1 John 5:15). God’s will is revealed through 

His Word (cf. Galatians 1:3-4; 1 Peter 2:13-

15; 4:19; 1 Thessalonians 4:3; 5:18), and He 

makes His will clear to those who seek it 

with an obedient heart. God has given to the 

believers the indwelling Holy Spirit, Who 

will guide us to pray according to His will (cf. 

Romans 8:26-27).

It is vital that Christ’s words abide in us, 

so that we may pray in accordance with His 

truth (John 15:7). This can only happen if we 

abide in Him by studying and obeying His 

commandments diligently (John 15:10). Thus, 

the Apostle John said, “And whatsoever we 

ask, we receive of him, because we keep his 

commandments, and do those things that 

are pleasing in his sight” (1 John 3:22). God’s 

promise to answer prayers is made to those 

who diligently study and obey His Word.

Conclusion
Prayer plays a primary and essential role in the 

ministry of the church and in the life of the 

believer. Without prayer, we would become 

self-reliant, self-confident, presumptuous and 

proud. When we do not pray, it is like telling 

God that we do not sense our need for Him. 

Without the Word of God, we will never be 

able to understand anything about prayer. 

Praise be to God who has preserved for us 

His infallible, inerrant Word that we may 

understand and pray in a manner glorifying to 

His name. Amen.
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God’s children are not perfect, for they still 

succumb to sin. As long as they remain in 

this mortal flesh, they are ever susceptible to 

sin. When they repent of their sins and make 

right their relationship with God, then holiness 

will prevail once more in their lives.

Sinners in this world need to see true 

holiness from genuinely born-again believers. 

Holiness is commanded by God. Holiness 

has always been God’s uncompromising 

requirement from all His people in both the 

Old and New Testaments. “Speak unto all 

the congregation of the children of Israel, 

and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the 

LORD your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2). 

“Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be 

sober, and hope to the end for the grace that 

is to be brought unto you at the revelation 

of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not 

fashioning yourselves according to the former 

lusts in your ignorance: but as he which hath 

called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 

conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; 

for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:13-16).

Primary Concern of  

Church Discipline

When a believer realizes that he has sinned 

against God, he will genuinely and sincerely 

repent of his sins. He does this because he has 

experienced the grace and mercy of God in his 

life, and he knows that the Son of God, Jesus 

Christ, died a most painful and shameful 

death on the cross for him. To remain in 

sin after what Christ has done for him is 

unthinkable! He knows that to do so would be 

the height of ingratitude. Holiness to him is 

his daily heart’s cry.

THE WORD     
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However, when professing believers, who 

are members of local churches, remain in sin 

and have no desire to get rid of sin, then the 

church has to discipline them. If the church 

does not discipline them, the church would then 

be sending the message that it condones and 

even endorses the sin. Nevertheless, discipline 

must not be perceived as punishment, unlike 

how a judge punishes a criminal after the latter 

has been convicted of his crime. The church 

is not to be seen as a court of law. The leaders 

of the church are not judges. They are under-

shepherds of the flock of Christ. They are 

also called “overseers” who take oversight of 

the spiritual well-being of God’s people, like 

parents in a home overseeing the well-being of 

their children. The administering of discipline 

is to bring erring Christians back to God so 

that they will walk in holiness once more.

Unquestionably, the name of Christ is 

shamed when professing Christians do not 

repent of their sins. Sinners are stumbled and, 

if in the end they die without turning to Christ, 

are most certainly condemned to spend eternity 

in hell – all because of these sinful professing 

believers who dishonour Christ’s name. To 

uphold the honour of Christ’s name must be of 

utmost concern to leaders in churches; it is thus 

their moral duty to discipline sinful professing 

Christians for Jesus’ sake!

Fallacies regarding Church Discipline

Awful as it may sound, one of the greatest 

fallacies in some churches today is the notion 

that “pastors are the Lord’s anointed and cannot 

be touched at all on this earth, regardless of 

what they do!” Pastors who teach and believe 

this awful lie are prime candidates to sin. They 

are preparing the ground for “getting away” 

with sin! Christians must be discerning to stay 

far away from churches where pastors preach 

and “constitutionalize” such falsehood.

If anything, pastors and elders are to be 

subject to the highest standard of holiness 

in every church. If they are not prepared 

to subject themselves to such impeccable 

standards, then they should not be elders and 

pastors in the first place (cf. 1 Timothy 3:1-7). 

Therefore, when they commit a scandalous sin, 

they must not only be chastised by their fellow 

elders, they must also be rebuked before the 

whole congregation so that others may fear (cf. 

1 Timothy 5:19-21)!

Yet another false teaching espoused by 

church leaders who do not and dare not 

discipline is, “Let God discipline them!” Yes, 

God will discipline when He needs to, but this 

must not be used as an excuse by leaders for 

not disciplining their members. God raises up 

His under-shepherds to nurture, protect and 

care for His flock on the earth. This means that 

when the sheep go astray, they must be brought 

back; and when they refuse to come back, then 

they must be disciplined. Leaders who abdicate 

their disciplinary duties will be deemed to have 

failed God and God’s people!

Purposes of Church Discipline

Having said that, church discipline is not an 

aimless endeavour. Its forms and purposes 

have been carefully delineated by God. The 

forms of church discipline include admonition, 

rebuke, suspension, deposition and as a last 

      CHURCH DISCIPLINE
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resort, excommunication. The first two are the 

mildest forms of church discipline which can 

be done by any leader in the church, such as a 

deacon, elder or pastor. The last three are more 

severe and are to be carried out carefully in 

consultation with the Board of Elders.

The following are four vital purposes of 

church discipline that believers must take note 

of, in order to guard the purity of the witness 

of God’s church in a world that is dying in sin:

That Erring Christians may Recover from 

the Devil’s Snare

“And the servant of the Lord must not strive; 

but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

in meekness instructing those that oppose 

themselves; if God peradventure will give them 

repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

and that they may recover themselves out of 

the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by 

him at his will” (2 Timothy 2:24-26).

Since believers on earth are to be God’s 

witnesses, Satan, the prince of this world, will 

constantly hinder their witness. The devil 

delights nothing better than to see professing 

believers remain in sin. This way he does not 

have to do anything to bring shame to the name 

of Christ. Church discipline will, however, 

deliver professing believers from their sins. This 

must be done gently and patiently, but always 

firmly. Those who are in sin have to be taught 

from God’s Word – not by any man-centred 

reason – and told to stop sinning. If a sinning 

Christian is ever to be restored, God must grant 

repentance so that he will know the truth and 

be delivered from the snare (that is, trap) of the 

devil. Nothing other than God’s truth can set a 

person free when his misguided mind is snared 

by a wrong or false doctrine. He literally has 

been “taken captive” by the devil. The purpose 

of such patient instructing is to help the erring 

Christian “recover” himself, i.e. to regain his 

senses by seeing and acknowledging the error 

of his ways, and thereby turn back to God’s 

truth. Through this restoration, he will be 

rendered to do God’s will again in his life.

