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Editorial
Serving God

Editorial
This issue focuses on Christians’ obligation to serve God among His 
people. Serving God is so serious a matter that Joshua once told the 
Israelites: “Ye cannot serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:19), though they had 
said, “therefore will we also serve the LORD; for he is our God” (v. 18b). 
Why such a crushing statement to a people who expressed their zeal to 
serve the LORD?

Serving God is not what we do whenever and however we like. It 
demands absolute surrender to God’s will. Serving God begins with an 
acknowledgment that we are incapable of serving Him on our own. It 
is what the theologians call the doctrine of “moral inability” or “total 
depravity”. Our impure hearts and unclean hands are an abomination to 
the most Holy God. Offering something to God or doing something in 
His name would not be regarded as a service, if those who render them do 
not repent and put away their sins and turn to God in faith.

That was why Joshua warned the people earlier: “Now therefore fear 
the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods 
which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; 
and serve ye the LORD” (v. 14). Service demands absolute consecration 
to God. If God be served at all, He alone must be served. Nothing and 
no one else should be allowed to take first place in our hearts. No other 
claimant can be our God, as Jesus had admonished – “No man can serve 
two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon” (Matthew 6:24).

Today, many in the church come to serve God, but their hearts hanker 
after the “gods” of our time – wealth, luxury, carnal pleasure, head-
knowledge, fame, etc. How can God ever be pleased with their service? 
Jesus warned, “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain 
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” 
(Matthew 15:8-9).

If God be served at all, He must be served in sincerity and truth. God 
will thoroughly examine every form of service offered to Him, to see if 
it be sincere and “clean every whit”, or it will not be acceptable to Him. 
Every service rendered to God must be born of obedience to His Word. It 
must be rendered with humility and resolve of heart (cf. Acts 20:19), with 
faith and prayer (Hebrews 11:6), with all our strength and might (Romans 
12:11), and with gladness and thanksgiving (Psalm 95:2; 100:2).
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What Does It Mean 
to serve GoD?

Andrew Koh
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There is no lack of opportunities to serve 
God in the church. One can sing in the 
choir, participate in evangelism, set up the 
audio and visual system, help to prepare 
refreshments, and the list goes on …

Unfortunately, some will not avail 
themselves to serve God in the church at 
all. They are cold in their attitude towards 
doing anything in the church. They tend 
to hold back and keep themselves away 
from service. Their time in the church 
ends when the church worship ends. 
They disappear once the closing prayer is 
over and would not stay a minute longer. 
Another group of churchgoers, though 
involved in the church activities, have 
set a limit as to how far they will go in 
serving God. If more is required of them 
in terms of effort or time, they will decline 
and leave the work to others. To them, 
serving God must be according to their 
own liking and convenience; they think 
that they are doing God a favour when 
they labour in certain areas of service. 
There are yet others who may come across 
as fervent and active, spending a lot of 
time and giving attention to various affairs 
in the church. Nevertheless, Jesus will say 
of some among this latter group: “Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy name? and 
in thy name have cast out devils? and in 
thy name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity” (Matthew 7:22-23). This shows 
that God will not necessarily accept any 
labour rendered to Him.

Why this incongruous spectrum of 
attitudes towards serving God? One main 
reason is the lack of a biblical understanding 
among many churchgoers of what serving 
God means. This lack is evidenced by 

many church members neglecting to serve 
God or not serving Him on His terms.

What Neglect of Service Means
In 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, the apostle Paul 
portrays the church as the body of Christ. 
According to God’s purpose, the members 
in a church should function in a corporate 
manner. The Holy Spirit is the One who 
has given the church a diversity of spiritual 
gifts. He has endowed every member of 
the church with spiritual gifts, “dividing 
to every man severally as he will” (v. 11b). 
In different areas of service in the church, 
the gifts from the Holy Spirit can be put 
to good use for the benefit of the church. 
Be it singing in the choir, evangelising, 
preaching, teaching, etc., all these are areas 
in which church members can exercise 
their God-given gifts for the edification 
of the saints unto the glory of God. Thus, 
when church members do not fulfil their 
roles in a local church, it causes the church 
to be dysfunctional.

Paul must have had this concern in 
mind when he likens the members of the 
church to the different parts of a human 
body (ear, eye, nose, foot, etc.). The hand is 
dependent on the foot, and the eye cannot 
do without the ear (vv. 15-16). God has “set 
the members every one of them in the body, 
as it hath pleased him” (v. 18). Despite the 
diversity of gifts, Paul emphasises that all 
the members of the church belong to one 
body (vv. 20, 27). Like the different parts 
of a human body that work together by 
fulfilling their respective functions, church 
members must work together with one 
another by fulfilling their God-given roles. 
Failure to do so will result in the church’s 
inability to fulfil its function according to 
God’s plan. A dysfunctional local church 
is like a man with certain parts of his body 
not functioning as they should.

S e r v i n g  g o d
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What Being a Servant Means
How does God want Christians to serve 
Him? How does the Bible describe 
God’s relationship with His people in 
terms of service? In the Bible, there are 
many descriptions of the multi-faceted 
relationship between God and His people 
– father and son, shepherd and sheep, 
vine and branches, etc. – which all have 
their own emphasis and significance. 
When it comes to service, one particular 
relationship stands out: the “master and 
servant” relationship.

The New Testament Greek word for 
“slave” (doulos) is translated about 127 
times as “servant(s)” in the King James 
Bible. It actually means a bond-slave. 
Unquestionably, Christians in the first 
century were very clear of their identity – 
to be a Christian was to be a slave of Christ. 
As a bond-slave to Christ, a Christian 
was no more under the tyrannies of sin, 
falsehood, the world and Satan, for he had 
a new Master in Christ.

Now, the word “slave” comes from 
the root verb meaning “to bind” or “to 
tie together”. To tie with a bond means 
that two parties at both ends of the bond 
are attached to each other. It signifies a 
relationship between two parties linked 
by this bond. To be a slave of Jesus Christ 
means to serve Him because of his new 
bond with Him. Christians must have no 
other basis for their service than the bond 
they now have with Christ, their Master.

Sadly, the situation is very different 
today. The word “Christian” connotes 
different ideas to different people. Many 
people transport their own misguided 
ideas into the Christian identity. One 
main reason why many Christians today 
have wrong concepts towards service is 

that they fail to realise their identity: they 
are actually slaves to the Lord Jesus Christ!

What This Relationship of 
Servanthood Entails
Having established our identity as slaves to 
Christ, what does the Bible say with regard 
to this relationship?

