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J

ohn 12:1-8 records the difference of
opinions about Christ that existed
among the people. While those
who believed that Christ is the Son of
God were showing greater enthusiasm
in expressing their love for Christ and
His doctrines, those who rejected Him
were increasingly manifesting their
unbelief and hatred for Him. A careful
study of the responses of both friends
and foes of Jesus can help us to examine
our own attitude toward Christ.

Friends of Jesus: Mary, Martha
and Lazarus (vv. 1-3, 7)
Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem, when
He visited Mary, Martha and their
brother, Lazarus, in Bethany. “They
made him a supper” (v. 2). Preparing
a delicious meal for the Lord and His
disciples was their expression of love
for Him. Though their meal with Him
was a collective effort, each one of them
had a distinct way of showing their love
for Christ. Likewise, each of us who
loves Him should express our personal
affection for Him in special ways.
Martha served: She was the cook, and
with much diligence she made Him
a supper. Sometimes we hear people
speaking disparagingly of Martha that

the Lord chided her for serving too much
on another occasion (cf. Luke 10:4042). In reality, He did not chide her for
much serving, but for being so cumbered
by the workload and for speaking
strongly against her sister. Martha, in
this instance, did not fall into the fault
which her Lord once so gently chided;
she did her part quietly and well, and
thereby set forth her service to Jesus
in the most commendable manner.
There are sisters in the church whose way
of serving Christ is mainly from their own
home by receiving friends and strangers
with warm hospitality. They treat them
to meals. They also care for the sick and
the poor by making appropriate food for
them. Some other sisters, like Dorcas,
make garments for them. Like holy
women of old, they minister to the Lord
of their substance. Their work is with
things temporal, but they are nonetheless
approved of by their loving Master.
Brothers, too, as deacons, may honour
the Lord better by serving tables than
attempting to teach the saints when the
gift suitable for that work is not given to
them. Each man and woman must labour
according to his or her ability and calling.
Lazarus was “one of them that sat at
the table”: We might hastily imagine
3
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that by sitting there he did nothing. But
the people had come together to see
Lazarus, who had been raised from the
dead; and for him to sit there, to present
himself, and especially to eat and to
drink, was the best thing to convince
onlookers that he was indeed alive.
Our blessed Lord Himself, when He
rose from the dead, found it needful to
convince His disciples that He was really
alive in a real body. Therefore, He took a
piece of broiled fish and of an honeycomb,
and did eat before them all. When they
saw Him eat, then they were sure that He
lived. So, when Lazarus ate at the table,
sceptics could not say, “It is merely His
corpse, set upright to look alive, or a mere
phantom to deceive.” Lazarus’ eating
and drinking was a testimony for Jesus.
How wonderful it will be, if we all know
how to eat and drink to the glory of God!
There are some Christians who cannot
do much or say much, but their godly
lives, their patient suffering, their quiet
holiness, are good witnesses to Jesus.
Besides, someone in the family was
needed to keep the Master company and
who could do this but Lazarus, the one
who was loved of the Master? Anywhere
else, Lazarus might have been out of place,
but it appears most fitting that Lazarus
should sit at the table. Fellowshipping
with Jesus was Lazarus’ pleasure. He did
not avoid Jesus, but respectfully took his
seat with the Master, giving honour to
Him by attentively listening to Him.
If you are not comfortable serving in
the leadership, then you must encourage
those who labour in the leadership of
the church for the Lord through your
joyful participation and fellowship
in the activities of the church. Thus,
you can offer your love for the Lord
in the ministry of the church.
4

Mary anointed Jesus: But what did
Mary do? She was not needed at the
table, for Lazarus was there; and she was,
perhaps, of small use in the kitchen, for
her abilities appeared slender in that area.
Then, what should Mary do? Her heart
was very warm, and she felt she must do
something. However, she did not consult
anybody. The love for Jesus made her
very innovative, and she thought about
a special way of serving the Master,
which her loving heart suggested.
She went to Simon’s house prepared to
do what she planned to do for Jesus.
She came with a pound of ointment of
spikenard to anoint Jesus. It was very
costly. But in her heart, it was never
too costly to give to Jesus. There was
a pound of it, but there was none too
much for Him. It was very sweet, but
none too sweet for Him. She brought
the pound of ointment, and poured it
upon His feet as He sat at the table,
and then began to wipe His feet with
her hair. Thus, she consecrated her
personal beauty (her hair) as well as
her valued treasure to Him whom she
both loved and adored. She had found
something to do, and that something is
not the least of the three works of love.
“And the house was filled with the odour
of the ointment”: When Mary expressed
her love for Christ at His feet, its aroma
spread throughout the house. Everyone in
the house came to know that something
special occurred in the house. Mary
did not have to go to every room and
cry, “Spikenard! Spikenard! Wonderful
spikenard!” In a similar manner, we do
not have to announce what we are doing
for the Lord. Just pour your loving service
at Jesus’ feet. We need, nowadays, to have
a little less talk about our deeds for Him
and much more actual living unto Jesus.
Jesus responded to Mary’s deed of love,
saying, “Against the day of my burying
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hath she kept this:” Jesus said this to
defend Mary against the criticism of the
wicked Judas. Jesus knew Mary’s heart.
He explained her act as an anointing for
His burial. It is commonly explained
that Jesus invented this motive for her to
relieve her embarrassment. But when we
consider the text as it stands, we must
conclude that Mary had the same purpose
in mind, as Jesus said (cf. Mark 14:8).
She understood that the Lord’s death was
drawing near, for she heard her Master
saying that His hour was nigh. Jesus had
recently revealed His impending death,
even when He was speaking to the public
(John 10:11, 17-18; cf. Matthew 20:18-19;
Mark 10:33-34). But the disciples refused
to believe Jesus’ prediction of His death.
She sensed the darkness of the hour, and
the hostility against Jesus. She knew that
the Jews were laying in wait to kill Him.
She also knew that He would surely die
for her salvation. Her heart was filled
with much love for Him. And she did it all
as a thanksgiving gesture for His loving
death for the redemption of sinners.
Serve in unity: The service of the three
members of that elect family made up
a complete feast for the Lord and His
disciples. Martha prepared the supper,
Lazarus conversed with their honoured
Guest, and Mary anointed His feet.
Let us not be bickering and complaining
against one another. Let each one of us
do what he feels he can do, even what the
Lord expects from us. Let us not look on
another’s work with ungenerous eyes. In
this story, we see neither Martha, nor
Lazarus, nor Mary, complaining against
one another, but together they made
the service complete. All members in
the church do not have the same office
or gifts, but each one must lovingly
complement the office of the other,
because all of us serve for the love of Jesus.

