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Editorial
Dear Bible Witness readers,

As this last issue of 2018 reaches you, may our gracious God receive all 
praise and glory. We regret the delay in the distribution of this issue, as 
Bible Witness Media Ministry is facing major reorganisation due to the 
change of our premises. All of us who labour at Bible Witness Media 
Ministry are wholly indebted to God for His enabling grace that has 
helped us to continue publishing God’s truth through the printed page, 
digital media and the internet.

We are particularly thankful to God for His provision – through the 
generosity of His people – to purchase the new premises (33 Ubi Crescent) 
from where the Bible Witness Media Ministry will be co-ordinated. Right 
now, arrangements are being made for the renovation of the building. If the 
Lord permits, it will be ready for occupation and operation by July 2019. 
We request your unabated prayers for all good provisions and guidance to 
complete the renovation and furnishings of the building in good time.

This issue contains articles which deal with the issues of the heart that 
can seriously damage our spiritual progress and profitability. They call the 
readers to careful examination of the thoughts and intents of their hearts 
– hence the vigilant call to “beware of the enemy within”. We are grateful 
to the Lord’s servants who have contributed the articles of this issue. May 
the Lord use their writings to help us take heed to the biblical injunction: 
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. 
Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates?” (2 Corinthians 13:5). 

May the Lord be gracious to bless us all with the joy of loving and 
serving Him faithfully in the new year 2019.

Heartily in the Lord’s service,
Prabhudas Koshy 
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BEWARE OF THE ENEMY WITHIN

Flee From the

Ephrem Chiracho (1 Timothy 6:10)

Root of All Evil
Scripture warns us that “the love of money”, i.e. covetousness, is “the root of all evil” 
(1 Timothy 6:10a). Covetousness is the inordinate love for wealth, which displays the 
selfishness and discontentment inside man’s heart. It is a passion that is bent on getting 
riches by all means. In the context of 1 Timothy 6, it refers to a person who loses his 
spiritual and abiding treasures to gain transient and deceitful riches. Such a person is 
nothing short of being a slave to worldly wealth.
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Actually, covetousness is classified as 
idolatry in the Holy Scriptures (Colossians 
3:5c), because it makes one give first 
place to money or material possessions 
(instead of God) in his life. Moreover, 
covetousness is categorised together 
with heinous sins (such as fornication, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, 
among others) mentioned in the Bible 
(Colossians 3:5; cf. Mark 7:21-23).

Now, the 10th commandment 
in the Decalogue says, “Thou shalt 
not covet …” (Exodus 20:17). The 
keeping of this command essentially 
guards man’s heart against all the vices 
which are prohibited in the other nine 
commandments. A covetous person 
cannot keep the other moral rules given 
in the Decalogue. Let us briefly examine 
this enemy within our hearts.

Marks of Covetousness

Discontentment
A covetous person is never satisfied with 
what he possesses. He thinks that he 
will be happier if he adds a little more to 
what he has already gained. Sadly, with 
every addition, his heart will be craving 
for more. He is ever discontented with 
God’s provisions in his life. The Word of 
God cautions us: “He that loveth silver 
shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he 
that loveth abundance with increase: 
this is also vanity” (Ecclesiastes 5:10). 
Discontentment brings anxiety and 
worry to a man’s heart. Thus, a covetous 
person has no peace in his life.

Ingratitude
A covetous person never gives thanks to 
God for the blessings he receives from 
God’s hand. He thinks that God has 
shortchanged him and has given him less 
than what he deserves in life. Moreover, 
he cannot praise God for His kindness to 
others. In his mind, those mercies should 
have been bestowed upon him instead of 
others. Therefore, his “Thank you, Lord” 
is a hypocritical lip-service that is used to 
cover up his covetous heart.

Dishonesty
A covetous person lies and cheats people 
in his relationship and business in order 
to gain filthy lucre. A biblical case in 
point is Elisha’s servant, Gehazi, who 
lied just to secure some talents of silver 
and changes of garments from Naaman, 
the Syrian general who was healed of 
his leprosy (cf. 2 Kings 5:20-27). Such a 
person constantly attempts to get what 
his evil heart craves for at any cost. He 
does not care about truth and morality, 
much like the prophet Samuel’s sons, who 
“turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, 
and perverted judgment” (1 Samuel 8:3). 
His stomach is his god and he glories in 
his shameful gains (cf. Philippians 3:19). 
O Christian, please pay heed to how you 
go about getting money and riches.

Greediness
A covetous person is a greedy person. 
There is no stop to his inordinate passion 
to get more. In his view, the brass in 
someone’s possession glitters more than 
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the gold in his hands. Like Ahab of old, 
he cannot eat or drink till he grabs what 
rightfully belongs to others (cf. 1 Kings 
21:1-19). His insatiable and greedy heart 
ultimately makes his soul miserable at 
the success and prosperity of others.

Dangers of Covetousness

Leads to Simony
A covetous person does not guide his 
life by biblical moral principles. He does 
not put a difference between right and 
wrong. He abuses God’s endowments 
to enrich himself. A covetous leader will 
abuse his ecclesiastical office or spiritual 
gifts to get riches and honour. Such a 
person sacrifices his moral virtues to gain 
whatever his carnal impulses dictate. 
Eli’s children are fitting examples: they 
dishonoured God and corrupted His 
worship in order to fatten themselves (cf. 
1 Samuel 2:12-17, 29). 

Leads to Negligence of 
One’s Spiritual Life

A covetous person gives first priority to 
his worldly material gain; consequently, 
he neglects his walk with God. In 
dreaming how to expand his estate while 
neglecting his spiritual life, a covetous 
man is prepared to sacrifice the time due 
unto worship, prayer and fellowship for a 
relentless pursuit of gaining wealth.

Such an attitude puts the welfare of his 
soul at great danger. Lot was such a man. 
His covetous spirit led him to separate 

from the spiritual safety of Abraham’s 
covenant family. Eventually, he went 
into the wicked city of Sodom to live 
and do business (cf. Genesis 13:11-13). 
The heinous immorality of those people 
badly affected the minds and hearts of 
his wife and children. His daughters, 
who escaped the destruction of Sodom, 
defiled him and conceived children by 
him (cf. Genesis 19:30-36). In the end, 
covetous Lot lost everything he lived for!