God’s Exclusive Ownership
Many Christians today are not conscious 
of who owns them; they think they are the 
masters of their lives. They fail to realise that 
they were once under the absolute control 
of sin and could not wrest themselves away 
from the influence of sin’s dominion. This 
was a very miserable state we were once in, 
which the Bible describes as being “dead 
in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). We 
were without God, alienated and in utter 
spiritual darkness!

Interestingly, the Bible uses the picture 
of God’s deliverance of His people out of 
slavery in Egypt to denote His rightful 
ownership of His people. “For unto me 
the children of Israel are servants; they 
are my servants whom I brought forth 
out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD 
your God” (Leviticus 25:55). Like the 
children of Israel who were no longer 
under bondage in Egypt, Christians are no 
longer under the bondage of sin but have 
a new Master in God who says to them, 
“I am the LORD your God.” Having left 
his “old master”, a Christian is “made free 
from sin” and has become “the servants of 
righteousness” (Romans 6:18). A Christian 
is no longer under the dominion of sin. He 
is set at liberty to resist sin by the grace of 
God. In other words, he is set free from 
sin and has yielded himself to obey the 
preaching and teaching of the Word of 
God, having “obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered you” 

S e r v i n g  g o d
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(Romans 6:17). It is as if he has a new 
name, new language, new beginning and 
new identity with respect to Christ as his 
Master. A stupendous transformation has 
occurred when a person is saved!

A failure to fully apprehend this 
astounding transformation from being a 
slave of sin to a slave of righteousness will 
result in a lackadaisical attitude towards 
service. When we truly understand the 
depth of the misery of our bondage to 
sin, we will be utterly grateful to God for 
rescuing us out of that miserable state and 
claiming us as His completely! Christians 
who have truly understood the exclusive 
ownership of Christ over them will have 
no problem acknowledging that they 
are not their own, and will thereby yield 
themselves totally to serve Him.

Our Singular Devotion
The proper response to God’s exclusive 
ownership of us is that we be singularly 
devoted to Him. We do not live for self 
or anyone else in this world, but solely for 
God. Christians are to be in the world, 
but “not of the world” (John 17:16). 
Admittedly, being in the world, we are 
susceptible to powerful and persuasive 
distractions that may steer us away from 
our singular devotion to God.

Now, we must not underestimate 
the distractions that may come our way. 
They may come from people familiar 
to us or whom we trust, even “(arising) 
among you a prophet, or a dreamer of 
dreams” (Deuteronomy 13:1a). What 
such a “prophet” or “dreamer” conveys or 
advocates may seem authoritative, logical 
and even spectacular; but if it has the 
effect of veering us away from our singular 
devotion to God, it should straightaway 
ring alarm bells in our minds. The guiding 

principle is to beware of people who would 
teach us to “go after other gods, which 
(we have) not known, and (make) us serve 
them” (Deuteronomy 13:2b).

Having said that, Christians must 
understand that the reason why these 
distractions are allowed by God to come 
into their lives is to “prove” or test them 
(cf. Deuteronomy 13:3); i.e. through the 
distractions, God examines their hearts. 
The design of these testings is to lay open 
what was previously concealed. Essentially, 
these testings (from distractions) that 
Christians go through are to show whether 
they love God’s Word or not, given that 
God will never command Christians to 
do something that is contrary to His will, 
which is clearly laid out in His Word. The 
basis of all service unto God must be out 
of love. The people of the world may serve 
their master out of necessity, but this is not 
how Christians serve their Master. If you 
have truly loved the Lord in the first place, 
then even in the face of such testings to 
distract you from serving God, you will 
still “walk after the LORD your God, and 
fear him, and keep his commandments, 
and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, 
and cleave unto him” (Deuteronomy 13:4). 
A Christian’s singular devotion to God will 
cause him to remain stedfast in his service 
during times of testings. “Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast (read 
‘singularly devoted’), unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 
15:58).

Our Unconditional Service
How far should Christians go in serving 
God? Should Christians set any limit at 
all in their service to God? The answer 
is obvious. Having been saved from the 

S e r v i n g  g o d
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Christians who have truly understood the exclusive 
ownership of Christ over them will have no problem 
acknowledging that they are not their own, and will 

thereby yield themselves totally to serve Him.

misery of sin, Christians now belong 
exclusively to God; they cannot live for 
themselves but their entire lives must be 
rendered to God in service. They are to serve 
God not according to their specifications, 
but on God’s terms. They must not give 
room for any distractions that will hinder 
their service, as demonstrated by Jesus in 
John 12 when a group of Greeks sought to 
see Him.

It was at a time very near Jesus’ 
last Passover in Jerusalem before His 
crucifixion. Jesus “knew that his hour 
was come that he should depart out of 
this world unto the Father” (John 13:1a). 
Many people had arrived in Jerusalem 
because they heard that Jesus was going 
to Jerusalem (John 12:12). Among the 
multitude, a group of Greeks sought an 
audience with Jesus. Though the Greeks 
had approached Philip and Andrew who 
straightaway told Jesus about it, Jesus did 
not give an answer to Philip and Andrew 
directly but instead spoke of His imminent 
death, which thereafter will “draw all men” 
unto Him (John 12:32). Jesus stedfastly 
focused His ministry mainly towards the 
house of Israel and not to the Gentiles 
during His first coming. He did not let 
the Greeks distract Him from His main 
focus. Only after His death, resurrection 
and ascension would God “draw all men” 
(Gentiles included) through the apostles 
(cf. Acts 1:8).

Clearly, Jesus has set for us the standard 
of serving God. His unswerving service to 

God the Father culminated even unto His 
death. Fittingly, Jesus said, “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: 
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit” 
(John 12:24). He used an analogy of the 
“corn of wheat” that must “die” in the 
earth in order for its seeds to germinate 
and later bring forth much “fruit” of 
harvest to make a comparison with His 
death that would bring forth the “fruit” 
of salvation for many. Similarly, Jesus’ 
obedience in service unto death for the 
salvation of mankind is to be the pattern 
for Christians to follow in serving Him. 
Jesus said, “He that loveth his life shall lose 
it; and he that hateth his life in this world 
shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man 
serve me, let him follow me” (John 12:25-
26a). Christians are to disregard even their 
lives in serving God. Christ has given 
His all for us, even His life on the cross 
– should we in return set a limit or even a 
condition in serving Him? God forbid! A 
true child of God would do anything for 
Him if he is ready to die for Christ.

Conclusion
Let us therefore lay aside all hindrances 
and put on the mindset of a servant when 
we serve God, like how the Lord Jesus 
“made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and … 
humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross” 
(Philippians 2:7-8).