An example of such erring believers today 

would be those who attack the Bible and teach 

that it has mistakes. They have been ensnared 

by the devil and need to be taught the truth 

in meekness. In opposing themselves by 

embracing such a grievous error, they are, in 

effect, transgressing against God by attacking 

His holy and perfect Word. They thus need to 

humble themselves and acknowledge their 

error and thereby be delivered “out of the 

snare of the devil”. Scripture says that this is 

the way “they may recover themselves” from 

the devil’s trap.

That Erring Christians may be Sound in the 

Faith and Keep to the Truth

“For there are many unruly and vain talkers and 

deceivers… Wherefore rebuke them sharply, 

that they may be sound in the faith; not giving 

heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of 

men, that turn from the truth” (Titus 1:10-14).

Part of church discipline is to rebuke sharply 

those who teach or preach wrong doctrines. To 

keep silent when the Word of God is attacked is 

to give tacit approval to their attacks. The church 

leaders have no choice but to speak up in verbal 

or written form. A stand must be taken on the 

side of truth and the error exposed for what it 

is, so that other believers might be instructed 

and not be deceived. A case in point is the carnal 

lifestyle promoted by the Cretians of the New 

Testament times. The Apostle Paul affirmed the 

witness of their own prophet that “The Cretians 

are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies” (v. 12). 

They are called “slow bellies” because they were 

lazy and all they cared about was to eat and drink. 

They must be stopped at all costs, for they had 

already damaged the lives of many by subverting 

(overthrowing) “whole houses”, i.e. families of 

Christians, “for filthy lucre’s sake” (v. 11).
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Like in Paul’s days, modern perpetrators 

of such evil teachings and lifestyle must be 

rebuked sharply so that their errors are exposed 

and stopped in order that “they may be sound 

in the faith”. Only then will they not continue to 

turn to cunningly devised fables and man-made 

commandments, and be drawn away from the 

truth. Chief of these “modern Cretians” are the 

many pastors of today who do not care one bit 

for the spiritual well-being of the congregation. 

Instead, they use the congregation to further 

their own agenda. Having evil and wicked 

motives, their lives are characterised by lies. 

They feed their lust for filthy lucre on those 

who have money. These crafty men have 

invariably enjoyed unhindered success in their 

ploy whenever rich gullible ones fall prey to 

their exploitation. Tragically, churches have 

been split by such carnal leaders. If they are 

not exposed, more Christian families will be 

destroyed! Scripture says such disciplinary 

measure is God’s provision to keep soundness 

in the faith and prevent veering from the truth.

That Erring Christians may Learn not to 

Blaspheme

“Holding faith, and a good conscience; which 

some having put away concerning faith have 

made shipwreck: of whom is Hymenaeus and 

Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, 

that they may learn not to blaspheme” (1 

Timothy 1:19-20).

Unfortunately, the sad reality is that there 

will be those professing Christians who refuse 

to repent of their sins. Then the church has 

no option but to excommunicate them. Their 

names have to be mentioned to the whole 

congregation with their sins accurately listed 

so that others may fear. The congregation 

ought also to know that all biblical measures 

have been carried out to restore them to the 

Lord, but these have been blatantly rejected. 

In such instance, the congregation will be 

told to pray for them but to have no spiritual 

fellowship with them until they realize their 

sins and repent. Cutting off such blatantly 

erring members from Christian fellowship 

will help truly born-again believers to realize 

their own transgressions. If they are truly born 

again, they will be able to accept such a painful 

treatment. This is part of the working of the 

Holy Spirit’s indwelling in the life of a born-

again believer, who has been endowed with a 

desire for Christian fellowship upon salvation. 

Unquestionably, the members of the Christian 

community have to be warned about such men 

who, in effect, are contradicting their faith and 

“blaspheming” God with their persistence in 

sin. Much like Hymenaeus and Alexander 

of Paul’s day, who not only “put away” their 

conscience by rejecting godly counsel and 

admonition, but also “shipwrecked” the faith 

of others. In order that they be not allowed to 

hurt others anymore, they have to be “delivered 

unto Satan”. 

To “deliver unto Satan” means “to let Satan 

do what he pleases”. Satan’s affliction upon 

such an one could include grievous diseases 

and bodily pain, as indicated in 1 Corinthians 

5:5, “To deliver such an one unto Satan for the 

destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may 

be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” In this 

instance, it is better therefore for such an one 

to die physically and be with the Lord, than be 

allowed to continue to stumble others by his 

unrepentant life of sin as a believer on earth! 

While the sin mentioned in 1 Corinthians 5 is 

with reference to fornication, the sin mentioned 
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in 1 Timothy 1 is far more damaging. It is the 

sin of blasphemy, which means Christ’s name 

is impiously spoken against. Such erring 

Christians’ practice and doctrine undermine 

the faith of others! Such “blasphemers”, in 

“having put away” their faith and conscience, 

are to be “put away from among yourselves” (1 

Corinthians 5:13), i.e. to be excommunicated. 

They have to be handed over to Satan to be 

punished so that they will be taught not to 

“blaspheme” anymore. Excommunication has 

the idea of handing the person over to Satan! 

Scripture says such drastic measure must be 

resorted to when all else fail. Church discipline 

is not a sentimental affair.

That Erring Christians may be Restored

“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 

which are spiritual, restore such an one in the 

spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest 

thou also be tempted” (Galatians 6:1).

The most ardently hoped-for outcome 

of church discipline is assuredly spiritual 

restoration of the erring believer. This 

restorative purpose should underpin the 

arduous and patient efforts of church leaders 

who faithfully administer church discipline. 

When a believer is in sin, he is like a 

damaged product. He is a broken machine 

that needs repairing; he has lost his witness for 

Christ. This “machine” needs to be restored 

completely to its proper image. This image has 

to be repaired by another believer who is more 

mature (and who must do so in meekness so 

that he does not fall into sin himself). The word 

“restore” refers to the repairing of nets (cf. 

Matthew 4:21). It means to repair thoroughly 

or completely what is torn. To be sure, when 

the believer is in sin, the image of Christ in 

him is damaged. Scripture says the onus is on 

the one who is spiritual to help such an one 

through the Word of God, so that the image of 

Christ (which is one of holiness) in the erring 

believer will be seen again.