A Foe of Jesus: Judas (vv. 4-8)
One can hardly escape the fact that John’s
account of this supper was intended,
among other things, to present a contrast
between Mary and Judas. “Then saith
one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot,
Simon’s son, which should betray him.”
Mary was sad at heart about the
impending death of Jesus, and was filled
with love for Him. But Judas was rather
concerned about how to make more
money, even though it would mean
betraying the Lord, leading to His death.
Judas was a wolf in sheep’s clothing!
It was likely that in this gathering in
Bethany, Mary and Judas were two
people who were fully aware that Jesus
was going to die. And in that realisation,
the true nature of each came to light.
Both had enjoyed an intimate fellowship
with Jesus. They had heard His teachings
and had known His love. Yet, in this
crisis, they reacted so differently.
She anointed Him for burial. Judas, on
the other hand, was wondering “What
can I get out of Jesus?” We know that
he bargained to betray the Lord for
thirty pieces of silver, the price of a slave.
Therefore, on that day both Mary and
Judas achieved a memorial. Mary’s was
a memorial of love and unselfishness.
Judas’ was a memorial of hatred and
greed. Mary’s ointment perfumed the
supper chamber. The winds of time
have wafted it throughout the world,
as an odour of sweet ointment of utter
devotion to the Son of God. But, what
was Judas’ memorial? The chief priests
took his ill-gotten gain, and with it bought
a potter’s field in which to bury, not Jews,
but foreigners (Matthew 27:7). And they
did not even name it “Judas Memorial
Cemetery!” He betrayed the Lord by
grabbing everything he could possibly
get, but he lost everything in the end.
5
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Foes of Jesus do not necessarily appear
to be wicked. Like Judas, they will sit at
the table with Jesus. They will find an
honourable seat among His disciples.
They even seem to have good comments
and advice. But they are like Judas
who commented, “Why was not this
ointment sold for three hundred pence,
and given to the poor?” Their words
are deceptive and self-motivated.
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The Apostle John comments that “This
he said, not that he cared for the poor;
but because he was a thief, and had the
bag, and bare what was put therein.”
Judas was the custodian of the common
purse, and the verb “bare” (ebastazen)
can mean “bare away” in the sense of
embezzle. The imperfect tense may
suggest a continual pilfering during
Christ’s ministry. Hence, Judas may
have hated to see his prospect for greater
enrichment dissipated at the feet of Jesus.
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Judas was not a man concerned about the
poor, but his own wealth. He just wanted
the money in the treasury, so he could
steal whenever the opportunity arose. So
Jesus responded to Judas, “Let her alone:
against the day of my burying hath she
kept this. For the poor always ye have
with you; but me ye have not always”
(vv. 7-8). Jesus reminded them that
Mary’s act did not rob the poor. There
remained abundant opportunity for
assisting those in need (cf. Mark 14:7).
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We should not think of true religion as just being charitable to the needy. There is no
true religion where the love for Jesus has no place. However, this does not mean we
can forget about the needs of the poor. Those who truly honour Jesus will share His
concern for those in need. Let us take note of Jesus’ words that “the poor always ye have
with you.” That means Jesus wants us to kindly help those who are poor. True charity
does not flow if there is no true devotion to Christ, for it flows out of one’s sincere
devotion to Christ. Otherwise, charity becomes a pretext for self-gain and self-glory.

It is the Christian’s joy to give Christ joy.
C. H. Spurgeon
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T

he disciples of Jesus were happy
to be known as “slaves of Jesus.”
There is no doubt that they
regarded it as an honour to be His slaves.
This is very apparent from the New
Testament epistles, where they introduced
themselves as servants or slaves (doulos –
James 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; Revelation 1:1; Titus
1:1). To be a servant, especially a servant
of God, was by no means a shameful
thing. But now the Lord Jesus has given
them the honour to be His friends.
Abraham was the only one in the Old
Testament upon whom this title was
conferred. Anyone who is familiar
with the Scriptures would have been
aware of the uniqueness of Abraham’s
place as God’s friend. So these words
of Jesus must have utterly thrilled
the remaining eleven disciples.
All of them had longed for intimacy
with Him. There was even contention
among them about which one would sit
closest to Him in His Kingdom. Now
He reassured all of them that He also
desired intimacy with them. In addition,
He listed a number of characteristics
essential for fostering a loving relationship
with Him. If we endeavour to cultivate
these essential characteristics in our
lives, we will also be His special friends.