S e r v i n g  g o d
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Labouring for the Lord is not a casual 
matter. If working for the most powerful 
man in the land (e.g. the king, the president 
or the prime minister) is the privilege of a 
lifetime, how much more it is to serve the 
most High God, the King of kings and 
the Lord of lords? Truly, to be a workman 
for God is an incomparable honour. 
There is no work more meaningful and 
rewarding than serving the Lord. Every 
Christian must count it an honour and 
be immensely thankful to be enlisted into 
His service. Our gratitude (or lack of it) is 
best reflected in how we conduct ourselves 
before God and carry out our spiritual 
duties and responsibilities. Our service 
must be rendered in purity, knowing that 
the work which God entrusts to us is a 
holy work, for our Master in heaven is a 
thrice-holy God!

The PrerequisiTe for 
ChrisTian serviCe
Hence, Isaiah’s emphatic admonition: “be 
ye clean, that bear the vessels of the LORD” 
(Isaiah 52:11b). In the same vein, the 
apostle Paul emphasised in Romans 6:13, 
“yield yourselves unto God … and your 
members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God.” These commands convey 
God’s non-negotiable requirement for all 
His workmen. Regardless of your position 
in the church, no matter how small your 
area of responsibility (be it audio-visual 
technical crew, singer in the choir, usher 
in the church, etc.), this requirement is 
directed to you. Notice that these divine 
injunctions give no room for an unclean 
(let alone unregenerate) person to be 
allowed in God’s service.

Attend first and foremost to your 
sanctification. If there are unresolved 
sins in your life, seek repentance and 
forgiveness. The Lord is gracious to forgive 

all your sins. “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9). Take note that purity is 
foundational to Christian service. To use 
the apostle Paul’s language, purity is your 
“reasonable service” to God: “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1).

Be assured that your lack of natural 
talents and secular education is never 
an issue with God. He can forbear your 
human limitations, but He cannot put 
up with your impure lifestyle! God will 
certainly equip you with necessary gifts, if 
He would give you a task to accomplish. 
So giftedness is not an issue. After all, the 
kind of spiritual gifts we are endowed with 
is not determined by us, but by the Holy 
Spirit, who is the One “dividing to every 
man severally as he will” (1 Corinthians 
12:11b), for the benefit of the whole church. 
Rather, it is the absence of purity that is of 
utmost concern in Christian service. The 
paramount importance of this prerequisite 
is alluded to in Psalm 24:3-4a, “Who 
shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or 
who shall stand in his holy place? He that 
hath clean hands, and a pure heart”. Thus, 
when your service is blemished by impure 
motives or sin in personal life, it will be 
rejected by God, no matter how talented 
or promising you may be.

Remember Joshua’s warning to Israel 
when he “said unto the people, Ye cannot 
serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; 
he is a jealous God; he will not forgive 
your transgressions nor your sins” (Joshua 
24:19). Joshua did not mince his words 
here because the Israelites had been living 
a double-standard, compromised and 
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hypocritical life. On the one hand they 
portrayed themselves to have the zeal to 
serve God, but on the other hand they 
secretly worshipped idols. The fact of the 
matter is: “Ye cannot serve the LORD”, 
except with “clean hands, and a pure 
heart” (Psalm 24:4a).

The Means of Power in 
ChrisTian serviCe
Christian service is spiritual work, which 
is carried out through spiritual means (cf. 
2 Corinthians 10:4-5). Many begin well 
but end up badly, simply because they are 
not well prepared spiritually. It is only wise 
that we learn from the Scriptures how to be 
prepared and do well in Christian service. 
“If a man therefore purge himself from 
these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, 
sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, 
and prepared unto every good work” 
(2 Timothy 2:21). The idea here is to be 
cleansed thoroughly from impure motives 
and besetting sin, so as to be set apart and 
consecrated for useful service – in short, to 
be pure. Purity gives us power and spiritual 
authority to serve effectively in whatever 
area of spiritual work.

In essence, we must be pure vessels fit 
for divine use, in order to “bear the vessels 
of the LORD” (Isaiah 52:11b). This is 
primarily due to the nature of service in 
the Lord. Take note that in God’s service, 
we are not enlisted to do man’s work, but 
rather God’s work! And this entails spiritual 
conflict as Satan our adversary relentlessly 
works against God and His saints (cf. 1 
Peter 5:8-9). That explains why Christian 
service is not easy or plain sailing. Serving 
God requires stedfastness and much 
labouring (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:58), and 
has to guard against potential weariness 
in well doing in the face of opposition 
(cf. Galatians 6:9). Indeed, “And who is 

sufficient for these things?” (2 Corinthians 
2:16b). Though no mere human is strong 
or worthy enough, Scripture says that to 
be “prepared unto every good work”, we 
are to “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow 
righteousness … with them that call on 
the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 
2:21-22). Purity is key! Lack of purity will 
disqualify us and render us unworthy and 
powerless to serve God. It was Sir Galahad 
who said, “My strength is the strength of 
ten men, because my heart is pure.”

ConClusion
Dear Christians, make no mistake, God is 
most displeased when you fail to serve Him 
in purity. As you serve God, make sure 
that your motive and manner are holy and 
pure. Let this injunction – “be ye clean, 
that bear the vessels of the LORD” – ring 
in your ears as you set out to perform your 
sacred duties. Go on your knees and beg 
for God’s grace, mercy and help every day. 
Make it a daily habit to examine yourself 
before the Lord. Come to God with a 
prayer – “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 
and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm 
139:23-24).

Take note that purity 
is foundational to 

Christian service. To 
use the apostle Paul’s 

language, purity is your 
“reasonable service”  

(Romans 12:1).
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Serving God in Love Jeremiah Sim

In the Bible, we are taught that love 
is a most fundamental aspect in our 
relationship to God and service for Him. 
God demands and commands believers 
to love Him “with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength: (for) this is the first 
commandment” (Mark 12:30), so that 
we may be able to serve Him truly and 
genuinely. 

Wholehearted Love Renders True 
Service 
The apostle Paul exhorts believers to “walk 
in love, as Christ also hath loved us” by 
bringing to his readers’ remembrance of 
the Lord’s love towards them in giving 
“himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweetsmelling savour” 
(Ephesians 5:2). Christ lovingly and 
willingly laid down His life for us as the 
only acceptable “offering” for the remission 
of our sins, so that our conscience is 
“purge(d) … from dead works to serve the 

living God” (Hebrews 9:14). Christ’s active 
and passive obedience has fully satisfied 
the demands of God’s law and justice. For 
that reason, God was pleased to accept His 
offering and forgive us of our sins when 
we come to God through Christ. Christ’s 
love towards us reflects His perfect love in 
serving God the Father. He held nothing 
back but gave His all wholeheartedly. His 
is a perfect model and pattern for believers 
to emulate in serving God. Therefore, 
following the Lord’s example, and having 
been purged from the misery and bondage 
of sin, believers ought to totally submit 
and render their lives to obey and serve 
God with a truthful, loving spirit. 