Leads to Multiple Sins
In going against clear biblical principles 
so as to get what his covetous heart 
craves for, a believer sins against God 
and his own soul. Regarding God’s 
gracious commandments as restricting 
his freedom and depriving him of 
the enjoyments of this life, he rebels 
against God’s Word in order to satisfy 
his inordinate passions. That is why the 
Bible says that “the love of money is the 
root of all evil: which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:10)!

A covetous person trusts in money 
more than in the living and true God. He 
abuses God’s name in order to accumulate 
dishonest gain, like Balaam “who loved 
the wages of unrighteousness” (2 Peter 
2:15). He is prepared to cheat and lie, 
and is more than willing to work on the 
Lord’s Day just to add one more dollar to 
his possessions. He dishonours his father 
and mother by depriving them of what is 
due to them, so as to save a little more. 
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He is prone to steal and bear false witness 
to get what he covets after. He can even 
commit the ultimate sin of treachery 
and murder. Remember, a covetous 
Judas sold Jesus Christ for thirty pieces 
of silver – what a tragedy! A covetous 
heart is the opposite of a godly heart. O 
Christian, flee covetousness, and follow 
after righteousness (cf. 1 Timothy 6:11)!

Leads to Departure 
from the Faith

A covetous person cannot live up to the 
truth of the Gospel. He is easily deceived 
by the false promises of worldly gain, and 
is thus prone to go against his biblical 
convictions both in belief and practice. 
He covers up, hinders or perverts truth to 
obtain monetary or material gain. Today, 
many professing believers are sacrificing 
their loyalty to Christ on the “altar” of 
wealth and fame. In so doing, “they have 
erred from the faith”.

Gradually, their love for Christ and 
their commitment to God’s Word wear 
away. When biblical truths go against 
their passion for riches, they easily 
renounce their Christian profession. This 
was the sad story of Demas who forsook 
the cause of Christ, “having loved this 
present world” (2 Timothy 4:10a).

Remedy for Covetousness

Contentment
The Bible declares that “godliness with 
contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 
6:6). Every Christian must train himself 
to be contented, whatever his lot may be. 
A contented person is one whose heart 
is satisfied with divine providence. He is 
also one whose mind is quietened and at 
peace, resting on the arms of Christ and 
not complaining or demanding to have 
more. Even though he aspires to grow 
and prosper in various aspects of his life, 
a contended Christian rejoices in the 
Lord for his present state. Though he may 
walk through the “valley” of deprivation, 
he acknowledges God’s dealing with him 
as an act of mercy, for such a Christian 
is spared from many a burden and 
responsibility that come with managing 
“uncertain riches” (1 Timothy 6:17).

1 Timothy 6:6
But godliness with 

contentment is great gain.
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Setting Our Affection on 
Heavenly Wealth

The Christian is a pilgrim journeying 
towards his celestial inheritance. This 
world is not his home. As he has come 
empty-handed into this world, he will 
likewise “carry nothing out” of it (1 
Timothy 6:7). Therefore, his passion must 
be set on his abiding heavenly heritage. 
The Word of God exhorts us: “If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on 
the right hand of God. Set your affection 
on things above, not on things on the 
earth… Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry” (Colossians 3:1-5).

Mortification of evil passions is 
possible only through the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Romans 8:13). Therefore, 
a Christian must be daily filled with 
the Holy Spirit in order to mortify his 
carnal passion for wealth, that he may 
live righteously and bring glory to his 
Redeemer. A contented Christian lays up 
his treasures in heaven, “where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 

thieves do not break through nor steal” 
(Matthew 6:20), and uses his earthly 
possessions for the glory of God.

Trusting God
In the final analysis, it all boils down to 
how much we trust our Heavenly Father 
who “knoweth what things ye have need 
of, before ye ask him” (Matthew 6:8b). 
God has promised to provide for His 
children what is due at the most accepted 
time. Our God feeds even the birds of 
the air and cares for the grass of the field. 
He knows all our needs and has assuredly 
promised to provide for us graciously 
(cf. Matthew 6:25-33).

Therefore, “Let your conversation be 
without covetousness; and be content 
with such things as ye have: for He 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5). Let 
every Christian trust God’s ability and 
faithfulness to provide for all his needs. 
Implicit trust in an all-knowing loving 
God, who “shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:19), will go a long 
way to help us avoid being ensnared by 
this treacherous “root of all evil”.
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Fall Not 
into the

Samuel Joseph
(1 Timothy 3:6)

Condemnation 
of The Devil

In his first epistle to Timothy, the apostle Paul lays 
out a list of qualifications for bishops or elders of the 
church. Towards the end of this list, Paul enjoins 
that no “novice” (or new believer) should be made 
an elder, “lest being lifted up with pride he fall into 
the condemnation of the devil” (1 Timothy 3:6). 
Certainly, Paul does not mean that a believer can lose 
his salvation and end up eternally condemned, just 
like the devil! The word “condemnation” refers rather 
to the judgment or sentence pronounced against sin. 
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A connection is thus made between the 
pride that caused the devil to fall and the 
pride into which a Christian may be led 
by a hasty ordination or elevation. A new 
believer, raised unwisely to a position of 
great responsibility in the church, may 
find himself falling into the same sin for 
which the devil stands condemned.

Such a comparison drives home 
the great peril of pride. If it caused the 
devil himself (originally a highly-placed, 
powerful archangel) to fall, can we think 
ourselves immune?  Pride, in fact, is a very 
real and grave concern for all Christians. 
We desire to understand it and to deal 

with it. In this we are helped by the 
apostle’s comparison, which prompts us 
to consider the discovery of pride in the 
devil (which will help us investigate the 
nature and character of this sin), and then 
to determine, for ourselves, what defences 
we may bring to bear to guard against it.

Discovery of Pride
Scripture assumes both the existence 
and personality of the devil – clearly a 
spirit-being, created good, as all God’s 
creation was “very good” originally 
(Genesis 1:31) – but has relatively little 
to say about his origin. Two illuminating 
passages, however, shed light on this 
pure creature’s devastating fall. In both 
cases, the LORD instructs His prophet 
to take up a “proverb” or a “lamentation” 
against a heathen king, but certain of the 
accompanying details cannot possibly 
apply to any human monarch. Instead, 
the LORD’s prophet is given a view of 
the spiritual power behind these earthly 
kings, namely the devil himself, whose 
wickedness and depravity are exemplified 
in his human instruments.