✔

Loving as He Loved

“This is my commandment,” said Jesus,
“That ye love one another, as I have
loved you. Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends” (John 15:12-13).
Everyone who claims to be a friend of
Jesus must possess a deep, sincere, and
abiding love for other Christians. A
Christian is able to love others, because
he is loved by the Lord. The love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit (cf. Romans 5:5). A
Christian lives in the love of God and
that prepares him to love others too.
You cannot be a true believer without
having love for other believers. In 1 John
2:9-10, the apostle wrote, “He that saith he
is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in
darkness even until now. He that loveth
his brother abideth in the light, and there
is none occasion of stumbling in him.”
To be unloving to other Christians,
a Christian has to violate his new
nature in Christ. He has to resist the
love that is natural to his new nature,
and conjure up sin instead. Love is not
something that needs to be acquired.
It is given to us by the Holy Spirit. It
7
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is natural to a born again Christian to
love other friends of Jesus. Paul writes,
“But as touching brotherly love ye
need not that I write unto you: for ye
yourselves are taught of God to love
one another” (1 Thessalonians 4:9).
Jesus wants us to love the way He loves.
He expressed this deep desire when He
said, “Ye love one another, as I have loved
you.” Of course, our love cannot be of the
same scale as His. But we can love the
way He loves. We can be sacrificial and
selfless. We can go beyond a superficial
affection and love others with a love
that is total and self-giving. “Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends.”
Our relationship with other Christians
must go beyond acquaintance. We all
share a common spiritual heritage. We
should see them as Christ sees them.
Love should move us to help them in
their needs, to bear their burdens, and
to feel the hurt of those who are hurting.
We should be willing to comfort, to
sacrifice, to instruct and to support, just
the way Christ would. Jesus wants us to
love the way He loves. He says, “Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends.”

✔

Obeying His Commands

Our Lord also said, “Ye are my friends, if
ye do whatsoever I command you” (John
15:14). Obedience is a characteristic that
sums up the essence of friendship with
Christ. In fact, obedience is a condition
for intimacy. In John 15:10, Jesus said,
“If ye keep my commandments, ye shall
abide in my love.” Then in verse 14,
He added, “Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you.” That is
not to say that friendship with Him is
either earned or attained through human
effort but rather that obedience is an
identifying mark of the friends of Jesus.
8

Our obedience is a mark of our love
for Him. In an earlier passage in
John, Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep
my commandments” (John 14:15). In
John 14:23, the Lord offers a closer
communion to all those who would
obey, “If a man love me, he will keep
my words: and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him, and make
our abode with him.” Everyone who is
obedient to His Word will receive the
joy of His presence. The Lord takes
great pleasure in making the obedient
Christian know that He is pleased with
his ways and that He is with him.

✔

Knowing His Revealed Will

In Jesus’ day, servants and their
masters were rarely friends. Though
they were not necessarily enemies, they
simply would not cultivate the kind
of relationship that existed among
friends. In a normal conversation, a
slave was told only of the things he
had to do. Seldom was he told why he
should do it. A slave was never invited
to know his master’s plans and goals.
Things were different between Jesus and
His disciples. He told them in John 15:15,
“Henceforth I call you not servants; for
the servant knoweth not what his lord
doeth: but I have called you friends;
for all things that I have heard of my
Father I have made known unto you.”
Surrendering to Jesus Christ is never
blind obedience. He shares with His
friends everything He has received from
the Father. He always makes His friends
a part of His plans and purposes. It is the
truest kind of friendship. Consider His
prayer to the Father: “I have manifested
thy name unto the men which thou
gavest me out of the world: thine they
were, and thou gavest them me; and
they have kept thy word. Now they have
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known that all things whatsoever thou
hast given me are of thee” (John 17:6-7).

He added, “I have chosen you out of the
world.”

So, spiritual knowledge has passed from
the Father through Jesus to the apostles.
The apostles passed it to us through
the Scriptures (cf. Romans 16:25-26).
Spiritual understanding sets Christians
apart. The things of God are spiritually
discerned, and the unredeemed mind
cannot understand them (1 Corinthians
2:12-16). A philosopher or scientist who
seeks spiritual truth apart from the Word
of God and the Spirit of God knows little
compared to the simplest Christian.
What a privilege it is to be His friend!

The Greek word for “chose,” tithemi,
carries the idea of appointment. We
have not been chosen to stand and watch
the world go by. The Bible does not
command those who are in the world to
come to church. It commands those in
the church to go out into the highways
and along the hedges, and compel people
to come in (cf. Luke 14:23). Jesus’ last
commission to His followers was, “Go
ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).