In order for us to serve God with 
wholehearted love, we cannot have any 
other master than the Lord. Our single-
minded service to Jesus can only be 
possible if we hate all other things that 
would be at cross purposes with God’s 
will, which is clearly laid out in the 

serving God

LOVE
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serving God

Scriptures. In other words, we should not 
allow anyone or anything to hinder or 
distract us from our earnest desire to do all 
His will as His faithful servant. Hence, the 
commandment to “love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, … soul, … mind, and 
… strength” (Mark 12:30). This would 
surely entail the use of all of our faculties to 
serve our Lord with devotion. “If any man 
serve me, let him follow me; and where I 
am, there shall also my servant be” (John 
12:26). As we express our wholehearted 
love towards God in our service to Him 
and His people, the express desire of our 
Lord Jesus’ loving heart will also be made 
manifest in our lives and relationships – 
that by our love “shall all men know that 
(we) are (His) disciples” (John 13:35).

Divided Love Renders False 
Service 
Any attempt to love the world more than 
God is unacceptable and abominable before 
Him. However, a more subtle danger lies 

in trying to love both the world and God. 
In Luke 16:13, we observe Jesus addressing 
His disciples (cf. v. 1a) by saying, “No 
servant can serve two masters: for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other; or 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 
Dear brethren, who commands your love: 
God or mammon? This may be an easy 
intellectual question to answer, but not 
so easy a practical choice to continually 
make. That is the gist of Jesus’ warning 
– He was concerned about the danger of 
Christians being sucked into the world by 
craving for material wealth. This undue 
desire for riches will inevitably cause a 
person to make decisions and channel his 
energies accordingly. In making money his 
yardstick for success and happiness, he has 
just made mammon his master. 

Therefore, Luke 16:13 is a solemn 
warning to all believers from our Lord 
Jesus that we cannot serve God and the 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/
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world; the pursuit of both entails opposing 
interests. The exclusive conditions for 
serving God would require every believer 
to never attempt to balance his service in 
these two areas. Any attempt to serve both 
is actually serving mammon. The word 
“servant” used here means “servant of the 
master’s household”; this tells us that no 
believer can be a servant taking care of and 
doing well in two different households! 

Incidentally, the disciples were not 
the only hearers present, for we read in 
v. 14, “And the Pharisees also, who were 
covetous, heard all these things: and 
they derided him.” The Pharisees were 
a group of religious teachers who loved 
to portray themselves as “real zealous 
servants” of God, but whom Jesus exposed 
as “covetous”. They took on their roles as 
teachers of the law and rulers of Israel not 
because of their sincere and wholehearted 
love for God, but for love of money, fame 
and personal ambition. Their service was 
false, because it was rendered for the 
wrong motives.

Divided Love Manifested by Love for 
Material Gain 
Though appearing as caring and religious, 
the Pharisees in reality were covetous and 
took advantage of the people’s wealth for 
their own benefit and gain. Their love 
and service to God were just a front for 
soliciting money from the people. They 
were a group of ferocious and covetous 
people who used feigned words to flatter, 
and by fair speeches defraud the hearts 
of the simple and gullible so as to derive 
material advantage from them. No 
wonder Jesus openly and firmly rebuked 
them, saying, “Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour 
widows' houses, and for a pretence make 

long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the 
greater damnation” (Matthew 23:14).

Their lust for material things was further 
exposed by Jesus in Matthew 23:16-19 – 
“Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which 
say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, 
it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear 
by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! 
Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, 
the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the 
gold? And, Whosoever shall swear by the 
altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth 
by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye 
fools and blind: for whether is greater, 
the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the 
gift?” Apparently, their preoccupation 
with “gold” and “gift” instead of the 
temple and its altar betrayed their divided 
hearts’ love for material things in their so-
called religious service. Outwardly, they 
pretended to serve God lovingly by finding 
favour in people’s eyes, but inwardly, they 
were hypocrites having a double standard! 
They took the Lord’s name in vain for their 
own materialistic enrichment. With their 
minds being clouded by mammon, the 
god of materialism, they were incompetent 
and unfit to guide the people, let alone 
to be God’s servants. May we always 
be circumspect and careful not to be 
influenced by the greed for wealth lest we 
be found harbouring a divided love.

Divided Love Manifested by Cherishing 
Selfish Ambition
Divided love can further manifest itself in 
the form of self-centred ambitions. That is 
why the apostle Paul warns that “nothing 
be done through strife or vainglory; but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves” (Philippians 2:3). 
Scripture is firmly against serving with 
ulterior motives and secret agenda. Some, 
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in doing so, can become ruthless and 
vicious, and will even go to the extent 
of “selling out” their souls and betraying 
the Lord!

A tragic case in point is Judas Iscariot, 
who followed Jesus more for political 
ambition than spiritual reasons. He saw 
Christ as a means to advance his own 
conceited and self-serving ideas of God’s 
kingdom. He harboured selfish agenda in 
his heart though he professed love to Jesus 
and concern for the poor. The apostle John 
exposed Judas’ true colours when he wrote 
of him: “This he said, not that he cared 
for the poor; but because he was a thief, 
and had the bag, and bare what was put 
therein” (John 12:6). Though Judas had 
been with the Lord for three years, he 
was not wholehearted in following Christ. 
Unlike Peter and the other disciples who 
had forsaken all (cf. Matthew 19:27), 
he did not leave all but followed with a 
divided allegiance. He ended up conspiring 
with the chief priests to betray Jesus! Dear 
believers, may we be warned against 
serving the living and true God with a 
partially consecrated heart.

Divided Love Manifested by Love for Fame
Furthermore, yet another way divided love 
is manifested is the yearning for status 
and high position, as was reflected in the 
Jewish religious leaders’ conduct. Matthew 
23:2-7 highlights this vividly: “The scribes 
and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat … But 
all their works they do for to be seen of 
men: they make broad their phylacteries, 
and enlarge the borders of their garments, 
and love the uppermost rooms at feasts, 
and the chief seats in the synagogues, and 
greetings in the markets, and to be called 
of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.” To be seated in 
Moses’ seat means to be an authoritative 

figure of the law and judge of God’s 
people. In enforcing the law, these false 
teachers made a great show to draw public 
recognition and get accolades from people. 
In other words, they craved for power 
and fame.