Conclusion

The Word of God has given God’s people 

the divine provision for church discipline, 

which is the solemn responsibility of church 

leaders. They must not shrink from it when 

the circumstances call for it. In fact, it is a most 

loving thing to do to confront and correct an 

unruly, erring church member. Unpleasant 

though it may be, the church is not here to 

“save” the erring member’s face; rather, the 

church exists to “save” that person’s spiritual 

life. “Brethren, if any of you do err from the 

truth, and one convert him; let him know, that 

he which converteth the sinner from the error 

of his way shall save a soul from death, and 

shall hide a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20).
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Imagine attending a church fellowship 

meeting, with the theme of the night being 

“How many pizzas can you eat?” or “How 

far can you spit?” or any suchlike frivolous, 

outrageous subject. Today, it is not surprising 

to hear of church fellowship groups trying to 

“outdo” each other with such programmes 

in order to get the crowds into their church. 

And when attendees soon become jaded with a 

certain wild programme, they will seek crazier 

activities elsewhere. Is this what true church 

fellowship is about?

We shall consider firstly what God’s Word 

says about fellowship, then why God’s Word 

must have primacy in Christian fellowship, 

and finally how to ensure that God’s Word 

does have primacy in our fellowship.

 
 

God’s Word must have the paramount 

say about church fellowship. What was 

fellowship like in the New Testament church? 

The Greek word for “fellowship” (koinonia) 

describes a community relationship in 

which there is sharing and participating in 

something common. We can see this lived 

out in Acts 2:42-47.

3000 souls were added in one day to the 

newborn church when God used the Apostle 

Peter’s preaching on “the same day” (Acts 

2:41). Subsequent to salvation, we read that 

the believers “continued stedfastly in the 

apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in 

breaking of bread, and in prayers” (v. 42). 

A new community in which a very unique 

fellowshipping among the people had begun. 

The basis of their commonality was Christ. 

How often were they found together? “Daily” 

(v. 46)! What did their activities centre upon? 

They focused on the apostles’ doctrines, 

breaking of bread, and prayers (v. 42)! Their 

activities and practices did not constitute 

communism but rather, communalism. They 

had genuine care for each other, which was 

manifested in very practical ways (vv. 44-45). 

No one was forced to do anything; they did so 

“with gladness and singleness of heart” (v. 46). 

They were very united in faith and genuine 

love for the Lord and for each other. Families 

learnt God’s Word together, their children 

interacted with one another, and individuals 

cared for one another physically and 

spiritually. They came together corporately 

to the temple, as well as in smaller groups 

in homes. Such a fellowship concept was 

unlike anything the world had ever known, 

whereby both rich and poor (from all walks 

of life) enjoyed a strong bond because of their 

commonality in Christ. Such characteristics 

of fellowship in the New Testament church 

came about only because of the ongoing 

preaching and teaching of God’s Word.

For God’s Word to have primacy in our 

church fellowship, we must ask the following 

questions: Is the focus of our fellowship the 

study of God’s Word? Does the fellowship 

provide support and encouragement for one 

another within the group? Is there prayer? 

The answers must, of course, be in the 

affirmative.

 
 

 

It is instructive to note how Peter concluded 

his sermon in Acts 2:40, effectively giving 

the thrust of his message, saying, “Save 

yourselves from this untoward generation.” 

In the subsequent fellowship that emerged, 

the believers gravitated towards each other 

in fellowship and away from the untoward 

(crooked or warped) generation. “Save 

yourselves” literally means to extricate, to run 

away from something as if it were a plague.
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An untoward or warped generation is a very 

apt description of our times. This generation 

promotes premarital sex as the way to know 

if a couple are compatible. Homosexuality is 

something to “boast” about, teaching atheism 

in schools is society’s “duty” to “protect” 

children, and the list goes shamefully on. The 

world is relentlessly vying to change the way 

people think by inundating and bombarding 

them with such godless and sinful world views, 

which are so readily available “at the click of 

a mouse”. It is said that on top of the weekly 

regular 30 hours students spend in school and 

adults at work, an equal amount is easily spent 

surfing the net and watching TV / movies at 

home. Even believers are not unaffected; when 

they allow themselves to be shaped to think 

like the world instead of thinking biblically, 

it no wonder that many begin to doubt their 

faith. Young people are not getting the needed 

answers in church to deal with the many 

questions they have about life’s issues and 

problems. Many end up spending more time 

listening to the world than to God’s Word. The 

world seems to be getting into the minds of 

Christians and few are equipped to refute the 

pernicious worldly ideas and philosophies. 

How can our fellowship help believers to 

get “re-wired” so as not to be warped by the 

pervasive influence of the world around them? 

Nothing short of God’s Word will do.

Without question, Scripture must have 

primacy in our church fellowship. This will 

augment the preaching at worship services 

and prayer meetings. Church fellowship 

affords an opportunity for helping believers 

handle questions they face and build up their 

convictions through the systematic teaching 

of the Word. Only God’s Word can prevent 

our minds from getting distorted by the world 

and put that protective “shield” around our 

children’s minds. Christian parents may send 

their kids for leadership and self-improvement 

courses, but the one thing that will impact 

them like nothing else could is for them to be 

constantly exposed to the Word of God. This 

applies to parents and every believer alike. 

Church fellowship is the environment God has 

created for believers to “consider one another 

to provoke unto love and to good works” 

(Hebrews 10:24), with biblical doctrinal 

teaching as the means of grace to transform lives 

in this warped generation. That is why God’s 

Word must have the primacy in fellowship 

groups, much like the fellowship environment 

in Acts 2, where they “continued stedfastly in 

the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship”.

 
 

Since the Word is key, it behoves churches to 

appoint the right people to handle the Word 

of life. Only trained and spiritually mature 

believers who have proven themselves should 

be considered. We must beware of relegating 

the leadership and the teaching of Scripture 

in young people’s fellowship to untrained and 

immature young people. That would be like the 

blind leading the blind, resulting in the young 

generation becoming the weakest link in the 

church’s future. For fellowship programmes 

to have proper oversight, trained mature 

individuals who can systematically teach the 

Word should be selected. Such fellowship 

leaders themselves must also have the 

conviction regarding the paramount emphasis 

on teaching the Word instead of fun, music and 

entertainment. It would be in the fellowship’s 
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best interest to require all such to demonstrate 

that they have a systematic personal study of 

the Word themselves (and, if possible, to take 

theological courses on an ongoing basis as 

well). Otherwise, how can they rightly divide 

the Word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15)?