✔

Bearing Fruits that He Ordained

Jesus said, “Ye have not chosen me, but
I have chosen you, and ordained you,
that ye should go and bring forth fruit,
and that your fruit should remain: that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in
my name, he may give it you” (John 15:16).
Jesus told the disciples that they did not
choose Him, but that He had chosen
them and appointed them. In verse 19,

Jesus chose a group of men out of the
world of darkness. He saved them, loved
them, and trained them. He called them
His friends. Then He sent them back
into the world to tell the people about
Jesus Christ. We have the high calling to
glorify the name of Christ in the world.
We are called and ordained to let God
work His perfect will through us. Thus,
for the Christian, life has a purpose. Each
time we reach out to someone with the
Gospel and he receives the Lord Jesus
Christ as His Saviour, we bring about a
transformation that will last for eternity.
How glorious it is to live as Jesus’ friend!
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The Church
That Left Its

First L♡ve
Er rol D. Stone

T

he risen Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ addressed the church at
Ephesus:

Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus
write; These things saith he that holdeth
the seven stars in his right hand, who
walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks; I know thy works, and
thy labour, and thy patience, and how
thou canst not bear them which are
evil: and thou hast tried them which
say they are apostles, and are not, and
hast found them liars: and hast borne,
and hast patience, and for my name’s
sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
Nevertheless I have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast left thy first
love. Remember therefore from whence
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the
first works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
out of his place, except thou repent. But
this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds
of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of the

“
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tree of life, which is in the midst of the
paradise of God” (Revelation 2:1-7).
The church at Ephesus certainly was
commended for being patient, opposing
evil, exposing false teachers, remaining
steadfast, but it was also condemned
because it had left its first love.

The Church at Ephesus
The Apostle Paul founded the church
at Ephesus. The church was firmly
established by the Apostle Paul on his
third missionary journey (Acts 19-20).
While he was there, Paul instructed
the disciples of John the Baptist (Acts
19:1-7) to believe in Christ, and started
a Bible College at Ephesus (the school
of Tyrannus) and taught there for two
years (Acts 19:8-10). Later, when young
Timothy ministered there as its pastor,
he faced some opposition from the elderly
folks. Paul then wrote to him saying, “Let
no man despise thy youth” (1 Timothy
4:12). The Apostle also gave Timothy
the mandate to continue the same kind
of teaching ministry. He wrote in 2
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Timothy 2:2 – “And the things that thou
hast heard of me among many witnesses,
the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach others also.”
The Apostle’s last important words to
the elders of the church at Ephesus are
recorded in Acts 20:17-38. He reminded
them that he was not guilty of the blood
of any man for he shunned not to declare
the whole counsel of God while he was
with them (Acts 20:26-27). He warned
them to guard the flock as he had, in
tears, day and night for three years
(Acts 20:28-31). He coveted nothing and
taught them that it is more blessed to
give than to receive (Acts 20:32-35).

The Commendation of the Church
The risen Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ knew of their works at Ephesus
(Revelation 2:2), as He knew of the works
at Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia and Laodicea (Revelation
2:9, 13, 19; 3:1, 8, 15). He commended
the church at Ephesus for their labour,
knowing that their works were the fruit of
their salvation. The Word of God says that
salvation is “Not of works, lest any man
should boast” (Ephesians 2:9), but works
such as these follow salvation (Ephesians
2:10). The Ephesian church was:

An Evangelistic Church: The

church was commended for their
labour. The Ephesians were diligent
workers for the cause of Jesus Christ,
even to the point of exhaustion.

A Persecuted Church: The church

was prepared to be persecuted for
Jesus Christ and was commended for
remaining steadfast. They remained
steadfast, and fainted not, dealing
seriously with sin and were commended
for doing so by Jesus Christ.

A Patient Church: The church was

commended for their patience. During

their intense trials, they persevered.
Under adverse circumstances, they
trusted in God. They courageously
accepted hardships and loss.

A Separated Church: The church

was commended for opposing evil.
The church at Ephesus, exercised
church discipline (Ephesians 5:11; cf.
Matthew 18:15-17), and being sensitive
to sin, maintained a Biblical standard
of behaviour and dealt firmly with
evil. They exposed false teachers who
infiltrated. They hated the deeds and
teachings of the Nicolaitans, which led
people into immorality, wickedness and
sensual temptations. The Nicolaitans
used Christian liberty as a licence to
sin and ate things sacrificed to idols.
They guarded the flock as the Apostle
Paul told them in Acts 20:28-31, “Take
heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased
with his own blood. For I know this,
that after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing
the flock. Also of your own selves shall
men arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away disciples after them. Therefore
watch, and remember, that by the space
of three years I ceased not to warn
every one night and day with tears.”
When a person loves the LORD as
the Church at Ephesus once did: (1) he
would love to think about Jesus Christ,
(2) he would love to hear about Jesus
Christ, (3) he would love to read about
Jesus Christ, (4) he would love to talk
about Jesus Christ, (5) he would love
to talk to Jesus Christ, (6) he would
love to walk with Jesus Christ.
11

Friends & Foes of Jesus, Bible Witness

The Condemnation of the Church

The Correction of the Church

The Ephesians were no doubt very diligent
workers for the cause of Jesus Christ, but
had become too busy and left their desire
to think about Him, to hear about Him,
to read about Him, to talk about Him,
or even to walk with Him. The church
became more like an organization rather
than an organism and the people were
so busy working for Christ that they
neglected time with Him. Consequently,
the Christians at Ephesus left their first
love. Although the church once loved
the LORD, they were so preoccupied
with their many programmes that
their love for Jesus Christ waned and
became less important in their minds.

The risen Lord Jesus Christ’s rebuke was
followed by a promise. To those who
restore their first love, He said, “…To
him that overcometh will I give to eat of
the tree of life, which is in the midst of
the paradise of God” (Revelation 2:7).