This was contrary to what Jesus taught 
His disciples: “Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to be seen of them 
… do not sound a trumpet before thee, as 
the hypocrites do … that they may have 
glory of men … And when thou prayest, 
thou shalt not be as the hypocrites … that 
they may be seen of men” (Matthew 6:1-
5). Dear Christians, may we be warned 
that love for the praise of men can render 
us unfit to serve God. As the apostle Paul 
exhorts, “do I seek to please men? for if 
I yet pleased men, I should not be the 
servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10).

Conclusion
Dear Christians, in our service for God, 
we must guard against being choked by 
materialism, fame and ambition, which 
will result in divided love for God. We 
must constantly remind ourselves of this 
overwhelming truth that “We love (God), 
because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). As 
the apostle John tellingly puts it, “Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). We 
are what we are only by God’s loving grace. 
Being saved “by grace … through faith”, 
we are then to walk in “good works, which 
God hath before ordained” (Ephesians 
2:8, 10). This “walking in good works” is 
our reasonable service – service rendered 
not out of compulsion or obligation, but 
out of grateful, wholehearted love.
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After being saved “by grace … through 
faith” (Ephesians 2:8), Christians are 
expected to serve God. Serving God is 
doing “good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Ephesians 2:10). Moreover, we 
are to “Serve the LORD with gladness” 
(Psalm 100:2a). Glad or joyful service is 
what God requires of us in our Christian 
life. Joy is one important aspect of the fruit 
of the Holy Spirit. If we are truly Christ’s 
disciples, we will be recognisable by the 
fruit of the Spirit, which includes joy, in 
our service.

However, not every Christian 
understands what it means to serve the 
Lord with joy. Some serve reluctantly; some 
serve with murmuring and complaints; 
some serve with hidden agenda and 
motives; some even serve with a boastful 
and competitive spirit. Actually, all such 
serve with a wrong kind of spirit; instead of 
joy, they often experience insecurity, fear, 
envy and strife. Yet, when a faithful saint 
serves God with singleness of heart for 
His glory only, there is great joy. Besides, 
some also have a wrong notion of joy. They 
equate joy with earthly happiness, which is 
dependent on pleasant circumstances and 
freedom from troubles and sufferings.

Joy and Trouble Can 
Go Together
Biblical joy is affected by none of these. 
It is focused on what God has done 
through His Son Jesus Christ: “but we 
also joy in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement” (Romans 5:11). As a result of 
our sins forgiven and us being reconciled 
to God by the death and resurrection of 
Christ, “in whom … ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable” (1 Peter 1:8b), we now have 
the unshakable joy of salvation. Hence, 

we read of how the apostle Paul served 
God with inextinguishable joy amidst 
trying circumstances (cf. Philippians 1:18; 
2:17; 3:1; 4:4, 10) – be it imprisonment, 
sacrificial labouring, dealing with false 
and unruly brethren, or making do 
with meagre provisions. A Christian’s 
joy in serving God rises above external 
circumstances because it recognises “the 
power of (Christ’s) resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings” (Philippians 
3:10). If anything, there is unmistakable 
joy in being “counted worthy to suffer” 
afflictions and even persecutions in the 
midst of God’s service (cf. Acts 5:41; 1 
Peter 4:13).

No wonder the apostle James exhorts 
Christians to “count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers temptations (or trials)” (James 
1:2). He goes on to say that the trying 
of our faith is to produce patience in us 
(1:3), and is thus a means to nurture the 
fruit of godliness and spiritual maturity in 
our lives (1:4). Trials “toughen” and “test” 
the genuineness of our faith. There is joy 
in knowing that we can be “more than 
conquerors” as we serve God amidst trials.

Scripture has recorded for us not a few 
biblical characters who serve God with joy. 
David is one such great example in the Old 
Testament, as can be seen from his life and 
the songs of praise he wrote in the Psalms. 
Though he had to live a fugitive life over 
many years hiding from the jealous King 
Saul and face treachery in his later years 
from those he had trusted, David retained 
his joy in serving the Lord. Consider a few 
(among many) of his testimonies of joy:

“But let all those that put their trust 
in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, 
because thou defendest them: let them 
also that love thy name be joyful in thee” 
(Psalm 5:11).
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“Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in 
thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore” 
(Psalm 16:11).

“And my soul shall be joyful in the 
LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation” 
(Psalm 35:9).

Yes, sometimes there may be a high price 
to pay in serving God, but He will reward 
us accordingly. “For God is not unrighteous 
to forget your work and labour of love, 
which ye have shewed toward his name, 
in that ye have ministered to the saints, 
and do minister” (Hebrews 6:10). Thus, 
for true believers, there is no “sacrifice” 
that is too great to make, especially when 
we consider how even Jesus “as the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many” (Matthew 20:28). Jesus is our 
best example of serving God with joy.

Joy Derives 
Satisfaction from 
Others’ Well-Being
Another interesting thing about joyful 
service is that our joy is accentuated by 
the edification and spiritual growth of 
those we minister unto. As the apostle 
Paul reminds his readers, “For what is our 
hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are 
not even ye in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our 
glory and joy” (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20). 
As we serve God through ministering to 
others, and they in turn become edified 
and grow unto spiritual maturity, what joy 
it brings to our hearts! As the Thessalonian 
believers (among whom Paul had served) 
became “ensamples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia” (1 Thessalonians 
1:7), Paul gives thanks to God, saying, 

“For what thanks can we render to God 
again for you, for all the joy wherewith 
we joy for your sakes before our God” (1 
Thessalonians 3:9).

Joy does not exist in a vacuum. The 
apostle Paul links his own joy to the spiritual 
welfare and steadfast faith of those he has 
ministered to in the Lord. So must we – 
Christian joy is a shared experience. After 
being saved, believers are joined together 
in a living union with Christ and become 
members of Christ’s body, “made to drink 
into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13). 
That is to say, no Christian is an island. 
We are put into a community of saints – 
the church – to work and to serve. As Paul 
tells us, “So we, being many, are one body 
in Christ, and every one members one of 
another” (Romans 12:5), everyone has his 
role to serve in the church. As we minister 
to our fellow brethren in the church and 
“Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of others” 
(Philippians 2:4), even “Rejoic(ing) with 
them that do rejoice, and weep(ing) with 
them that weep” (Romans 12:15), mutual 
care will flourish in the church. Indeed, as 
the saying goes, “Shared sorrow becomes 
halved, and shared joy becomes doubled.”