Biblical church fellowship must not be taken 

for granted. Members need to avail themselves 

and endeavour to attend the fellowship 

gatherings in order to gain from them. “Let us 

hold fast the profession of our faith without 

wavering … and let us consider one another 

to provoke unto love and to good works: not 

forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 

as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 

another and so much the more, as ye see the 

day approaching” (Hebrews 10:23-25). In 

less than one generation, the Jewish church, 

which started so well in fellowship, had begun 

to decline in “the assembling of (themselves) 

together”. Some evidently had the habit of 

avoiding church fellowship. The epistle to the 

Hebrews was written to warn them against 

this subtle tendency, as well as to remind them 

of their duty to “consider one another”, i.e. to 

watch out for each other. If any is observed 

to be faltering in his Christian walk, we have 

a duty to bring the Word to encourage and 

provoke such an one “unto love and to good 

works”. This is crucial in these days of apostasy. 

Thus, true believers ought to be thankful and 

not be offended when concerned brethren seek 

to draw them back to church fellowship. As a 

parting shot, while the church must ensure 

that fellowship groups exist and appoint sound 

teachers of the Word to take charge, we as 

members must exert ourselves to take good 

advantage of such biblical fellowship, to keep 

ourselves from “this untoward generation”.

To reiterate, the Holy Scriptures must take 

precedence over all other considerations in 

the focus and activities of Christian fellowship. 

Only God’s Word can change lives, hence its 

teaching must take the highest place in our 

fellowship for any fellowship to be of spiritual 

benefit to God’s children at all. There is a saying, 

“What you win them with, you win them to.” 

If you attract people to church fellowship with 

entertainment, they will eventually be bored 

and leave. But if you attract people with good 

teaching from the rich mine of God’s Word, 

the sheep will keep coming – because they hear 

their Shepherd’s voice – and their lives will be 

transformed! May God help us to truly give His 

Word the primacy in our church fellowship.
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The 

Word by the Church
Defence of the 

Jeremiah 23:16 -22
 
16 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not 

unto the words of the prophets that prophesy 

unto you: they make you vain: they speak 

a vision of their own heart, and not out of 

the mouth of the LORD.17 They say still unto 

them that despise me, The LORD hath said, 

Ye shall have peace; and they say unto every 

one that walketh after the imagination of his 

own heart, No evil shall come upon you. 18 For 

who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, 

and hath perceived and heard his word? who 

hath marked his word, and heard it? 19 Behold, 

a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in 

fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall 

grievously upon the head of the wicked. 20 The 

anger of the LORD shall not return, until he 

have executed, and till he have performed the 

thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall 

consider it perfectly. 21 I have not sent these 

prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to 

them, yet they prophesied. 22 But if they had 

stood in my counsel, and had caused my people 

to hear my words, then they should have turned 

them from their evil way, and from the evil of 

their doings.
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W ill it surprise you that some of the worst 

attacks on God’s Word have come from 

within the church? When non-churchgoers, 

who make no claim on the Christian faith, 

attack or despise the Bible, we could “turn a 

blind eye” without being unduly perturbed. 

But when those who call themselves Christians 

– even leaders and pastors of churches – 

disregard, disrespect and detest the truths of 

the Bible, the Bible and the church at large are 

under severe attack! In times like these, the 

church must consecrate herself and muster her 

strength to defend the veracity and authority 

of the Bible. No other institution on earth has 

been appointed by God to declare and defend 

the Word. It is the church which God has 

commissioned to be the custodian of His Word. 

As is mentioned in 1 Timothy 3:15, “the church 

of the living God” is “the pillar and ground 

of the truth”. So the church should not fail to 

recognise her duty to declare and defend the 

Word. It therefore behoves us to approach this 

topic with the correct mindset and attitude.

Can Puny Man Defend  
God’s Mighty Word?

At this juncture, it is imperative for us to 

consider whether we need to defend the Word 

of God at all. Is not the Bible able to defend 

itself? Is it not powerful enough to defend its 

truths against its attackers? Or is the Word of 

God so defenceless and destitute that we need 

to render our help to defend it? So, when 

we say that we need to defend the Word, are 

we not making the Bible look weak? After 

all, the Bible teaches us to “defend the poor 

and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and 

needy” (Psalm 82:3); but nowhere does it say, 

“Defend the rich and mighty”.

Moreover, does not the Bible teach us that 

God is our Defender, and His Word a shield 

unto His people? In Zechariah 9:15, we read, 

“The LORD of hosts shall defend them”. The 

LORD is the Defender of His people! Psalm 

91:4 says, “He shall cover thee with his 

feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: 

his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.” 

Is not the Bible an unfailing, impregnable 

bulwark by itself? How can we defend God’s 

Word, when we can’t defend ourselves? Since 

we ourselves need to be defended by the truth 

of God’s Word, how can we be in a position to 

defend the Word?

We should not approach this topic as 

though we have what it takes to defend the 

Word. Who among us has the power to do 

so? Can this preacher convince you that you 

have the power to defend the Word? Make 

no mistake about it, any careless thinking 

or conduct towards God’s Word will be like 

the presumptuousness of Uzza, who stretched 

out his hand to hold the ark of the covenant 

when the oxen (pulling the cart carrying the 

ark) stumbled, and was thereby struck down by 

the wrath of God (1 Chronicles 13:9, 10). God 

forbid that I should unwittingly stir you to think 

that the Word will fail without us defending it. 

May we not become so puffed up to think that 

God’s Word will perish without us.

Haven’t you read in Psalm 29:4, “The 

voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice 

of the LORD is full of majesty”? What can 

puny men like us do for the Word of God 

that is full of divine majesty? Jeremiah 23:29 

declares, “Is not my word like as a fire? saith 

the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh 

the rock in pieces?” Now, which one of you 

can break the rock with your bare hands? 

Whose fist is so strong to cleave the rock in 

twain? Even if all of us (about 270) gathered 

here, were to give the hardest blow, will the 

rock be broken? Dear folks, when we handle 

God’s Word, whether we propagate, preach 

or defend it, we should not take glory to 

ourselves. Our prideful attitude towards 

God’s Word will destroy us. God’s Word is 

a consuming fire! It is the hammer that can 

crack rocks and crush them into powder. Let 

us be careful how we think of our role with 

respect to God’s Word.
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Sobering Attitude towards  
Defending God’s Word

No preacher, whether he is expounding the 

Word or conducting an apologetics class in 

defence of the Word, should ever think that 

God and His Word are “defenceless”. God and 

His Word are not powerless nor vulnerable. 

He is the Almighty; hence, His Word self-

enduring. As Isaiah 40:7-8 declares, “The 

grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the 

spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the 

people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower 

fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for 

ever.” 1 Peter 1:25 also says that “the word of 

the LORD endureth for ever”.

No one has what it takes to protect the 

Word. Besides, no man is worthy to take God’s 

Word in his mouth. Without God’s sanctifying 

work in us, we are unfit even to utter His Word. 

“But unto the wicked God saith, What hast 

thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou 

shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth?” 