When a church leaves its first love:
(1) worship becomes a ritual without
reality and work becomes faithless,
(2) church services become a habit, (3)
prayer is often neglected, (4) service
becomes mechanical rather than
joyful, (5) witnessing to the lost ceases
and becomes almost non-existent.
It must be remembered that true love
cannot be divorced from truth, holiness
and obedience (Philippians 1:9; 1 John 5:3;
2 John 1; 3 John 1-4). Love is the greatest
thing (1 Corinthians 13:13). The love of
God is also giving sacrificially (John 3:16;
1 John 4:9; 3:16-17). The Word of God
says, “For we commend not ourselves
again unto you, but give you occasion
to glory on our behalf, that ye may have
somewhat to answer them which glory in
appearance, and not in heart. For whether
we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or
whether we be sober, it is for your cause.
For the love of Christ constraineth us;
because we thus judge, that if one died
for all, then were all dead: And that he
died for all, that they which live should
not henceforth live unto themselves,
but unto him which died for them, and
rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:12-15).
12

Those who truly believe and have left their
first love will overcome, no matter how
difficult, the trials as true faith will never
give up, but a false profession does not
have the faith to overcome. “Whosoever
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is
born of God: and every one that loveth
him that begat loveth him also that is
begotten of him. By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love
God, and keep his commandments. For
this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments: and his commandments
are not grievous. For whatsoever is born
of God overcometh the world: and this is
the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith. Who is he that overcometh
the world, but he that believeth that
Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:1-5).

Conclusion
Despite condemning the church at
Ephesus because they had left their
first love, the Lord prompted them to
remember from whence they had fallen,
that they might repent and return to
Him. He also promised rewards for those
who respond. Jesus Christ, our Lord, calls
us also; and He says, “He that hath an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; To him that overcometh
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which
is in the midst of the paradise of God”
(Revelation 2:7). Dear reader, restore
yourself to the Lord. Love Him, lest you
may be condemned. Love Him that you
may be rewarded by His loving hand.
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Fr eder ick L a n
Fedferick Lan

W

hile it should be the
expressed desire of every
child of God that Christ
might in all things have the preeminence, it has not always been so in
practice. Isn’t this true in your life?
The Apostle Paul tells us in Colossians
1:18 that the Lord Jesus Christ is
“the head of the body, the church:
who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he
might have the preeminence.”
We who “have redemption through
his blood, even the forgiveness of
sins” ought therefore to strive to give
Him the pre-eminence in all things.
May our attitude be like that of John
the Baptist who in reference to the
Lord Jesus says, “He must increase,
but I must decrease” (John 3:30).
Is Christ pre-eminent in your
life? Let us do some soul searching
in the light of Scriptures:
If Christ be pre-eminent in our lives,
then there ought to be humility in us.
In the light of the glory of His holiness,
there must be an acknowledgement
of our own depravity and resultant
self-abasement and humility. The
Prophet Isaiah in response to the
glimpse of God’s holiness said, “Woe
is me! for I am undone; because I am
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips:

for mine eyes have seen the King,
the LORD of hosts” (Isaiah 6:5).
If Christ be pre-eminent in our lives,
we will count it a privilege and honour
that the Lord, in His grace and mercy,
should use us to serve Him. Our
attitude should be “We are unprofitable
servants: we have done that which
was our duty to do” (Luke 17:10).
If Christ be pre-eminent in our
lives, we will not take honour to
ourselves. Romans 12:2 tells us of
a person who is “not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind” that
he will “in honour preferring one
another” (Romans 12:10). We will
acknowledge that without Christ we
can do nothing. In other words, “I can
do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13).
If Christ be pre-eminent in our lives,
there ought not to be strife in our
lives. Strife is evidence of pride in
our lives. The Apostle Paul reminds
us in Philippians 2:3, “Let nothing be
done through strife or vainglory; but
in lowliness of mind let each esteem
other better than themselves.”
If Christ be pre-eminent in our
lives, there should be forgiveness and
forbearance. Colossians 3:13 tells
us, “Forbearing one another, and
forgiving one another, if any man
13
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have a quarrel against any: even as
Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”
If Christ be pre-eminent in our lives,
we will give Him all the glory. We will
endeavour “Whether therefore ye eat,
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to
the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).
Dearly beloved, is Christ pre-eminent
in your life? Do you give the Lord

glory in things that you do? Do you
pride yourself for the achievement? Do
people praise you or the Lord? May
we as His blood-bought children say
with the Apostle Paul, “But God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto
the world” (Galatians 6:14). Amen.

Boa z Boon

M

any of us are guilty of being
careless in our prayer life. We
rush through, mumble a few
routine sentences and feel that we have
done our Christian duty. We might
even think that God is obliged to bless
us. Sometimes we wonder why our
Christian life is not victorious. If this
phenomenon becomes widespread in the
church, we will have a serious spiritual
problem. We need to be rebuked! We
need to repent! We need to be revived!
Leonard Ravenhill once wrote,
“Poverty-stricken as the church is today
in many things, she is most stricken
here, in the place of prayer. We have
many organizers, but few agonizers;
many players and payers, few prayers; many singers, few clingers; lots of
pastors, but few wrestlers; many fears,
14