Conclusion
Dear Christians, let us serve the Lord 
not out of obligation but willingly with 
joy. The Lord who calls us is faithful and 
He is a rewarder to those who serve Him 
faithfully. May the Lord grant us grace to 
labour on till our time is over on this side 
of heaven, that we may have the ultimate 
joy of hearing Christ say to us, “enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:21b).
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“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, 
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 

for God loveth a cheerful giver.”
 2 Corinthians 9:7
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"Looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith; who... 
endured the cross, despising the 
shame..." (Hebrews 12:2).
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Serving the Lord is the divine duty of every 
born-again Christian. The Bible exhorts 
the saints to serve the Lord (Romans 6:18; 
1 Corinthians 7:22). The Holy Spirit gives 
spiritual gift(s) to every child of God to 
equip him for his service unto the Lord. 
Though not everyone would be called 
to serve in vocational ministries (such 
as pastoring God’s flock, teaching and 
preaching God’s Word, being an evangelist 
or a full-time staff of the church, etc.), it 
is nonetheless required of every saint to 
serve his heavenly Father while here on 
earth! And in the process of one’s service, 
God’s saint is bound to encounter difficult 
people and situations. Through it all, “the 
servant of the Lord must not strive; but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient” 
(2 Timothy 2:24). In other words, he is to 
serve “with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love” (Ephesians 4:2b).

The word “longsuffering” in the New 
Testament is made up of two Greek 
words, “makro” and “thumia”. The 
literal translation of “makrothumia” is 
“long-tempered” (the opposite of short-
tempered). According to Vine’s dictionary, 
“longsuffering” is that quality of self-
restraint in the face of provocation. It does 
not hastily retaliate or promptly punish 
(cf. Luke 18:7; 1 Peter 3:20). Furthermore, 
“longsuffering” can also be defined as 
the quality that does not surrender to 
circumstances nor succumb to trials. It 
is the opposite of despondency and is 
associated with hope. Thus, “longsuffering” 
can also be translated as “patient” (cf. 1 
Thessalonians 5:14b; James 5:7-8).

Longsuffering is a 
Characteristic of God
God’s longsuffering was abundantly 
manifested during the days of Noah 
(cf. Genesis 6-7). The imaginations of 

men then were so filled with “only evil 
continually” (Genesis 6:5b) that it grieved 
the LORD’s heart. The wickedness of men 
greatly provoked the LORD to anger. Yet, 
the LORD was “longsuffering to (them)-
ward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance” 
(2 Peter 3:9b). The LORD could have 
promptly punished mankind during the 
days of Noah for their wickedness but 
He restrained Himself. He called Noah, 
a preacher of righteousness, to warn the 
ungodly for 120 years about His impending 
judgment of flooding the earth, but they 
continued in their wickedness and believed 
not Noah’s preaching. They continued 
to eat, drink, make merry, marry and be 
given in marriage till it was too late (cf. 
Luke 17:27). Indeed, “the longsuffering of 
God waited in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was a-preparing”, just so for them to 
repent, but in the end only “eight souls (i.e. 
Noah and his family) were saved” (1 Peter 
3:20).

The Bible speaks of God as “The 
LORD God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin” (Exodus 34:6-7a). Without a doubt, 
God’s abundant mercies and longsuffering 
can be seen in His dealings with His 
chosen nation Israel. God’s forbearance 
with Israel as a nation over many years 
is well documented in Scripture. Despite 
great spiritual declension characterising 
the reigns of northern Israel’s and southern 
Judah’s kings, God’s longsuffering was 
shown in His sending faithful prophets 
to warn of God’s impending judgment 
against idolatry and apostasy unless 
averted by repentance (cf. Hosea 2; Amos 
5; Micah 6; Jeremiah 25:1-11). Alas, when 
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repeated warnings fell on deaf ears, Israel 
fell to the Assyrians (2 Kings 17:5-6) in 
722 BC, and Judah was subjugated by the 
Babylonians (2 Kings 25:1-4) in 586 BC. 
What followed were 70 years of captivity 
and exile in Babylon. Nevertheless, the 
covenant-keeping God would not discard 
His people forever; He only meant to 
chasten them for a season. No wonder 
upon the Jews’ return from captivity, 
Nehemiah was moved to testify of God’s 
longsuffering: “But … our fathers dealt 
proudly, and hardened their necks, and 
hearkened not to thy commandments, 
and refused to obey, … but hardened 
their necks, … but thou art a God ready 
to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and of great kindness, and 
forsookest them not” (Nehemiah 9:16-17).

Longsuffering is a 
Characteristic of the 
Fruit of the Spirit
Christians have been made partakers 
of God’s divine nature (cf. 2 Peter 1:4a). 
Upon being born into God’s kingdom, we 
are endowed with the Holy Spirit for the 
service of God. And “having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through 
lust” (2 Peter 1:4b), we are no more to 
walk after the flesh, expressing ourselves 
in “hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies” (Galatians 5:20). 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance: against such 
there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23).

As Christians serving the Lord, trials 
and afflictions are unavoidable in our 
lives (cf. 1 Peter 4:12). In such times, the 
Holy Spirit will enable us to go through 
difficulties with longsuffering, among other 

God-honouring traits. The Holy Spirit will 
grant us the grace to bear up with those 
distresses, as well as to bear those injuries 
caused by evil mouths and wicked hearts. 
As we walk in the Spirit, manifesting “the 
fruit of the Spirit”, we will be able to put 
up with the affronts hurled in our faces, 
and be ready to forgive those who offended 
us. Longsuffering (as one vital aspect of 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit) grows in the 
process of time, which can only come about 
through the trials providentially prepared 
by the Lord as a form of spiritual exercise 
to strengthen the patience of His children. 
These spiritual exercises help us to trust the 
Lord increasingly and thus mature in the 
faith according to God’s purpose.

Longsuffering is a 
Characteristic of the 
Christian’s Lot
The spirit of longsuffering is most needful 
– especially for those spiritually more 
mature – when it comes to serving God 
among His people. The apostle Paul is very 
mindful that in terms of temperament, 
God’s saints come in all shapes and sizes. 
Differences of opinion or in approaches to 
things could easily create friction, resulting 
in disagreements when Christians serve 
the Lord together. Hence, Paul pleaded 
with believers to “walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called, … with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in 
love” (Ephesians 4:1-2). It goes without 
saying that it is the spiritually strong who 
should take lead in doing the “forbearing”, 
even being “kind one to another” and 
“forgiving one another” (Ephesians 4:32). 
Truly, “We then that are strong ought 
to bear the infirmities of the weak, and 
not to please ourselves” (Romans 15:1). 
Spiritually-minded Christians are to 
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“esteem other better than themselves” and 
to “look … every man also on the things 
of others” (Philippians 2:3b-4). This is 
the lot of every mature – and maturing – 
Christian.