One of these passages, Ezekiel 28:11-
17, describes the devil’s fall from an 
external perspective, providing a stark 
and arresting contrast between his nature 
before and after his fall. An “anointed 
cherub” is portrayed – one “full of 
wisdom, and perfect in beauty”, covered 
with “every precious stone”, and stationed 
“upon the holy mountain of God”. He was 
indeed a creature “perfect in [his] ways” – 
until “iniquity was found” in him. With 
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terrible swiftness, the “covering cherub” 
was banished and “cast … as profane out 
of the mountain of God”.

Pause for a moment to consider the 
dreadful import of these words. This was 
a creature good, beautiful, perfect, sinless 
– anointed to a high heavenly office, 
given an exalted station, endowed with 
great privilege. Yet in a universe utterly 
without sin, in the complete absence 
of any external temptation or tempter, 
rebellion was born in his heart! Iniquity, 
unknown in all the rest of creation, was 
found in him. His very beauty caused his 
heart to be lifted up; his very brightness 
caused his wisdom to be corrupted. 
The cause of this astonishing tragedy, 
in a word, was pride!

The nature of this pride is revealed in 
another passage, Isaiah 14:12-15, which 
describes the event from an internal 
perspective. Here the heart of the devil 
is laid bare, and his pride exposed by five 
statements of God-defying ambition: “I 
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God: I will sit 
also upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the sides of the north: I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds; I will be 
like the most High.” What an unholy 
dream, to “be like the most High” – to be 
God, in place of God! What foolishness 
this is, a creature aspiring to replace 
his Creator! The devil indeed was once 
“full of wisdom” (Ezekiel 28:12), but it 
became “corrupted” (Ezekiel 28:17) by 
pride, and by this deadly self-deception 
his condemnation was sealed.

Two subtle but treacherous dangers 
emerge from this consideration of the 
discovery of pride in the devil. In the first 
place, pride can arise from within, even in 
the absence of external temptation. It is a 
self-deception, a self-corruption that can 
arise and spread with alarming swiftness 
and deadly consequences. In the second 
place, the tendency to pride increases 
with privilege. The more one is given, 
and the more one is blessed / gifted, the 
more one is in danger of it! Pride strikes 
exactly where we think we are strongest, 
and turns that very strength into our most 
debilitating weakness. Pride can turn the 
greatest champion in God’s army into 
the greatest traitor to His cause! So it 
happened with the devil, and so it can 
happen with us, if we are not constantly 
on guard. Truly, as it is written, “let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12).

Defences Against Pride
Paul indeed was aware of these two 
lethal dangers of pride. In 1 Timothy 3:6, 
which has been considered earlier, the 
caution “not a novice” comes near the end 
of Paul’s list of qualifications for elders. 
The apostle seems to suggest that even 
if a new believer were to possess all the 
other qualifications, the very fact of his 
juvenescence or lack of spiritual maturity 
(that is honed through spiritual experience 
over time) would be enough to disqualify 
him, precisely because of this risk – that 
he may be lifted up with pride, leading in 
turn to his fall, as in the case of the devil. 
This is certainly instructive. Corporately, 
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we must beware of promoting anyone 
too quickly within the hierarchy of the 
church. This provides us with one layer 
of protection against pride.

Furthermore, because pride arises from 
within and can exist even in the absence 
of any specific external temptation, it 
behoves us to guard ourselves individually 
as well as corporately. We must take 
to heart the warning given to Baruch 
in Jeremiah 45:5a – “And seekest thou 
great things for thyself? seek them not”. 
This requires a dedicated and vigilant 
commitment to self-examination, as well 
as temperance regarding our desires, 
passions and ambitions. We must learn 
to be aware of our motivations, and to 
be in control of our cogitations, so as to 
“[bring] into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 
10:5b). The first stirrings of rebellion 
must quickly be quelled by a patient and 
deliberate submission to the will of God.

Finally, it is heartening to remember 
that in this great struggle against pride, 
the Lord Himself often fights for us – 

although not in the way we might expect 
or hope. Paul’s experience gives us a 
strong hint. As we have seen the potency 
of pride in striking down the most 
highly-placed of the Lord’s servants, we 
might expect the apostle Paul himself 
to be in the greatest danger. This was in 
fact the case. And as providence would 
have it, Paul was protected when God 
permitted his affliction through “a thorn 
in the flesh, the messenger of Satan”. 
You could say, it was God Himself 
who prevented his being “exalted above 
measure” (2 Corinthians 12:7). In effect, 
God protected Paul – by afflicting him.

It is not for us, therefore, to despise 
affliction, but to “glory in [our] 
infirmities” (2 Corinthians 12:9). If we 
would be greatly used of the Lord, we 
should expect to be greatly humbled by 
Him. We should not be grumbling, but 
be full of gratitude, because our heavenly 
Father is holding us back from falling 
into the “condemnation of the devil”.
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Guard Against any

Joshua Yong
(Hebrews 12:15)

Root of
   Bitterness
In Hebrews 12, the writer of the book of Hebrews encourages Christians to persevere 
in the running of the Christian race (v. 2). Just as those ‘heroes of faith’ (as recorded for 
our spiritual learning in Hebrews 11) persevered in the faith, and just as the Lord Jesus 
Christ endured the cross, so Christians are exhorted to endure and remain faithful 
through thick and thin in their sojourning here on earth. The writer then moves on to 
challenge Christians regarding their Christian conduct and testimony (v.14).
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Call to be Vigilant 
in Maintaining 

Christian Testimony

It is in this context that three warnings 
in verses 15 and 16 are issued. These 
warnings are introduced by the call 
“looking diligently”, which describes the 
need to “give very careful attention to”. 
Therefore, we are not to take them lightly, 
but to give careful attention to them in 
our Christian conduct and life. We are 
not to run the Christian race blindly 
or carelessly, but as a holy witness and 
testimony for the Lord. Our adversary, 
the devil, will seek to hinder Christians 
in running this race. He will strive to 
destroy their Christian witness and 
testimony by discouraging them in their 
faith through the trials of persecution, 
or by distracting and tempting them 
through the attractions of the world. That 
is why this warning is especially needful.

Each warning is identified by the 
word “lest”, which reminds us not to 
let these things happen. In this article, 
we are focusing on the second warning 
issued – “looking diligently… lest any 
root of bitterness springing up trouble 
you, and thereby many be defiled” (v. 15).