(Psalm 50:16). “Who shall ascend into the hill 

of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy 

place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure 

heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto 

vanity, nor sworn deceitfully” (Psalm 24:3-4). 

None of us by himself is fit to be a defender 

of God’s Word. Should the weight of God’s 

judgment as revealed in His Word come upon 

us, we will surely perish in a flash!

Therefore, the proper attitude to have is a 

desperate cry – “Have mercy on me, LORD, 

that we may serve Thee!” Our confidence is 

not in ourselves, but in God’s mercy. Let the 

preacher say, “The LORD has helped me to 

preach His Word.” We do well to remember 

Paul’s testimony in 1 Corinthians 15:10 – “But 

by the grace of God I am what I am”; and also 

in Ephesians 3:7, 8 – “Whereof I was made a 

minister, according to the gift of the grace of 

God given unto me by the effectual working of 

his power. Unto me, who am less than the least 

of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 

preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 

riches of Christ”. Let all who labour in His 

church say, “God has shown great mercy to use 

us.” Let those who give generously and those 

who sing praises to God in choirs alike say, 

“We serve God because He has mercy on us, 

so blessed be His name.” Otherwise, He will 

detest our self-assumed roles as “propagators” 

and “defenders” of God’s Word. To get off on 

the right foot, we must think of going about 

defending God’s Word with the right attitude.

Worthy Defenders of God’s Word

The record of Jeremiah 23 demonstrates to 

us how those who profess to be God’s people 

can become miserable custodians of God’s 

truth and glory. From this account of Israel’s 

wretched failure to be keepers of God’s Word, 

we can draw some precious lessons on how we 

ought to conduct ourselves as “the pillar and 

ground of the truth”.

Be Faithful Believers

Notice how vexed the LORD was when he 

spoke the words in Jeremiah 23, because the 

house of Israel and its prophets have failed to 

remain faithful to God’s word. His prophet 

Jeremiah said, “Mine heart within me is broken 

because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I 

am like a drunken man, and like a man whom 

wine hath overcome, because of the LORD, 

and because of the words of his holiness. For 
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the land is full of adulterers; for because of 

swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant 

places of the wilderness are dried up, and their 

course is evil, and their force is not right. For 

both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my 

house have I found their wickedness, saith the 

LORD” (vv. 9-11).

Surely, the disobedient and unfaithful 

men in the church cannot be defenders of 

God’s Word. When we do not give ourselves 

to knowing and obeying His Word, we 

dishonour the majesty of His Word. Indifferent 

and disobedient churchgoers are actually 

troublemakers in God’s house. They become 

agents of the enemy of God in His house. 

By their disobedient conduct, they promote 

disorderliness, unholiness and defiance in 

the church.

My dear friends, I will not neglect to put 

you in remembrance of the church’s duty to 

hold up God’s Word by her faith and obedience; 

that is how the church ought to defend it. We 

do not have to do anything extraordinary 

to defend His Word. Just believe all that His 

Word says and do all that it commands. When 

the LORD in His Word says to the preacher 

to rebuke the people’s sins, he should do just 

that. When the LORD says, “Lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 

us”, you should just obey His Word to you! 

When His Word commands you to stop loving 

the world, or beware of loving your parents, 

spouse, children or siblings more than the 

LORD, you should readily obey it. If, through 

His Word, the LORD calls you to give up your 

life’s career to be a preacher, pastor, missionary 

or a full-time church worker, you must yield 

immediately to it. If you have done as the 

Word of God commands you to, then you have 

defended God’s Word by your life.

When you hear the LORD’s voice and 

respond to it as the majestic Word of God, you 

have allowed His glory to shine through you. 

Thus, you become a faithful servant of God 

who gives of himself to do what He requires. 

On the other hand, if you do not align yourself 

with God’s Word, you are not a defender. 

You may teach apologetics or theology, and 

you may even be a theologian or a polemical 

writer of Christian articles yourself, but if you 

are disobedient to His Word, you will never 

be its defender.

Be Faithful Preachers of His Word

Further note some mind-boggling indictments 

that the LORD has uttered through Jeremiah. 

“Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not 

unto the words of the prophets that prophesy 

unto you” (Jeremiah 27:16a). Why would 

God tell the people not to listen to their 

prophets? Because “they prophesy a lie unto 

you” (Jeremiah 27:16b). Moreover, according 

to verse 16, “they make you vain: they speak 

a vision of their own heart, and not out of the 

mouth of the LORD.” Everyone who speaks out 

of his own heart and disregards the truth God 

has revealed, is a “corruptor” of God’s Word. 

He is a deceiver of God’s people, certainly not 

a defender of God’s truth, for he gives credence 

to his own thoughts over God’s thoughts.

The pulpit is not a place for anyone to show 

off how clever he is, how smart he is, or how 

witty he is. This is God’s platform; this is a 

sanctified place! Too many preachers often 

desecrate this hallowed place by their self-

asserting, self-promoting words, which detract 

from the truths of God’s Word. They are 

engrossed in showing off their own intellect 

and self-righteousness, and in asserting their 

personal authority. They use the LORD’s 

name, His church and even His Word for their 

despicable self-aggrandizement. Such men are 

abusers of holy things, even His Word and the 

church. They are not defenders, but defilers of 

God’s Word.

I readily confess my fear that we who are 

preachers, if not watchful, tend to serve our 
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minds rather than the will of God. When our 

preaching becomes a showmanship of our 

intellectual abilities and oratorical skills, we 

pervert God’s glorious truth. God forbid that 

we preach to promote ourselves! Our hearts 

must love God’s truth. We must give all glory, 

honour and praise to Him. Let every preacher 

pray that he will not stand in the pride of 

his intelligence, but utter the words of God 

accurately in humble obedience, without 

distorting them. That is the way we defend 

God’s Word. We must cease from prideful 

human intelligence if ever we were to be 

defenders of God’s Word. So let every preacher 

pray, “O LORD, teach me and make me to 

know what Thou hast spoken in Thy Word, 

and let me only declare that which Thou hast 

revealed in Thy Word.”

Be Rebukers of Ungodliness

In verse 17, we notice that the LORD was 

angry with the prophets of Judah because 

they didn’t defend the righteousness and 

judgment of God’s Word by preaching against 

the evildoers: “They say still unto them that 

despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall 

have peace; and they say unto every one that 

walketh after the imagination of his own heart, 

No evil shall come upon you.” They would say 

to those who were walking wickedly, “God’s 

peace be with you”! Instead of rebuking them 

and proclaiming God’s judgment against their 

sins, they cheered them on by assuring them 

that no evil would befall them. God detested 

those pastors of Israel who spoke words of 

peace to evildoers.