few tears; much fashion, little passion;
many interferers, few intercessors;
many writers, but few fighters. Failing
here, we fail everywhere.” Are we
not rebuked? I am. Subtly, we do the
Lord’s work in our own strength and
wisdom. Prayer becomes just some
garnishing that we pepper on our
Christian activities. I feel ashamed
that I have not honoured the Lord in
prayer. Prayer links our impotence to
God’s omnipotence. Remember the
words of the Lord Jesus when he said,
“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing” (John
15:5). I ask the Lord to forgive me.
Ravenhill further wrote, “Can any deny
that in the modern church setup, the
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main cause of anxiety is money? Yet
that which tries the modern churches
the most, troubled the New Testament
church the least. Our accent is on
paying, theirs was on praying. When
we have paid, the place is taken; when
they had prayed, the place was shaken!”
Recall how the early Christians prayed,
had all things in common and many
were added to the Kingdom. Acts 4:31
records for us that “when they had
prayed, the place was shaken where
they were assembled together; and they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and they spake the word of God with
boldness.” We need to be ‘shaken’
out of our spiritual slumber. When I
viewed Rev Pang’s video on how the
Chinese Christians in the underground
churches in China repented of their sins
and prayed fervently, I was ashamed
of my spiritual lethargy. I wept. I
have all the comfort and security
that the Lord has blessed me with in
Singapore, and yet I have neglected to
commune with Him. Ironically, that,
many times is the reason why we do
not pray as we ought! I tried to give
excuses – and very lame ones too. How
often we have grieved the Holy Spirit
by our sin of prayerlessness, yea, the
lack of “effectual fervent prayer”!
Remember that “Elijah was a man
subject to like passions as we are, and
he prayed earnestly that it might not
rain: and it rained not on the earth by
the space of three years and six months”
(James 5:17). We tend to comfort
ourselves with the fact that “Elijah was
a man subject to like passions as we
are,” but we stop at that, conveniently
forgetting to ask ourselves whether like
Elijah, are we earnest in our praying?
We take what suits us and discard the
rest to our own detriment. Yes, we apply
Scriptures to comfort ourselves in the
wrong way! We should cry to God to
help us be prayer-warriors. See what

happened when Elijah prayed earnestly,
not once but twice, “And he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the
earth brought forth her fruit” (James
5:18). God answered his prayer for “the
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much” (James 5:16b).
Are you praying fervently in secret?
Are you praying together with the
church at the weekly prayer meeting?
Dearly beloved, don’t miss out on the
blessings of prayer that God can and
will bestow upon you. How have you
been praying?

MY PRAYER
O to be like Thee! lowly in spirit,
Holy and harmless, tender and kind;
Helping the helpless, cheering the fainting,
Seeking the wand’ring sinner to find.
O to be like Thee! Lord, I am coming,
Now to receive th’anointing divine;
All that I am and have I am bringing,
Lord, from this moment all shall be Thine.
O to be like Thee! O to be like Thee,
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art!
Come in Thy sweetness, come in the fullness;
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart.

- Thomas O. Chisholm -

Jesus Christ
went more willingly
to the cross
than we do
to the throne
of grace.
Thomas Watson
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Jeffr e y K hoo

S

atan is a liar and a deceiver (John
8:44; Revelation 12:9). Dan Brown’s
bestselling novel—The Da Vinci
Code—which has sold 6 million, is the latest
Satanic attack against our Lord Jesus Christ
and His inerrant Word. Brown seductively
weaves a highly imaginative story in a vain
attempt to prove that the Jesus believed by
Christians today is not the same Jesus who
lived in the first century. According to The
Da Vinci Code, the true historical Jesus was
only an ordinary man and not God at all.

Brown’s Deception
Brown questions the inspiration, preservation, and canonicity of the Scriptures.
The Bible, he says, “is a product of man, … Not of God. The Bible did not fall
magically from the clouds. Man created it as a historical record of tumultuous
times, and it has evolved through countless translations, additions, and
revisions. History has never had a definitive version of the book. … thousands of
documents already existed chronicling His life as a mortal man. To rewrite the
history books, … Constantine commissioned and financed a new Bible, which
omitted those gospels that spoke of Christ’s human traits and embellished those
gospels that made Him godlike. The earlier gospels were outlawed, gathered up,
and burned.”
As far as Brown is concerned, the historical and factual gospels have been
destroyed in the 4th century. What remains today are the spurious and fictitious
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John that promote a mythical, godlike
Jesus. So, all this while, Christians have been reading the wrong Gospels and
believing in a false Jesus!

God’s Perfection
Does Brown’s unbelief make the faith of God without effect? “God forbid: yea,
let God be true, but every man a liar” (Romans 3:4).
How do we know that the Bible today is truly the Word of God, perfect and
without mistakes? Simply because God says so! The declaration, “Thus saith
the LORD,” or “Hear the Word of the LORD,” or “The LORD spake … saying,”
16
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appears over 3,000 times in the Bible. Be not deceived, the Bible is altogether
God’s Word, not man’s word. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God
(theopneustos, literally, “God-breathed”), and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
The Bible was written over a span of 1,500 years by more than 40 different
writers, and despite all its diversity, its miraculous unity is obvious. It goes
without saying that though the Bible has many writers, it has but one Author—
God Himself. That every one of the Old Testament prophecies concerning
Christ’s first coming has been fulfilled precisely proves the Bible’s authenticity
(e.g., Isaiah 7:14; cf. Matthew 1:22-23).
How do we know that the Scriptures we have today are the true ones, and not
those that have been lost for over a thousand years? We know this because God
promised to preserve His words perfectly and perpetually. Psalm 12:6-7 says,
“The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth,
purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them
from this generation for ever.” Jesus Himself promised, “For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matthew
5:18). “Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass away”
“God forbid:
(Matthew 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33).
yea, let God be
“The Scripture cannot be broken” (John
true, but every
10:35).

man a liar.”