This warning references Deuteronomy 
29:18, which says, “lest there should be 
among you man, or woman, or family, 
or tribe, whose heart turneth away this 
day from the Lord our God, to go and 
serve the gods of these nations; lest there 
should be among you a root that beareth 
gall and wormwood”. The warning 

in Deuteronomy 29:18 was a warning 
against idolatry and its consequences. 
The word “gall” describes a poisonous 
herb, and the word “wormwood” refers to 
a bitter-tasting herb. The metaphor used 
here speaks of how idolatry is like a bitter 
poison which will spread throughout 
the community of Israel, bringing about 
devastating consequences.

The writer of Hebrews here uses 
a similar picture to warn against any 
who may live a careless Christian life. 
He warns Christians not to “fail of the 
grace of God” (v. 14) in dealing with 
bitter feelings that may arise in their 
interactions with people, particularly 
with fellow believers. A careless Christian 
who lacks vigilance in guarding against 
entertaining  feelings of bitterness will be 
corrupted like a poisonous plant, whereby 
its terrible effects will not only affect the 
person himself, but also others around 
him. Hence the need to pay very careful 
attention to not allowing the bitter and 
poisonous plant to even take root.

Beware of the Source of 
Bitterness 

It all begins with the “root”. The root 
is the source of life for a plant. It is the 
means by which a plant draws in water 
and nutrients. Thus it denotes the source 
and the supply of the plant. If it draws 
in toxic chemicals, the plant will become 
poisonous. Similarly, if sin is allowed 
to take root in a person’s heart, and if 
nothing is done to uproot this poisonous 
tare in a person’s life, the poison of sin 
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will soon grow and spread. Hence, it all 
begins with the root. This is corroborated 
by the warning in Deuteronomy 
29:18 – if idolatry is allowed to take 
root in Israel, it will spread and affect 
generations to come.

Oftentimes, the root of bitterness 
in a man’s heart may appear small and 
innocuous. That is how it starts, but it 
will soon grow. It may very well begin 
with a little disappointment, or a feeling 
of being slighted, or being taken for 
granted. But here is where we must nip 
it in the bud. If we allow any simmering 
feeling of resentment to take root in our 
hearts, then our time and energy will 
be given to many unsavoury thoughts. 
If we allow any trace of bitterness to 

take root in our hearts, it will produce 
the fruits of bitterness. Once these 
have taken root in our heart, we will 
have to constantly supply this fleshly 
passion with unwholesome thoughts and 
aspirations to give vent to it.

In order to get rid of any manifestation 
of sin, one must get to the roots - one 
must remove its source and supply. 
When God commissioned Jeremiah as 
a prophet, He summarised his mission 
thus: “to root out, and to pull down, and 
to destroy, and to throw down, to build, 
and to plant” (Jeremiah 1:10). Before 
there can be the planting, there must be 
the rooting out and the pulling down. So 
it must be in the case of bitterness – if 
there be any sign of bitterness, we must 

root it out and pull it down.

Beware of the Springing 
Up of Bitterness 

If the poisonous plant is not rooted 
out, it will continue to grow. 
Soon from this root, a bitter and 

poisonous plant will “spring up” and 
will “trouble” the environment. If the seed 

of bitterness is planted and allowed to take root, 
what will grow out of that seed will be ruinous to our 
testimony for God. We must never underestimate 
the growth of this sin. This was the case with 
King Saul. King Saul’s envy of and consequent 
resentment over David’s success resulted in 
his bitter paranoia and obsessive hunting for 

David’s life. This bitter root in Saul’s heart 
ultimately brought about Saul’s neglect of the 

kingdom’s affairs, which cost the people 
greatly (cf. 1 Samuel 22-24).
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As this bitter plant grows, it will 
bear forth not fruits of righteousness, 
but fruits that are poisonous. By the 
time these bad fruits are observable in 
the lives of Christians, it would mean 
that sin has already taken root a long 
time back. Spiritual backsliding does 
not happen overnight.

By the time this bitter plant grows 
and spreads, it is going to have a harmful 
and dangerous effect. It will “trouble” 
and affect “many” (v. 15). The word 
“trouble” comes from the root word 
meaning to “crowd in”, which has the 
idea of vexing and causing distress. Not 
only will bitterness choke up a person’s 
own life, but if left unchecked, it will 
adversely affect others.

Beware of the Spread of 
Bitterness 

If the root of bitterness is allowed to 
remain, it will not only grow, it will also 
spread. As poison can spread through 
a person’s body system from just one 
source of entry, so bitterness will also 
spread, defiling many, even if it has 
just one starting point.

If bitterness is not rooted out amongst 
God’s people, it will “defile” (i.e. 
“pollute”) others. The word “defile” is 
used to describe a ceremonial impurity. 
God’s people are to be separated from 
the world so that they can be the salt and 
light of the world. What a great tragedy 
when God’s people, instead of exhibiting 
loving kindness and cordiality, become a 

group of people characterised by cutting 
criticism and retaliatory infighting 
because of their harbouring of feelings of 
resentment and bitterness!

Christians must consider the impact 
that they have on others – firstly upon 
fellow believers, and secondly upon 
unbelievers. We must not cause fellow 
believers to be stumbled by our failed 
testimony. How terrible it would be 
when another Christian, who is seeking 
to live a holy and God-honouring 
life, is “defiled” or unwholesomely 
influenced, not by an unbeliever but by 
a disobedient, professing believer who is 
full of gripes and bitterness.

Conclusion
This is why we must first look diligently, 
paying very careful attention to and 
guarding our lives, as well as watching 
out for the lives of others, that no “root 
of bitterness” be allowed to linger on in 
the first place. As we “run with patience 
the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 
12:1c), may we “let all bitterness … be 
put away from [us], with all malice”, and 
be “kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven [us]” 
(Ephesians 4:31-32).
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This article discusses a subject that 
concerns all of us personally – it 
addresses a “weapon” which everyone 
possesses. Of course, not everyone 
possesses pistols, rifles, swords, bows and 
arrows, grenade-launchers, or guided 
missiles. But when someone feels upset 
and offended by another, or becomes 
fretful and envious, or wishes to avenge 
himself for being given a raw deal, what 
is the nearest weapon at hand to launch 
an attack? Answer: The tongue!