Because of the prophets’ and priests’ 

tolerance of wickedness among the people, the 

LORD had earlier severely censured them: “For 

both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in 

my house have I found their wickedness, saith 

the LORD… I have seen also in the prophets 

of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit 

adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also 

the hands of evildoers, that none doth return 

from his wickedness: they are all of them unto 

me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as 

Gomorrah” (vv. 11, 14). Those religious leaders 

were men-pleasers rather than God-pleasers. 

They craved the support of worldly men over 

God and His righteousness. They permitted 

and promoted carnal pleasures among men 

in place of God’s truth, righteousness and 

judgment. In direct defiance against the Lord’s 

clear message, they would rather not upset the 

hearts of the wicked ones among the Israelites!

Jeremiah’s time reminds us of our woeful 

situation today. Preachers and pastors are 

increasingly hesitant to rebuke the worldliness 

and ungodliness in the church. Though 

many preachers deliver excellent expository 

sermons with eloquence, scarcely any applies 

the truth of God’s Word to the lives of the 

people in order to confront and convict them 

of their sins. Preachers’ hesitation to rebuke 

sin has sadly resulted in the worsening moral 

condition of the churches of our time. As few 

men on the pulpit today rebuke sin and exhort 

people to a modest, chaste and holy life, should 

we be surprised that evil men and seducers 

wax worse and worse, even in churches? 

Increasingly, we see churches turning into 

entertainment centres or academic forums, 

rather than places of transformation of sinful 

men unto the LORD’s glory.

It is utterly important that in our churches, 

we are committed to urge one another unto 

purity of life through the obedience of God’s 

Word. If we develop an accepting attitude 

towards those living wickedly among us, by 

rationalising thus: “O let us not make a fuss 

about it. After all, you know, people are prone 

to err”, we despise and defy the glory of His 

Word that demands repentance from evil ways 

and consecration towards godly living. Do not 

forget, God hated the prophets for despising 

His truth when they refused to reprimand 

the wickedness of Israel. By not insisting on 

Scripture’s demand for personal holiness, 
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they poured contempt on its holy commands. 

They thus failed to defend the demands of 

Scripture. The preacher’s hesitation and refusal 

to denounce sin is a direct challenge to the 

authority and wisdom of God’s Word.

If we are ever going to be defenders of 

God’s Word, let every man, who is the head 

of the family, nurture his family according 

to God’s Word. Let him also pray, “O LORD, 

sanctify us by Thy Word. Sanctify me, sanctify 

my wife, sanctify my daughter and my son.” 

Let every man, every family and every church 

wield God’s sword to fight off every sin. Let 

every preacher, every elder, every man and 

woman, every youth and every child in the 

church resolve to fight off sin according to His 

Word. Nothing glorifies God and His Word 

more than our willingness to battle against sin 

and falsehood.

Be Steadfast in His Counsels

In verse 18, the Lord probed the Israelites with 

these searching questions: “For who hath stood 

in the counsel of the LORD, and hath perceived 

and heard his word? who hath marked his 

word, and heard it?” What an incriminating 

interrogation! The Lord was challenging the 

Israelites to prove to Him if they had firmly 

followed His counsel. But they had exhibited 

nothing whatsoever to show their unwavering 

commitment to His counsels.

Those questions will not go down well with 

churchgoers of our time. They would retort, 

“Wait a minute! Do we not boldly confess 

that the Word of God is inspired, inerrant and 

infallible? Haven’t we affirmed that God has 

preserved His Word? If we haven’t, then who 

have stood in the counsel of the LORD? Why 

question us then? We stand for the Bible, and 

have perceived that it is His Word. We affirm 

that not even a jot or tittle shall pass away. 

Why ask us, ‘who hath marked his word, and 

heard it?’ Take a look at our Bibles – we have 

underlined His commandments and promises. 

We have taken down notes. Why mock us, even 

though we love His Word?” Similarly, one who 

is a preacher might say, “I have been trained in 

a biblical, reformed, fundamental Bible college. 

I am known as a preacher of God’s Word. I 

take pains to expound the Bible according 

to the historical, grammatical contexts of its 

passages.” Nevertheless, the LORD’s question 

needs to be answered – “who hath stood in 

His counsel”? Having heard and known God’s 

counsel, have you remained true to it?

To be honest, many of us in this 

congregation ought to mourn over our 

transgressions of His counsels – “O LORD, we 

heard your voice and yet we didn’t stand in 

Thy counsel. We have so often veered from Thy 

ways. You told us to watch and pray, but we had 

not obeyed, and had fallen into temptations. 

Against Thy instructions, we held on tightly to 

our possessions and refused to give in support 

of Thy work. You told us to go and evangelise, 

but we ignored Thy commission. You told us to 

be a pattern of godliness to Christians around 

us, but we stubbornly walked in the ways of the 

world. You asked us to separate from ungodly 

relationships, but we still continued in them.”

Have you stood in the counsel of the 

LORD? Have you marked His Word? God 

is not asking if you have underlined certain 

verses in your Bible, but rather if you have kept 

and not forgotten His Word to you. If you were 

all required to stand up and declare truthfully 

whether you have kept your pledges made 

upon your joining the church, what would you 

say? I daresay hardly anyone among us would 

be able to say, “I have marked all His words and 

kept them all.” We have not marked or obeyed 

all His words. We have not kept our pledges 

made in accordance to His will concerning us. 

We have previously said, perhaps with great 

fervour, in response to His Word: ‘LORD, this 

will we do.’ So today, God searches our hearts 

with His piercing questions, “Did you stand in 

My counsel? Did you mark My Word? Will you 

defend My Word with your life?”
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Be not Pretenders

In the next 2 verses, we note how intensely 

God expressed His anger to the unfaithful 

prophets and people: “Behold, a whirlwind of 

the LORD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous 

whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the 

head of the wicked. The anger of the LORD 

shall not return, until he have executed, and till 

he have performed the thoughts of his heart: 

in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly” 

(vv. 19-20). Indeed, who could withstand such 

fury of the LORD? Before such consuming 

wrath, we can only plead, “O Lord, have mercy, 

hide Thy face against our sins.” The LORD 

again reiterated His strong displeasure of the 

prophets of Israel in verse 21, “I have not sent 

these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken 

to them, yet they prophesied.” The LORD was 

upset with the prophets for taking the office 

without being called and appointed by Him, 

hence His damning denunciation: “I have not 

sent these prophets”!