Christians are also urged to “be patient 
(from the root word “makrothumia”) 
toward all men” (1 Thessalonians 5:14b). 
The Lord Jesus told His disciples that 
“men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake” (Matthew 5:11). 
Ungodly men will persecute Christians for 
their faith and oppress them in many areas 
of life. Yet, we are encouraged to exhibit a 
longsuffering spirit in dealing with them! 
“But and if ye suffer for righteousness' 
sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid 
of their terror, neither be troubled; But 
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and 
be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear: 
Having a good conscience; that, whereas 
they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they 
may be ashamed that falsely accuse your 
good conversation in Christ” (1 Peter 3:14-
16).

Moreover, Christians are to be “patient 
(also from “makrothumia”) … unto the 
coming of the Lord” (James 5:7a). The 
apostle James exhorts the saints to “suffer 
with long patience” until the Lord returns 
to take them back to be with Him forever. 
Christians are to bear up well and show 
restraint in the face of hostility or opposition 
amidst their service. Notwithstanding all 
our trials and afflictions in serving God, 
it will be worth it all when Christ returns 
and says unto us, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant”. Meanwhile, we are 
to “stablish (our) hearts” (James 5:8) firmly 

upon God’s Word and be assured that our 
longsuffering in the midst of serving God 
will bear great testimony to others around 
us that can influence them for Christ. 
Thus, waiting patiently for the Lord’s 
return is also a form of serving God!

Conclusion
The need for serving God with longsuffering 
cannot be overemphasised. It is not only a 
godly trait, but also an important aspect 
of the fruit of the Holy Spirit, which will 
enable the spiritually mature Christian to 
persevere in his service, especially in the 
area of ministering to people (cf. Galatians 
6:1; James 5:19-20).

S e r v i n g  g o d

B i B l e  W i t n e S S   2 5



https://static-1.ivooxcdn.com/audios/0/8/3/4/6711473574380_XXL.jpg

Reformation Lectures 2017
in commemoration of 
the 500th Anniversary  

of the Reformation    

1st October – Pre-Reformation –  
Ecclesiastical Corruption and Declension   
by Pr Andrew Koh

8th October – Reformation from Within –  
“Morning Stars” and “Forerunners”  
by Pr Dennis Kabingue

15th October –  Reformation Precipitated by the Times –  
Social Developments and Intellectual Movements  
by Pastor Prabhudas Koshy

22nd October – Reformation Breakthrough –  
Defining Moments and Key Figures  
by Eld Richard Tiu

Venue: SingPost Centre, Level 5 Auditorium (next to Paya Lebar MRT station)
Time: 1.30pm - 3.30pm

Theme: “Historical Relevance of the Reformation”
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Bible Trivia - Exodus 31
Sarah Yong

Read this passage from the Bible, and then circle the correct answer from the brackets 
to complete each of the following statements.

1. The LORD told Moses that He had chosen Bezaleel, of the tribe of  
[ Levi / Judah ], to lead in the construction of the Tabernacle.

2. He would be filled with the spirit of God and given much wisdom, 
understanding and [ creativity / knowledge ].

3. Bezaleel would be a skilful craftsman, able to work with metals 
such as gold, silver and [ brass / iron ].

4. His work would also involve the cutting of stones and carving of  
[ glass / wood ].

5. The LORD chose [ Ahisamach / Aholiab ] from the tribe of Dan to 
assist him.

6. They would lead in making the various furniture needed for the 
Tabernacle and also the garments that would be worn by the  
[ priests / prophets ].

7. God also told Moses to remind the children of Israel to honour 
Him by keeping the [ Passover / Sabbath ].

8. Any person that defileth it or doeth work therein will be  
[ well spoken of / cut off from ] among his people.

9. God’s people are to work [ six / seven ] days a week.

10. The LORD had made heaven and earth in [ six / seven ] days, and 
then He rested from His work of Creation.

11. After giving all the instructions, the LORD gave unto Moses two 
tables of testimony written on [ wood / stone ] by the finger of 
God.

12. All this communion with Moses took place upon Mount  
[ Sinai / Zion ].

Answers to Bible Trivia - Exodus 30 (Volume 17, Issue 2, p. 23)
a )  s h i t t i m  b )  g o l d  c )  C r o w n  d )  r i n g s  e )  b u r n
f )  a t o n e m e n t ,  h o r n s  g )  b r a s s  h )  W a t e r  
i )  s o n s ,  w a s h ,  T a b e r n a c l e  j )  f o u r ,  o l i v e  k )  s a n c t i f y  
l )  f r a n k i n c e n s e  m )  t w e n t y  n )  C h r i s t ,  L a m b  
o )  s a m e ,  r i c h ,  p o o r

https://static-1.ivooxcdn.com/audios/0/8/3/4/6711473574380_XXL.jpg
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Eric Henry Liddell (1902 - 1945)“From an Olympian to a Missionary” - Part 1

(Retold from “Living 4 God” by Kath Dredge, published by Day One Publications; 
“For the Glory: Eric Liddell’s Journey from Olympic Champion to Modern Martyr”  

by Duncan Hamilton, published by Penguin Press)

Retold by Jenny Lok         Illustrated by Andronicus Koshy

It was 11 July 1924 in Paris, France. The Olympic race for the 400 metres 
was about to begin. The huge crowd at Colombes Stadium was ecstatic; 
everyone was chattering away, making such a din that an appeal for 
silence was made over the public address system. Gradually, a hush fell 
over the entire stadium. The starter for the race heaved a sigh of relief; at 
last the competitors were able to hear the call to their marks. 

In the line-up was Eric Liddell, an outstanding sprinter, with the 
number 451 (and the Union Jack stitched above it) clearly displayed on his 
white T-shirt. This was his first Olympic race, and he was chosen because 
of his excellent performance in the 100 and 220-yard races in London, as 
well as in the 400-yard race (in which he represented Scotland) during 
the athletics season in July 1923. In actual fact, Eric was to run in the 
100 and 200-metre races in the Olympic Games, but the heats were on a 
Sunday. No amount of persuasion from the organisers could make Eric 
change his mind against racing on a Sunday, which was a day of worship 
and listening to God’s Word (Sabbath day) for him. As a result, not only 
was the Olympic committee unhappy with him, the press and even the 
public lashed out at him with cruel remarks. Despite this, Eric remained 
loyal to God; he was glad to settle for just the 400-metre race. 