Little but 
Destructive Weapon

As a Christian writer perceptively 
observed, “If someone is jealous of 
another, he uses the tongue in place of a 

machine gun and slays [the other party] 
with words of abuse” (Simo Ralevic). 
He might further chip in with words of 
misrepresentation – we call it “character 
assassination”. Oh, our words can be 
as painful as “the piercings of a sword” 
(Proverbs 12:18a)! They can bring ruin 
and havoc. Bitter, cutting words hurled at 
another person with great intensity and 
frequency will often leave the other party 
deeply hurt and devastated. We all know 
too well (unfortunately), by observation 
or through personal experience, that 
because of a lack of self-restraint, many 
an emotional wound has been inflicted, 
and many a friendship (or even close 
relationship) has been poisoned. Oh, how 
frightening the misuse of our tongue can 
be! The old adage, “Sticks and stones may 
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break my bones, but words can never 
hurt me”, certainly doesn’t hold true in 
the light of Scripture and from real-life 
observation. For our words not only can 
hurt, they can destroy as well.

How can a little, rather harmless-
looking “member” of the human body 
spark off such great trouble? That’s just 
what the apostle James is trying to draw 
our attention to – “Even so the tongue 
is a little member, and boasteth great 
things” (James 3:5a). James deliberately 
uses two contrasting terms to drive 
home his point: “little” and “great”. The 
tongue truly is little or small in terms of 
size (in proportion to the human body), 
somewhat unnoticeable and unobtrusive. 
But do not underestimate its “little-ness”. 
It can blow things out of proportion. 
James says it “boasteth great things”; it can 
brag and tell tall tales. It can play mind-
games by making intimidating threats 
(real or imagined). It can exaggerate, 
flatter, allure, and even promise you the 
moon. Indeed, the tongue, though “a 
little member”, is capable of playing up 
issues which subsequently can have far-
reaching repercussions.

Destructive Nature of 
the Tongue 

Such destructive impact is highlighted by 
the analogy of a little spark of fire which 
can kindle and set a vast area of forested 
land on fire. “Behold, how great a matter 
a little fire kindleth!” (James 3:5b). 
James uses this observable ecological 
phenomenon to highlight the destructive 

nature of the tongue. We do hear in the 
news of how certain regions in the world, 
especially during the dry, hot season of 
the year, would experience bush fires. 
Very often, what begin as small patches 
of shrubs catching fire would spread and 
escalate, and end up raging as forest fires 
over an extensive area, especially if aided 
by strong winds. Just as a little spark 
in the wrong place at the wrong time – 
spurred on by contributing conditions – 
can set an extensive forest on fire, behold, 
how great a matter a little misuse of the 
tongue kindleth, especially if aided by 
winds of gossip and slander!

James minces no words here. After 
comparing the tongue with the analogy 
of a little fire, James pointedly declares 
that the tongue itself “is a fire” (v. 6a)! 
James is not saying that we have all 
become mini-leviathans, breathing out 
sparks of fire through our mouths (cf. 
Job 41:19). This metaphor likens the 
misuse of the tongue to the destructive 
properties of a fire. Undoubtedly, fire 
has its constructive uses – we need fire 
to cook food, to boil water, and (in cold 
countries) to keep warm. Fire also gives 
out light, which enables us to see in 
the dark. We would say, “fire is a good 
servant, but a bad master.” However, its 
negative connotations and destructive 
properties are referred to here. A fire 
burns, consumes, wreaks havoc to 
property and life. It can also spread 
horrifyingly fast. Nothing can stand in 
its way, not even an innocent bystander. 
In fact, anything that gets in its way – 
unless it is water – will inexorably get 
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swallowed up and become fuel, thereby 
adding fuel to the fire.

Like a destructive fire, the tongue can 
inflame. One ready example that comes to 
mind can be gleaned from that notorious 
central figure of World War II – Adolf 
Hitler, the man who will forever be 
known in history as the German dictator 
who had ordered the extermination of six 
million Jews in gas chambers. Everyone 
knows he was one of the most wicked 
men in history; but not everyone knows 
he was a very cunning orator. World 
War I had ended in 1918; Europe was in 
seeming peace. But Germany, being on 
the losing side, was in great economic 
and social turmoil due to harsh sanctions 
imposed by the victor countries. The 
result was high unemployment and great 
dissatisfaction among the masses. The 
German people were ready for someone – 
anyone – who could restore German pride 
and make their nation great again. Onto 
the scene stepped this wily character with 
ambitions to conquer Europe. Hitler 
made many inflammatory speeches, 
and used Jews as scapegoats, blaming 
them for Germany’s loss in WWI. 
He deliberately used incendiary words 
to arouse bigoted feelings / opinions 
against minority races, especially the 
Jews, culminating in the Holocaust. 
Interestingly, one historian who had 
studied Hitler’s speeches made an 
instructive observation: he said that had 
all of Hitler’s speeches been written out 
instead of spoken, NO German would 
have gone to war! Such was that wicked 
man’s crafty ability to use that “little 

member” in his mouth to systematically 
arouse, inflame and incite the masses into 
misguided action. Who says words can’t 
kill? Words can even start a world war!

No wonder the tongue is also 
described by the apostle James as “a 
world of iniquity” (v. 6b), which depicts 
the intensity and extensiveness of 
wickedness that the tongue is capable of. 
It is not just a small portion of iniquity 
that the tongue commits. The tongue can 
be deceitful; it can distort facts, ridicule, 
insinuate, insult and misrepresent – 
a whole world of maliciousness and 
wickedness indeed! Now, this iniquity-
laden tongue unfortunately has a defiling 
effect on the whole person. We do well 
to remember Jesus’ words regarding 
eating with unwashen hands, which the 
Pharisees took issue with. Jesus’ reply 
was that it is “not that which goeth into 
the mouth [that] defileth a man; but 
that which cometh out of the mouth, 
this defileth a man”, specifically because 
“those things which proceed out of 
the mouth come forth from the heart” 
(Matthew 15:11, 18). “For out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies (a world of iniquity 
indeed): These are the things which defile 
a man” (Matthew 15:19). The tongue, 
in giving vent to all these, “defileth the 
whole body” – as James puts it (v. 6c) – 
and, in the process, merely confirms the 
condemnation of the whole man.

The destructive nature of the tongue 
is further corroborated by James’ sober 
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reminder that an evil, 
fiery tongue is ultimately 
associated with “the fire that 
never shall be quenched”, namely 
hell-fire (v. 6d). Hell, according to Jesus’ 
teachings and parables, is a place where 
“there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth” (Matthew 13:42b). It will be a 
noisy place (that’s an understatement). 
The expression “gnashing of teeth”, 
incidentally, means “hurling of abuses”. 
Wailing and gnashing of teeth would 
imply anguish, regret, with much abusive 
words, swearings and cursings thrown 
in. No quiet sanctity whatsoever. Dear 
reader, be sure you do not possess a 
fiery tongue, for a fiery and evil tongue 
will find its ultimate destiny – and 
destination – in hell itself!