A similar phenomenon of an increasing 

number of false teachers and pastors is seen 

in Christendom today. Is there a preacher or 

missionary in this conference who is not sent 

by God? Is there a preacher who has come by 

his own will? Is there one sent by the devil? Is 

there a man here who is considering the office 

of the church without having a clear calling 

from the LORD? You might think me to be 

uncharitable, ill-natured and hurtful in raising 

these questions. But recall how Jeremiah had to 

proclaim the LORD’s scathing pronouncement 

that “I have not sent these prophets”. It was 

Jeremiah versus the entire association of 

prophets! It is imperative for all of us to 

understand that a divine call is indispensable 

to be a preacher of God’s Word. God must first 

beckon him, equip him with the necessary 

gifts and qualities, and then train him in His 

Word to be a preacher. No one should try to 

become a preacher, without the LORD’s clear 

appointment. No one can say, “Trust me, I am 

confident that I will make it.”

One who is called by the LORD will not only 

have an inner conviction of God’s call, but also 

the external evidence of spiritual qualities (1 

Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:7-9) and the necessary 

spiritual gifts (1 Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6). 

Bible colleges cannot make one a preacher. 

Rather, Bible colleges can only aid those who 

are called to gain knowledge through godly 

and faithful teachers. In this respect, pastors 

are to be careful not to lay hands upon a man 

who has not proven his calling. “Lay hands 

suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of 

other men’s sins: keep thyself pure” (1 Timothy 

5:22), so wrote Paul to Timothy. I dread the 

possibility of unwittingly ordaining a person 

whom God didn’t ordain. Beware of men who 

rush to become pastors, men who quickly want 

to put on the “clergy cloak”, even though there 

is little to prove that they are called. None 

should pretend that he is called.

Dear Gethsemane churches, let us not 

delight in the number of preachers we have, 

but pray that they are called and equipped 

by God. I would ask all the preachers and 

missionaries present, to examine whether 

they are truly in the ministry in obedience 

to God’s call. Is it because the Lord has called 

you that you are a preacher? Is your heart 

led by the Spirit? Or is it your own carnal 

and materialistic thoughts that teach you 

what to do? If your heart is not guided by 

the Blessed Spirit and Truth, you had better 

step down from your post. Let us also pray 

that God will prevent us from ordaining 

a man who is not called by Him. May our 

“sweat and blood” not go into supporting a 

man who is not called by God. Do not rush 

to ordain men into the ministry. Your heart 

will be broken, and you will be dragged into 

places and situations that you should never 

be in. Pretentious, ungodly men cannot lead 

you into righteousness and truth. They will 

corrupt you; you will then cry and weep, and 

howl in great misery. May God be merciful 

to protect our churches. Let His Word 

defend us!
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Conclusion

My dear friends, let me tell you how we 

become defenders of God’s Word. When we 

allow God’s Word to defend us, we naturally 

become the defenders of its truth. We are 

not supposed to fight the battle with fleshly 

means; we fight the battle with the spiritual 

armour God has given. You do not go up to 

God and say, “Count on me God, here I am. 

Look at my strength; look at my intellectual 

ability. Why don’t you enlist me?” “For the 

weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 

mighty through God to the pulling down of 

strong holds” (2 Corinthians 10:4). If God has 

not called you, if God has not given you the 

armour, if God has not equipped you with 

skill and ability, how can you defend God’s 

Word? Unless we let God’s Word defend us, 

we cannot be defenders of God’s Word. May 

God save us from the folly of human pride 

that assumes that we are capable of defending 

His Word by our own human devices and 

wisdom! If Gethsemane is ever to be a church 

that defends God’s Word, then her preachers 

must be moulded by the truth of His Word, 

and hence unreservedly yield to it. 

Likewise, worshippers and church 

members must also live according to His 

Word. In this respect, be watchful! Analyse 

what you hear in the church, whether it is 

of God. Many false prophets have gone 

out! 1 John 4:1 admonishes us, “Beloved, 

believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 

whether they are of God”. Having heard 

from one of our conference preachers about 

an American pastor caught in an adulterous 

relationship after being in the ministry for 

twenty years (how tragic!), we can never let 

our guard down. Anyone who disobeys the 

Word and does evil is not a defender of God’s 

Word. By acting against its counsels and 

living a compromised life of worldliness, he 

has instead ridiculed and maligned it, and 

“thrown it away” for the world. “But if they 

had stood in my counsel, and had caused my 

people to hear my words, then they should 

have turned them from their evil way, and 

from the evil of their doings” (Jeremiah 

23:22). It is the duty of the church – even 

every Christian’s duty – to make sure that 

the preacher is following God’s Word. This 

cannot be assumed.

O, may Gethsemane churches arise; repent 

of our unbelief and disobedience; and pray: 

“LORD, I am prone to wander. O LORD, 

defend me, deliver me.” May God defend us, 

that we may be defenders of His holy name 

and His truth. Defenders of God’s Word are 

those who stay under its truths, trusting 

everything it says and appropriating all its 

counsels by faith and obedience. They believe, 

preach and affirm it; they do not question it.

Finally, we do well to remember Paul’s 

reason in giving Timothy advice on the orderly 

governing and conduct in the local church: “But 

if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how 

thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house 

of God, which is the church of the living God, 

the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 

3:15). Blessed be His name! We are not the 

church of any heathen statue or idol; we are 

the church of the living God. Just how do we 

prove that? By being the pillar and ground of 

the truth! The church ought to show the world 

the magnificence of God’s Truth by yielding to 

its authority. God’s Truth rules over us as we 

submit to its counsels. We in turn, like a pillar, 

hold up the Truth. In so doing, we are deemed 

to be defending God’s Word.
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“The church ought 

to show the world the 

magnificence of God’s 

Truth by yielding to 

its authority. God’s 

Truth rules over us 

as we submit to its 

counsels. We in turn, 

like a pillar, hold up 

the Truth. In so doing, 

we are deemed to be 

defending  

God’s Word.”
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We must preserve and  

uphold human life 

b. So God _______ ___ __ ___ 

___ _____, in the image of 

God created he him; male 

and female created he them  

(Genesis 1:27).

The Ten Commandments teach us how we ought to love God and man. The first 

four exhort us to love God with all our heart, soul and might (Deuteronomy 6:5). 

The remaining instruct us to “love thy neighbour as thyself” (Romans 13:9). Read 

the given Bible references, then fill in the missing words to complete the verse(s) 

accompanying each commandment.

V. 
Honour thy father  

and thy mother: 

 that thy...  

Exodus 20:12

Children should obey and 

respect their parents

a. Children, obey your parents                         

__ ___ ____: for this is right  

(Ephesians 6:1).

Bible Trivia - Exodus 20 (Part II)
Sarah Yong

We are to be pure in  

heart and mind

c.  But as he which hath 

called you is holy, so __ __ 

____ __ ___ ______ __ 

____________; Because it is 

written, Be ye holy; for I am 

holy (1 Peter 1:15-16).

VI. 
Thou shalt 

not kill. 