Just before the race, someone handed Eric a note which included 
a Bible verse taken from 1 Samuel 2:30 – “… for them that honour me I 
will honour,… Wishing you the best of success always.” Eric was greatly 
encouraged. As was his usual habit, Eric shook hands with the other 
competitors before the race. To his surprise, the Scottish pipe-band 
played a tune in support of the occasion. As the music came to an end, 
the race began… 

The eager crowd craned their necks to get a close view of the runners. 
The American Horatio Fitch was seen as the favoured winner. Since the 
time Eric took a firm stand against running on a Sunday, no one thought 
very much of him. In other words, nobody expected Eric to win at all! 

Eric Henry Liddell
From an Olympian to a Missionary 

(1902 – 1945) - Part I

2 8   B i B l E  W i T N E S S

C h i l d r E N ’ S  P a G E



However, Eric surprised the spectators by running extremely fast. He 
sprinted in the first 200 metres and was in the lead, with Horatio Fitch 
a short distance behind him. Instead of slowing down in the final 200 
metres before the final push (which was normal for athletes), Eric ran 
even faster, with his typical “head thrown back and his arms flailing” 
way of running. The moment Eric burst the tape at a world record time of 
47.6 seconds, the crowd let out a thunderous applause. Waves and cheers 
followed and continued for a long time as Eric responded humbly with “a 
smile, a wave, a raised arm, a nod of the head”. In his reply to a reporter 
who later asked him about his incredible speed, Eric had this to say: “The 
secret of my success over the 400 metres is that I run the first 200 metres 
as hard as I can. Then, for the second 200 metres, with God’s help, I run 
harder.” 

Shortly after his Olympic victory at Paris, Eric was back at Edinburgh 
University, where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree. Having 
done the university proud by winning the Olympic gold, Eric was crowned 
with an olive wreath and a poem, written in Greek, was specially dedicated 
to him. The poem spoke of his spectacular display of speed “as none hath 
shown until now”. After the graduation service, at the steps of St. Giles 
Cathedral, Eric was asked to give a speech and he quoted the “dust of 
defeat” motto he once saw at the University of Pennsylvania. He wanted 
to remind his audience how often losers were ignored or forgotten. It 
went like this: “There are many men and women who have done their 
best, but who have not succeeded in gaining the laurels (honour and 
praise) of victory. To them, as much honour is due as to those who have 
received those laurels.” Indeed, Eric felt strongly that both winners and 
losers deserved the same respect and recognition. What a humble man 
with a strong sense of justice! He truly believed that real victory did not 
lie in only getting the gold medal, but also in the way one strived for it. If 
he had not honoured God by not running on a Sunday, things could have 
been very different for him. 
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From that day onwards, Eric was recognised as an Olympic champion 
wherever he went because the newspaper published his photographs, 
and the film strip of his famous run was shown many times over. He 
became an overnight celebrity! Imagine how rich he could have been by 
merely endorsing (i.e. using his name to advertise) commercial products, 
such as tailored suits, sportswear, energy tonics, etc. However, Eric was 
not interested in making money or increasing his possessions. Instead 
of boasting about his fame, Eric made use of his popularity to speak to 
people about Christ. To Eric, the Olympic race in Paris was to be his first 
and the last, for he had already made up his mind to be a missionary in 
China! 

Eric’s parents, James and Mary, were, in fact, Scottish missionaries in 
China. Born in Tientsin (a port of China in those days), Eric was used to 
the life and culture of the Chinese people. When his father was called to 
serve in the village of Siaochang in the Great Plain of northern China, 
the family was separated for a while until both Eric and his older brother, 
Robert, were old enough to take the difficult journey to Siaochang. When 
Eric was 5 years old, his family decided to return to Scotland for a year, 
during which he and his brother started their formal education in the 
village school. As soon as the year was over, both boys continued their 
schooling in London. From a weak and small boy, Eric grew up into a 
strong young man. By then, he was already a science student at Edinburgh 
University in Scotland. Apart from his studies, Eric also enjoyed rugby 
and cricket; but most of all, he loved running. Very often, he would let 
runners use his trowel to dig holes to place their feet in because there 
were no starting blocks then. If there was an inexperienced runner who 
was given the outside lane (which was a disadvantage as there were no 
staggered starts and that meant having to run a longer distance), Eric was 
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more than willing to change places with him. Whenever Eric spotted a 
lonely soul, he would go up to him and say a word of encouragement. It 
was not surprising that he was well liked and respected.

Eventually, Eric’s parents and his 2 younger siblings, Jenny and Ernest, 
returned to China while Robert and Eric stayed behind at the Edinburgh 
Medical Mission Hostel. Robert was active in Christian work among 
students, but Eric (being quiet and shy) was not too comfortable talking 
to people. Nonetheless, when he was asked to speak to about 80 men at 

a meeting in Armadale in central Scotland about his faith, he agreed 
because his desire to tell them about God “who could change lives, give 
faith to live and the power to run” was far greater than his fear of public 
speaking. Though not an eloquent speaker, Eric impressed his listeners 
with his simple faith and devotion to God. Since that day, Eric was 
convicted that he ought to give himself fully to the Lord’s service. That 
was the beginning of more speaking opportunities; having to manage 
his speaking engagements, athletic training and studies made him very 
busy indeed! 

Right after the Paris Olympic Games, Eric made known his desire to be 
a missionary and many were taken aback by his decision. When he was 
asked the reason for being so willing to sacrifice all the glamour and gain 
that the Olympic win could offer him, he replied, “Because I believe God 
made me for China, and I am going to run a different race there.” Eric then 
went on to enrol at the Scottish Congregational College in Edinburgh to 
prepare himself for the work in China. After his studies, he would serve 
at the Anglo-Chinese College (run by the London Missionary Society), 
teaching science and Christian education, as well as providing training 
in sports. In his heart, Eric was all ready to return to China – this time as 
a missionary himself…
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Date: 6–8 September 2017, Wed–Fri 
(school holidays)

Venue: Tanjong Puteri Golf Resort 
Pasir Gudang, Johor

The upcoming Bible Witness Retreat will be 
jointly held with Gethsemane Ladies’ Fellowship. 

Besides being a Bible Study retreat for all, it 
is also planned to be a family retreat,* with a 

special focus on equipping Christian women to 
be spiritually mature and fruit-bearing so that 

they may effectively contribute to their families, 
the church and society.

* Married sisters are encouraged to come with 
their husbands and children. There will be special 

programmes for the children (4-9 years of age).

Registration form can be downloaded from www.biblewitness.com/retreat. 
For enquiry, please contact Lok Kwok Wah (9022 5508 / 6741 1910) 
or send an e-mail to bwmm.gbpc@gmail.com

Fees:
S$270/adult (Twin occupancy)
Fees include transport, accommodation, meals and notes. 
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