Destructive Bent of the 
Tongue

Now, if you go away thinking that you 
can somehow control your tongue by your 
own will-power and resolution, James 
pierces this false hope by confronting us 
with a sobering truth – “But the tongue 
can no man tame” (v. 8a). It is one of 
those things which Scripture describes as 
“that which is crooked cannot be made 
straight” (Ecclesiastes 1:15a).

To drive home his point, James first 
mentions something interesting in v. 7 
before declaring an ironical reality. A list 
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of creatures which God has created on 
the 5th and 6th days of Creation week are 
enumerated. They all have been tamed by 
mankind. Man, being made in the image 
of God, has been given dominion over all 
the works of God’s hands on the earth 
(Psalm 8:6; cf. Genesis 1:28). Even after 
the Fall, man still retains this dominion 
somewhat and has this amazing ability 
to subdue “the beast of the earth”, “the 
fowl of the air”, “every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth”, and “the 
fish of the sea” (cf. Genesis 1:25-26). 
Hence James’ comment that “every kind 
of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, 
and of things in the sea, is tamed, and 
hath been tamed of mankind”. To be 
“tamed” means “trained to be gentle; not 
fierce, or wild, or uncontrollable”. Since 
time immemorial, animals have been 
trained for agricultural and work-related 
purposes (like horses and elephants), and 
some even for entertainment business 
(like lions and tigers). Birds have also 
been known to do man’s bidding; we read 
of how in war time, some special birds 
were trained to carry messages, thereby 
giving a twist to the term “air-mail”. 
Even serpents have been brought under 
control, as demonstrated by the antics of 
snake-charmers. Man’s ingenuity is not 
just confined to dry land – it extends to the 
sea as well. Those who have been to world-
renowned ocean theme-parks would 
have been fascinated by the commanding 
dolphin-trainers and whale-handlers. 
The list goes amazingly on…

Contrast this to man’s appalling 
inability to subdue his tongue, which “is 

an unruly evil” (v. 8b). The word “unruly” 
means “wild, violent, uncontrollable” – 
just the direct opposite of being tamed. 
Imagine a man who has mastery and 
command over big, strong, ferocious 
animals, yet has no control over a little 
piece of muscle tissue inside his mouth; 
he constantly lets fly a string of expletives 
and has difficulty reining in his volatile 
temper. What an ironical picture! 
Such a man “hath no rule over his own 
spirit”, and is depicted as “like a city 
that is broken down, and without walls” 
(Proverbs 25:28). This is the depressing 
reality of an untamed tongue.

Notwithstanding the destructive 
bent of the tongue, the heart of the 
matter is not the tongue. The tongue 
is very untamable, simply because the 
root of the problem is not the tongue – 
but the heart! “A good man out of the 
good treasure of the heart bringeth forth 
good things: and an evil man out of the 
evil treasure bringeth forth evil things” 
(Matthew 12:35). In other words, 
the “deadly poison” (v. 8c) which the 
tongue spews out comes from “the evil 
treasure” of the heart! The tongue merely 
manifests the wickedness in our hearts. 
And we have very formidable, deadly 
poisonous enemies within us. Their names 
are pride, jealousy, unrighteous anger, 
selfishness, lust, desire for revenge and 
many others. Very few will disagree that 
these are our worst enemies!

True, 2 Corinthians 5:17 tells us that 
“if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature”; yet it didn’t take us long to 
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realise that after becoming a Christian, 
we are entered into a formidable arena of 
spiritual conflict. This inner battlefield 
is most succinctly summed up by the 
apostle Paul in Romans 7:19 – “For the 
good that I would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do.” We are 
all too familiar with the wretched flesh 
still present in us, ever lurking to drag 
us down into wrongdoing if we but just 
lower our guard. Oh, the downward pull 
of sin is always present in our flesh! Unless 
our hearts are continually sanctified and 
cleansed “with the washing of water by 
the word” (Ephesians 5:26), we cannot 
even begin to hope to purge our tongue 
of its “deadly poison”. Dear Christian, 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 
4:23). This entails an ongoing battle 
against our enemies within, and therefore 
lifelong spiritual discipline. Because of 
the destructive bent of the tongue, we can 
never let our guard down – it is constant 
vigilance to the end!

Destructive Use of 
the Tongue Reined In

That being the case, ought we not take 
great pains to exercise great watchfulness 
over the exit of words from our slippery 
tongue? Firstly, we must be born again, 
that the Holy Spirit may indwell us and 
empower us in our spiritual walk. “For 
I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18); 
our “old man … is corrupt according to 
the deceitful lusts” (Ephesians 4:22b). We 
need divine help to overcome “the law (or 

power) of sin which is in [our] members 
(i.e. our flesh)” (Romans 7:23b), “that the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit” (Romans 8:4). Certainly, 
we need no less than the Holy Spirit’s 
help to overcome an untamed tongue.

Secondly, we must pray like the 
psalmist David: “Set a watch, O LORD, 
before my mouth; keep the door of my 
lips” (Psalm 141:3). A “watch” means 
a guard or sentry who stands watch 
at the gate. In biblical times, a sentry 
was stationed at the gate of a protected 
city to guard against intruders, as well 
as unauthorised personnel going out. 
Similarly, to rein in the destructive use of 
the tongue, we need to guard our mouth 
gates. Several time-tested guardsmen 
of our tongue can be gleaned from the 
following biblical passages.

To begin with, Proverbs 18:13 warns 
us, “He that answereth a matter before 
he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto 
him.” What we say must be true. For 
truthfulness to characterise our speech, 
we must have the facts before uttering 
anything. Moreover, Proverbs 12:18 
admonishes us, “There is that speaketh 
like the piercings of a sword: but the 
tongue of the wise is health.” Is what 
we say done in a spirit of love? Do not 
bluntly use cutting words that would 
cause hurt to the other party. Neither fly 
off the handle in rebuking / correcting 
someone. Our words must be seasoned 
with lovingness so as to bring health 
(i.e. healing and restoration) to the 
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hearers. Furthermore, Proverbs 10:19 
points out to us, “In the multitude of 
words there wanteth not sin: but he 
that refraineth his lips is wise.” To avoid 
“multitude of words”, we must say things 
that are needful. There must be this 
godly restraint in speech. “He that hath 
knowledge spareth his words” (Proverbs 
17:27a). Needfulness is crucial to guard 
against idle, casual, frivolous speech.