Exodus 20:13

VII. 
Thou shalt 

not commit 

adultery.

Exodus 20:14
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Exodus 20 (Part II... continued)

Answers to  Bible Trivia - Exodus 20 (Vol 14 Issue 3, p.32)

a. I am the LORD; no saviour beside me   b. the LORD he is God; 

there is none else   c. Turn ye not unto idols

d. worship him in spirit   e. ye shall not; profane the name of thy God   

 f. glory due unto his name   g. reverence my sanctuary   h. sanctify it

We must be honest and just

d. Let him that stole steal no more: 

but rather ___ ___ ______, 

working  with his hands the thing 

which is good, that __ ___ ____ 

__ ____ to him that needeth 

(Ephesians 4:28).

VIII. 
Thou shalt 

not steal.

Exodus 20:15

IX. 
Thou shalt 

not bear false witness 

against thy  

neighbour. 

Exodus 20:16

X. 
Thou shalt not covet 

thy neighbour’s house, 

thou shalt not covet 

thy neighbour’s wife, 

nor his...  

Exodus 20:17

We should speak the truth

e. Lie not one to another, seeing 

that ye have put off the old 

man with his deeds; And have 

___ __ ___ ___ ___, which is 

_______ __ _________ after 

the image of him that created 

him (Colossians 3:9-10).

Be contented with whatever the Lord 

has blessed us with

f. But _________ ____ 

___________ __ _____ ____. 

For we brought nothing into this 

world, and it is certain we can 

carry nothing out. And having 

food and raiment let us be 

therewith content (1 Timothy 

6:6-8).
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Thomas 
Cranmer 
(1489-1566) 

Part I

Growing up as a child in England, Thomas Cranmer was given an excellent education. 

After having completed his basic education, he went on to study at Cambridge 

University, where he was made a priest and given an opportunity to be a member 

of Jesus College. As required by his priestly orders, he was not allowed to marry. 

However, he did get married and had to leave the college. Thereafter, he taught at 

Buckingham College as a university lecturer. Sadly, soon after, Cranmer lost his wife 

who died in childbirth.

Cranmer then returned to Jesus College and within a few years, he was made 

a professor of theology. Well known for insisting that his students have a good 

knowledge of the Scriptures, he was hated by those who lacked knowledge of God’s 

Word.

One summer, Cranmer met two high-ranking supporters of King Henry VIII. 

Both knew that Cranmer was a learned man, who was not only respectable but 

also religious. So they recommended him to the king who needed such a man to 

back him in his decision to dissolve his marriage to Queen Catherine at that time. 

Hoping to further his personal interests, Cranmer unwisely encouraged the king in 

his wrongful decision. King Henry was very pleased with Cranmer’s “counsel” and 

Reto ld  by  Jenny  Lok

I l l us t rated by  L i nus Kok

(Reto ld from “The New Foxe’s Book of Martyrs” ,  wr i t ten by John Foxe , 

rewr i t ten & updated by Haro ld J .  Chadwick .  Br idge-Logos Pub l ishers)
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even sent him 

to the powerful 

church in 

Rome to seek 

approval to end 

his marriage 

to Queen 

Catherine. 

Subsequently, 

Cranmer was 

appointed 

archbishop of 

Canterbury. 

Using his 

influence 

and power, 

Cranmer let the king have everything his own way and this was to cause much pain 

and suffering to himself later on.

Despite being overly eager to please the ungodly king, Cranmer did help to 

advance the Reformation in England using his authority as archbishop. Cranmer 

worked extremely hard to remove all Roman Catholic superstitions and errors from 

the Church of England. He got rid of all the monasteries and nunneries in England, 

and also supported English translations of the Bible. 

All this while, Cranmer 

was protected by King Henry 

from the many enemies he 

had made in the course of his 

duty as archbishop. Just as 

he set about to do away with 

the Mass (a Roman Catholic 

ceremony), King Henry VIII 

died in 1546, and so the plan 

for this major change was 

stopped for the time being.

King Edward VI was then 

crowned. He supported 

having the Mass removed 
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from all church services in England. 

In defending the Reformation 

doctrine concerning the partaking 

of Holy Communion, Cranmer spoke 

against the view that those who take 

communion were eating the actual 

flesh of Christ. Among his many 

contributions, the greatest 

was the creation of the first 

Book of Common Prayer, 

which contained the order 

of worship for the Church 

of England. This book was 

written in English instead 

of Latin. He also helped to put the English Bible into parish churches throughout 

England. Indeed, never had Cranmer been more zealous in his life!

When King Edward VI was about to die in 1553, Cranmer was involved in naming 

Lady Jane Grey as the future queen instead of Mary, who was actually the next in line 

to the throne. This resulted in Mary’s hatred towards Cranmer. She was also greatly 

displeased with Cranmer’s part in King Henry’s separation from her mother, Queen 

Catherine. When she did ascend the throne with the help of her powerful supporters, 

Queen Mary decided Cranmer would have to pay a heavy price for having helped King 

Henry in time past. Above all, being a Roman Catholic at heart, Queen Mary hated 

Cranmer for changing England’s religion from Roman Catholic to Protestant!

Despite Cranmer’s efforts to get himself off the hook, he was finally arrested and sent 

to the Tower of London. For having gone against the queen, Cranmer was charged with 

treason. However, this was later changed to one of heresy because of his part in the 

Reformation.

Not long after, Cranmer was duly removed from his position as archbishop of 

Canterbury. First, his enemies tried to take away his crosier, which was a symbol of 

his office. They then removed his priestly gown and in place of it, put on him torn and 

tattered clothes similar to those of a parish attendant. Next, a barber was sent to clip his 

hair all around his head. One of his enemies, named Bonner, then deliberately scraped 

the top of his fingers in a rough manner to signify the end of his anointing as archbishop, 

before putting on his head a townsman’s cap. All this while, Cranmer remained silent 

and hardly moved. After this humiliating process, they brought him back to prison. But 

the worst was yet to come…                                                                             

(to be continued...)
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Gethsemane Bible-Presbyterian Church and its Bible Witness Media Ministry are 

looking for a larger place, which would serve as a new Church Resource Centre, to 

accommodate all their ministries and workers. The estimated costs of the building 

and its furnishings are around S$5 million.

“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart,  
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity:  

for God loveth a cheerful giver” 
 2 Corinthians 9:7

WE COVET YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR THIS BUILDING 

PROJECT SO THAT IT MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED  

BY THE END OF DECEMBER 2015.

Church Building 

Project

Cheque may be made payable to “Gethsemane B-P Church”. (Please 

indicate “Church Building Project” on the reverse side of the cheque 

and send your love gift to Gethsemane B-P Church, 510 Geylang Road, 
#02-06, Singapore 389466.)