The true Bible can be easily identified. It
Romans 3:4
is the one that has an unbroken lineage,
fully and continuously preserved by God
down through the ages, and always in the possession of His people. Thus, the
perfect and true Scriptures are not in the lately found Alexandrian manuscripts
underlying the modern corrupt versions (which incidentally present a less than
divine Jesus preferred by Brown), nor are they in the newly-discovered Dead
Sea Scrolls and Nag Hammadi codices (Gnostic manuscripts from Egypt)
as mentioned by Brown, but in the long-existing, time-tested and Christhonouring Hebrew and Greek Scriptures underlying the good old Authorised
Version.

Christian Conviction
How can we be absolutely sure that the Scriptures we hold in our hands today
are truly the infallible and inerrant Word of God? Faith is the answer! “But
without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him”
(Hebrews 11:6). The logic of faith is the key to certainty. God says it, that settles
it, I believe it! We do not see to believe; we believe in order to see.
The Apostle Peter told the church to trust in “a more sure word of prophecy”—
the Holy Scriptures—as written by eyewitnesses: “Knowing this first, that no
17
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prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man (and certainly not by the will of
Constantine): but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost” (2 Peter 1:20-21).
If we are truly born again and the Spirit of
God dwells within us, we cannot but know
and believe the Truth of God’s Word. The
Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of truth; whom
the world cannot receive, because it seeth
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you” (John 14:17). “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth … He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine,
and shall shew it unto you” (John 16:13, 14). “But the anointing which ye have
received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but
as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and
even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him” (1 John 2:27).

...100% God and
100% Man, and
that His Word is
100% inspired and
100% preserved.

Historical and scientific evidence that prove the Scriptures may be helpful, but
ultimately, the only basis of our faith and practice must be the Scriptures and
the Scriptures alone. The Perfect Bible (and we have it today and know where
it is) is our supreme final authority. Sola Scriptura!
In The Da Vinci Code, it is Satan’s voice you hear. True Christians will not
follow. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me: and I give unto them eternal life” (John 10:27-28).
We have experienced the good
news and resurrection power
of Christ in our life, and we
cannot deny that our Lord
and Saviour is indeed 100%
God and 100% Man, and that
His Word is 100% inspired
and 100% preserved.
It goes without saying that
The Da Vinci Code is truly
Fiction. The Bible, on the
other hand, is purely Fact.
We have a Perfect Canon and
a Perfect Text. May we never
add to it, nor subtract from it
(Revelation 22:18-19), but love
it and obey it (1 John 2:3-6)! “If
the foundations be destroyed,
what can the righteous do?”
(Psalm 11:3).
18
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s it true that for us to be scientific, we should reject
certain Biblical teachings, particularly the creation
account in Genesis 1?