That’s not all. Proverbs 15:23 exhorts 
us, “A man hath joy by the answer of his 
mouth: and a word spoken in due season, 
how good is it!” For our words to have 
far-reaching favourable impact, they 
ought to be uttered at the right time. 
The right time may not be now, but later. 
This entails self-control and oftentimes 
patience. Timeliness dictates that we 
be “slow to speak” (James 1:19b). So, 
before the exit of our words, they must 
pass the stringent tests of truthfulness, 
lovingness, needfulness and timeliness. 
Only when what we want to say is able 
to satisfy the conditions of these four 
biblical guardsmen, may we speak.

Conclusion
Beloved Christians, how has been 
the use of your tongue? Has it been 
used to “minister grace unto the 
hearers” (Ephesians 4:22b)? We meet 

(and interact) with people every day. 
Sometimes we meet with many people in 
a day, and sometimes with some people 
many times a day. Never forget that the 
words that proceed out of our mouth will 
have a strong bearing on the character 
and welfare of others, as well as the 
glory of God. I think it was Wang Ming 
Tao (an outstanding Chinese saint) who 
made this astute assessment regarding 
the usage of the tongue: “The devil wants 
to use your words to dishonour God 
and cause your downfall. Evil men want 
to use your words to bring you harm. 
Mature people will use your words to 
determine what kind of person you are. 
And those around you will be influenced 
by your words to receive benefit or harm.”

Let us not forget the purposes for 
which the tongue is created. It is for the 
purpose of speech. May we use the gift of 
speech to bring cheer, turn away wrath, 
correct error, administer justice, sustain 
the weary, grant forgiveness, as well 
as give encouragement. “A wholesome 
tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness 
therein is a breach in the spirit” (Proverbs 
15:4). May the Lord help us to guard this 
powerful “little member” within our lips, 
that “the words of [our] mouth, and the 
meditation of [our] heart, be acceptable in 
thy sight, O LORD, [our] strength, and 
[our] redeemer” (Psalm 19:14). Amen.
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Theologian of 

the Reformation — Part II
(Retold from“A Glimpse of the Life and Works of John Calvin” by Timothy Tow, published by Christian Life Publishers, Singapore;
“This Was John Calvin” by Thea B. Van Halsema, published by Baker Book House for I.O.E.A. Ministries, Grand Rapids, Michigan;

“Heroes of the Reformation” by F. G. Llewellin, published by Gospel Press, London, Great Britain;
“Trial and Triumph: Stories from Church History” by Richard M. Hannula, published by Canon Press, Moscow, Idaho)

Retold by Jenny Lok Illustrated by Andronicus Koshy

By now, Calvin’s heart was beginning to turn to God. He had personally seen 
how many Protestants had suffered for their faith and yet remained strong 
in the Lord. Thus far, he had also read many writings of Reformers such as 
Lefevre, Luther and Zwingli. Their works had certainly inspired him to seek 
the truth. All this while, Calvin had in fact wanted to be just a respectable 
scholar who would spend his time writing in some quiet place by himself. 
Through this, he hoped to find some peace, but alas, he struggled with 
constant guilt and misery for his past mistake in trusting the Roman Church. 
The only way was to surrender to God and let Him have His way with him. 
Henceforth, Calvin’s heart was set aflame. He was willing to be “a fugitive 
for the Gospel’s sake”!

 After Noyon, Calvin went back to Paris briefly before heading for 
Angouleme (a township in France). There he stayed with his friend and 
classmate, Louis du Tillet, who owned a mansion and a library of about 
three to four thousand books. Imagine Calvin’s joy when he could spend 
hours and hours reading and writing in such a fine library! In order to hide 
his real identity, Calvin took on the name of Charles d’ Espeville. Happily, 
Calvin settled into an easy and peaceful life studying the Scriptures and 
gaining more understanding of his new faith in Christ. This, however, did not 
last long. Many educated men who were invited to du Tillet’s home sought 
Calvin out. Soon Calvin found himself venturing into the neighbouring homes 
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and villages, as well as the countryside, to share God’s Word. Dressed in 
black, Calvin would gather groups of faithful listeners in a small cave near 
the river. They came again and again, risking their lives just to hear this 
learned man talk about the living and true God from the Scriptures.

 In 1534, while at Angouleme, Calvin had an opportunity to meet up 
with Lefevre, “the first leader of the French Reformation”, for the first time. 
Lefevre was close to 100 years old by then. It was truly a meeting of minds 
as they both loved the land of their birth – France – and were passionate 
about the Reformation cause. Very possibly, Lefevre could have said to him, 
“Young man, you will one day be a powerful instrument in the establishing 
of the kingdom of God in France.” Right after this memorable meeting, 
Calvin made up his mind to give up his priesthood in Noyon and the income 
that came with it. On 21 May 1534, John Calvin walked out of the gates of 
Noyon, not knowing when he would return to his birthplace again.

 Calvin became an itinerant preacher, “without a home and without a 
church”. Nonetheless, his heart had never been nearer to God as then. He 
continued to minister to the believers in Paris, comforting and strengthening 
them in the faith. All these meetings were held in secret as the police were 
always active in tracking down those who turned against the Roman Church. 
Some were caught and were burnt at the stake, yet they did not forsake 
God nor His truths. When Calvin’s “life on the run” later brought him to the 
city of Poitiers, he remained fervent in preaching God’s Word to followers 
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of Christ in parks and secret caves. Subsequently, he went on to Orleans 
where he did some writing. One such written work was in Latin, where 
Calvin stated that “the soul is alive and awake, even though it left the body”; 
while the other were two introductions to the French translation of the Bible 
undertaken by his cousin Olivetan. This time, his writings were not mere 
scholarly pieces of work, but the treasured product of a heart that was fully 
convicted by God’s truths.

 Meanwhile, many posters written in French were put up one eventful 
morning in Paris (on 18 October 1534) in many public places, which not 
only criticise the Roman Church but also King Francis of France. As a result, 
a new wave of persecutions began against the Protestants. Calvin, therefore, 
had to change his mind about returning to Paris. Accompanied by his good 
friend, du Tillet, Calvin made his way to Strasburg in Germany. It was said 
that Calvin met briefly with Erasmus, a Dutch scholar, who had edited and 
published the Greek text of the New Testament. Erasmus’ effort had also 
contributed significantly to the Reformation cause.