Vi ncen t Chi a
A common allegation of the sceptics is “the Bible is unscientific.” Therefore,
creation should be relegated to the realms of myths and fairy tales. The perennial
mantra, “evolution is science but creation is religion,” is commonly repeated at
debates and school boards. I once read a remark made by an atheist regarding
the “mythical” Bible. He was absolutely indignant, perhaps paranoid, with the
suggestion that creation can be taught in public schools as an alternative theory
of origins. He commented that, “If a concept is part of Christianity, if it is taught
in the Bible, it does not belong in public education.” I wonder if he had really
given that statement a careful evaluation. I am convinced that if he had, he
would immediately retract that remark.
There was this fictitious dispute between an atheist and a Bible student regarding
the veracity of the Bible. According to the atheist, he would not believe the Bible
unless the student could prove beyond reasonable doubt that at least a verse in the
Bible is scientifically accurate. All of a sudden, the student grabbed the atheist’s
nose, and started to twist it back and forth. After a short while, the poor atheist’s
nose started to bleed. The atheist demanded that the student explained why he
was wringing his nose. The student answered, “You wanted me to prove a verse
in the Bible. I have just proven Proverbs 30:33 to be scientifically correct.”
It is stated in Proverbs 30:33 that “the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood.”
Anyone with a basic knowledge of anatomy will immediately realize that this
“wringing” will result in epistaxis (nose bleed) secondary to trauma. This
19
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bringing “forth” of “blood” will occur beyond a certain intensity and strength.
Even the atheist has to concede that Proverbs 30:33 is scientifically accurate.
Although the Bible is a religious text, it is absolutely precise when it touches
on science, geography, archaeology and history. If the Bible is indeed inspired,
inerrant and infallible, it must not be erroneous whenever it expounds upon
secular topics such as science. Sceptics and atheists have tried to discredit the Bible
as the Word of God by attacking its scientific content. Nevertheless, scientists
have never disproved the Bible. Far from being disproved, there are a growing
number of scientists who are convinced that the creation account enunciated in
the Bible, when compared to evolution, is better supported by secular science.
If sceptics insist on rejecting Biblical statements as myths, they must also reject
the following scientific statements in the Bible:
1.
A spherical planet Earth mentioned in Isaiah 40:22, “It is he that sitteth
upon the circle of the earth.”
2.
Gravity mentioned in Matthew 10:29, “Are not two sparrows sold for a
farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.”
3.
The Hydrologic Cycle in Ecclesiastes 1:7, “All the rivers run into the sea;
yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they
return again.”
4.
The unaccountable number of stars in Jeremiah 33:22, “As the host of
heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured.”
5.
The importance of blood to life in Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of the flesh
is in the blood.” Many doctors in the past practised “blood letting”, which is the
cutting of veins to release the “bad blood” of patients. This resulted in many
unnecessary deaths through excessive blood loss. In 1799, U. S. President George
Washington died by this erroneous “medical” practice. Many deaths would have
been prevented if only doctors had given heed to Leviticus 17:11.
6.
The Earth is hanging in space, mentioned in Job 26:7, “He stretcheth out
the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing.”
7.
The presence of undersea currents in Psalm 8:8, “… and whatsoever
passeth through the paths of the seas.”
8.
The atmosphere has weight in Job 28:25, “To make the weight for the
winds.”
9.
The universe is running down, i.e., the Second Law of Thermodynamics
in Psalm 102:25-26, “Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the
heavens are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea,
all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and
they shall be changed.”
20
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10.
The expanding universe in Psalm 104:2, “Who coverest thyself with light
as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain.” This fact is
reiterated in many other verses of the Bible, such as Isaiah 42:5.
11.
Underwater hydrothermal vents and fountains in Job 38:16, “Hast thou
entered into the springs of the sea?” Also mentioned in Proverbs 8:28, “When he
established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep.”
12.
Light can be parted (via prisms) in Job 38:24, “By what way is the light
parted, which scattereth the east wind upon the earth?”
13.
Winds moving in circuits in Ecclesiastes 1:6, “The wind goeth toward the
south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the
wind returneth again according to his circuits.”
14.
The existence of microbes and the importance of quarantine in Leviticus
13:46, “All the days wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is
unclean: he shall dwell alone; without the camp shall his habitation be.” It is
interesting to note that between A.D. 1347 and 1352, more than one third of the
population of Europe died because of the Bubonic plaque. If they had followed
Biblical instructions of quarantine and sanitation, many lives would have been
saved.
The above listing is by no means exhaustive. The logical fallacy of the statement,
“If it is in the Bible, it is not science but religion,” should be clear to all who
think candidly. Furthermore, each of the above examples is intricately linked
to a Christian doctrine. Should we therefore delete all the above scientific facts
just because they are part of Christian theology? I explicitly state that creation
is a vital doctrine of the Christian religion. Does this automatically disqualify
creation as a scientific hypothesis? Preposterous!
If scientists are able to dissociate themselves from an a priori commitment to
the evolutionary paradigm, and examine all available evidence, I sincerely doubt
they would come to the empirical conclusion that molecules evolved to man.

Knowledge of the
sciences is so much smoke
apart from the heavenly
science of Christ.
John Calvin

No sciences are better
attested than the
religion of the Bible.
Isaac Newton

There is but one
God the Father
of whom are
all things and
we in him and
one Lord Jesus
Christ by whom
are all things
and we by him.
Isaac Newton
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Bible Trivia - Genesis 4
Choose the correct answer for each question
1. Who was the first person born in this world? ..................................(___)
(a)Adam		
(b)Eve		
(c)Cain
(d)Abel
2. Who was the tiller of the ground? ...................................................(___)
(a)Cain		
(b)Abel
(c)Enoch
3. Who was the keeper of sheep? ..........................................................(___)
(a)Cain		
(b)Abel
(c)Enoch
4. Why was Cain very wroth or angry? ................................................(___)
(a)because Abel rejected his gifts							
(b)because God had not respect unto his offering
5. What did God say to the angry Cain about sin? ..............................(___)
(a)sin lieth at the door
(b)sin is far away (c)God is at the door
6. What did Cain do to Abel when they were in the field? .................(___)
(a)he embraced Abel (b)he slew Abel (c)he blessed Abel
7. Who asked, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” .......................................(___)
(a)Abel			
(b)Cain		
(c)the Lord		
8. How many fold more vengeance will the Lord put on him that 		
slays Cain? .........................................................................................(___)
(a)threefold		
(b)sixfold		
(c)sevenfold
9. What cried out to God from the ground when Cain killed Abel? ...(___)
(a)the grass		
(b)Abel’s blood (c)Abel’s neighbours
10. About what did Cain say is greater than he can bear? ....................(___)
(a)his punishment (b)his work		
(c)his brother’s death

Answers to Vol. 4, Issue 3 - Bible Trivia from Genesis 3.
Pg. 21 - Horizontal-1. BEGUILED, 2. GARDEN, 3. SORROW, 4. FIG, 5. NAKED, 6. DUST
Vertical-1. CHERUBIMS, 2. SERPENT, 3. CURSED, 4. THORNS, 5. WOMAN
Pg. 22 - 1. D, 2. H, 3. E, 4. A, 5. G, 6. I, 7. C, 8. J, 9. F, 10. B.
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Word Search - Genesis 4

Answer the questions listed and find them
in the above word search:1. Who built the first city?
2. What was the name of the first city?
3. Who was the first man who took two wives?
4. Who was the father of tent-dwellers?
5. Who was the father of those who handled harp and organ?
6. Who was the father of artificers in brass and iron?
7. Who was given to Adam and Eve to replace of Abel?
8. During whose lifetime did men start to call on the name of the Lord?
9. Search also for the words listed below:-			
			
			
TENT		
CITY		
ADAM
ARTIFICERS			
			
ABEL		
LORD		
EVE		
FATHER			
			
HARP		
ORGAN
BRASS
IRON
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