 Unable to find any suitable place where he could study and write, 
Calvin, together with du Tillet, continued their journey to Basel, known for 
being “the Swiss centre of learning and printing”. At last, Calvin found his 
“haven” of rest – a room which he rented from a Madame Catherine Klein. 
He adopted a new name, Martianus Lucanius, to conceal his real identity 
as he was still a wanted man by the French authorities. Feeling relaxed and 
much relieved after a long wandering, Calvin set to work on the first edition 
of the Institutes of the Christian Religion. This book was written mainly to 
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aid new Protestants in understanding the truths of the Bible in an organised 
manner. Beyond a shadow of a doubt, Calvin had truly displayed a thorough 
knowledge of the Scriptures and a great conviction that God’s Word is 
without any mistake and will never fail. In view of the intense persecution 
back home in France, the Institutes were also used to defend the faith of 
those who were falsely accused. For this reason, Calvin had chosen to 
dedicate the Institutes to King Francis of France, hoping that his eyes would 
be opened to the truth of the Gospel and that he would stop persecuting 
the Christians. The first edition of the Institutes of the Christian Religion was 
published in March 1536 in Basel. This was his most important contribution 
to the 16th century Protestant Reformation. 

 Immediately after the appearance of the Institutes of the Christian 
Religion, Calvin chose to leave Basel for Italy. Though an extremely intelligent 
man, Calvin remained humble, for he had declared: “my object (aim) was 
not to acquire fame”, and he was glad “that nobody there (in Basel) knew 
that I was the author”. For a few months, both Calvin and du Tillet stayed 
in Ferrara, Italy, where they received protection from the duchess Renee, 
who was of the Protestant faith. She protected them until Calvin’s return to 
Noyon briefly upon the death of his brother Charles. After this, he intended 
to proceed to Basel through Lorraine, but could not because of war. So they 
decided to travel via Geneva.

 It was July 1536 when Calvin arrived in the city of Geneva, Switzerland. 
Right before him was a breathtaking view of the city, which was “built on 
the rock beside a blue lake” and surrounded by mountains, “some green, 
some snow-capped and wrapped in clouds”! However, Calvin’s eyes did 
not linger on the beautiful sight. His plan was to spend just one night at an 
inn, and thereafter leave quietly before anyone could spot him. Unknown to 
him, Farel, a “fiery, red-bearded” convert under the old professor Lefevre, 
needed Calvin’s help to strengthen Geneva in its new Protestant faith. Farel 
was confident that Calvin was the man he was looking for after having read 
the Institutes. Ever zealous for the Gospel, he wanted to free Geneva from 
the traditions of the Roman Church and lead its people back to the teachings 
of the Scriptures. Farel recognised Calvin despite his great effort to hide 
himself in the room of the inn. Now, at 27 years of age, Calvin remained 
very much a man on the run – pursued by King Francis of France. All he 
wanted at this time was to hide his identity and spend more time in his 
private study and writing. However, lo and behold, Farel “burst into the 
room like a thunderstorm”! Though “stocky and short”, his voice was strong 
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and he spoke rapidly, pacing the floor. By contrast, Calvin was stuck to his 
chair, looking “thin and pale” though “with piercing eyes that shone out of 
his neatly trimmed black beard”.

 “Thank God, you’re here. You must join me in the work at once!” 
Farel spoke loudly and earnestly. Calvin protested, “I cannot do it. It is not 
for me. I am too shy and timid. I am afraid in the face of trouble. Besides, 
I am often sick. A study is the place for me. I am a man of books and of 
writing … In the name of the Lord, have pity upon me and allow me to 
serve God otherwise.”

 The older man would not accept “No” for an answer! With eyes 
blazing and fingers pointing straight at Calvin, he thundered, “You are 
following your own wishes, and I tell you in the name of God Almighty, that 

if you do not help us in this work of the Lord, the Lord will punish you for 
seeking your own interests rather than His.” At that rebuke, Calvin felt 
“as if God from on high had stretched out His hand and [taken] hold 
of him”. He finally submitted to God’s leading in this matter. From a 
retiring scholar, Calvin became a leading Reformer! This was certainly 
the greatest turning point in his life.

(To be continued...)
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Bible Trivia - Leviticus 26
Remembrance, Repentance & Restoration

Sarah Yong

A. Here in Leviticus 26, the LORD reminds the children of Israel 
of “the statutes and judgments and laws”, which He “made 
between him and the children of Israel in mount Sinai by the 
hand of Moses” (v. 46), and also lists out the consequences of 
obedience and disobedience respectively.

Read the selected verses, and then fill in each blank with a 
suitable answer.

1. Verse 1 reminds 
us not to make 
or bow down 
to any images. 
Which of the Ten 
Commandments 
also warns us 
against the 
practice of idol 
worship?

     Ans.: __________
     Commandment

2. Verse 2 instructs 
us to worship 
the LORD in His 
sanctuary weekly. 
Which of the Ten 
Commandments 
also teaches us this 
holy duty?

     Ans.: __________
     Commandment
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B. Leviticus 26 tells us that the LORD is also gracious and merciful 
to forgive repentant sinners, pardon their sins and once again 
receive them into fellowship.

Read verses 40 and 41, and then complete each sentence below 
regarding the steps to repentance: 

3. Read verses 3-12. What were some blessings for those who obeyed the 
LORD’s commands?

4. List some curses that would befall a people who disobeyed God. 

God’s people would:

a. dwell in their land _________ 
(v. 6)

b. chase and prevail over their 
__________ (vv. 7-8)

a. They shall experience terror and ___________ of heart (v. 16).

b. Their enemies shall ____________ over them (v. 17).

c. Their land shall not yield her ____________ (v. 20).

d. They shall be scattered, and their land become _____________ and 
their cities waste (v. 33).

1. Confess your i____________ unto God.

2. Be h____________ in your heart before God.

3. Accept the p____________ of your iniquity by God.

c. be fruitful and _____________ 
(v. 9)

d. have God’s ___________ set 
among them (v. 11)

Part A: 1. four; 2. Nadab, Abihu; 3. Eleazar, Ithamar; 4. fire; 5. word; 
6. LORD, died; 7. wine, tabernacle

Part B: delight, obeying, better, yield, obedience, righteousness, free, servants

Answers to Bible Trivia - Leviticus 10 
(Volume 18, issue 5, p. 27)
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