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Dear Reader,

Warm greetings in the name of our wonderful Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ!

Whenever we hear words of appreciation from readers of Bible Witness, our hearts are moved 
to give our best to continue its publication. Your testimonies and notes of encouragement are 
of great value to us because they cheer our weary spirits and invigorate our tired brains to 
put together every new issue of the magazine, that it might continue to serve the glorious 
purpose of your edification.

Rev Dr Mark Kim, the Principal of Bible College of East Africa, Kenya, in a recent telephone 
conversation, told me of a new phenomenon among a number of pastors and preachers in 
Kenya, who are his acquaintances. There has been a marked increase in Bible seminars and 
lectures conducted by those men in their congregations and preaching stations. Dr Kim 
was curious about their enthusiasm and sought to know what inspired this new interest in 
the teaching of God’s Word. He reported that their zeal to teach the Word is roused by Bible 
Witness which they have been receiving. Bible Witness’ faithfulness in providing sound 
teaching on important biblical themes have been a great aid to the pastors and laymen in 
knowing God’s truth.

In these days, Bible Witness is used as Bible study material in Gethsemane Bible-Presbyterian 
Church’s Adults' Bible Study sessions. It has proven to be an excellent tool in providing sound 
teaching to believers. Every issue is designed to provide you with a comprehensive biblical 
knowledge of important topics. If you have yet to use Bible Witness for Bible study purposes, 
whether personal or in a group, why not give it a try?

In order to assist our readers even further in the learning and teaching of the topic expounded 
in each issue of the magazine, we are uploading discussion questions in our website (www.
biblewitness.com). Please take time to visit our website and download those questions for 
your use. In our website, you can also find copies of the past issues in PDF.

We covet your patience and prayer very much as we strive to improve our publication. Due 
to heavy workload, we were unable to publish during November-December 2009. It is now 
combined with this issue of January-February 2010 and hereby brought to you as one issue. 
We continue to strive to improve our publication and delivery. For this purpose, we are 
enlisting Mr Richard Tiu, a competent and industrious gentleman, as the Assistant Editor. He 
is rapidly getting acquainted with the editorial work. As he is from the Philippines, we need 
to obtain the necessary work permit from Singapore’s Ministry of Manpower that he might 
work with us in Singapore. So please pray with us that his application will be successful.

We praise God for your sympathies and generous support for Bible Witness. We urge you, in 
the Lord, to be our partners in spreading Biblical truths all over the world. Your patronage 
is much appreciated.

Joyfully in His service, 
Prabhudas Koshy

Editorial



The term “fellowship” has become a byword 
not only in the church but also in the secular 
world; so much so that even casual meetings 
over some drinks have come to be known 
as “fellowship”. The modern world’s idea 
of “fellowship” has become so watered 
down that it no longer carries the intended 
meaning as defined by Scriptures.

The Greek word koinōnia is where we get 
our English word “fellowship” as translated 
in our King James Bible in twelve instances. 
In other occurrences, it is rendered as 
“communion” (4 times), “communication” 
(once), “distribution” (once), “contribution” 
(once) and “to communicate” (once). It comes 
from a root word that means “partnership”, 
and suggests a close relationship as expressed 
in God’s covenantal bond with His people. 
Christian fellowship among believers is an 
extension of that covenantal relationship of 
love that exists between God and His people. 

The Apostle John’s words in 1 John 1:3 affirm 
this understanding of Christian fellowship 
- “that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

As far as close and affectionate relationships 
are concerned, there is nothing like Christian 
fellowship on this earth. It is an earthly 
experience of Christians that is flavoured 
with heavenly realities and experiences. It is 
really a foretaste of heaven reserved by God 
for His children.

It all began with God. Even though man was 
alienated from God by his sin and rebellion, 
God initiated the move to reconcile man 
to Himself and seek a closer relationship 
with him. In Genesis 3:8-9, right after Adam 
had sinned, God never left him despite his 
alienation but condescended and came 
down to find him. As fallen Adam hid from 
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God’s presence, God graciously called out to 
him, “Where art thou?” (Genesis 3:9). These 
words continue to echo in the gospel call 
of Jesus Christ, “Where art thou, O sinner?”

Surely it does not mean that God, being 
omniscient, did not know where Adam 
was and needed to ask such a question. 
It was God’s initiative to give Adam the 
opportunity to confess and repent of his sin. 
Thus, Christian fellowship is an act of God’s 
grace in seeking out sinful man that He may 
establish a sweet relationship with him.

By nature, fallen men and women are bent on 
running away from God. This truth is obvious 
in the way we react to God’s Word in the 
light of the carnal things that we think, say 
or do. Because of sin, we are at enmity with 
God. But God has always been stretching out 
His hand in reconciling sinful man to Himself. 
Biblical history is replete with God’s call to 
man to come into a sweet relationship with 
Him as it is shown in the following passages:

Genesis 17:7 – “And I will establish my 
covenant between me and thee and thy 
seed after thee in their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, 
and to thy seed after thee.”

Exodus 29:45 – “And I will dwell among the 
children of Israel, and will be their God.”

Leviticus 26:12 – “And I will walk among you, 
and will be your God, and ye shall be my 
people.”

1 Kings 6:13 – “And I will dwell among the 
children of Israel, and will not forsake my 
people Israel.”

Jeremiah 7:23 – “But this thing commanded 
I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be 
your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk 
ye in all the ways that I have commanded 
you, that it may be well unto you.”

2 Corinthians 6:16 – “. . .for ye are the temple 
of the living God; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people.”

Ephesians 3:17 – “That Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted 
and grounded in love.”

1 John 4:15 – “Whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, 
and he in God.”

Revelation 3:20 – “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me.”

(Cf. Jeremiah 11:4; 30:22; 31:33; 32:38; Ezekiel 
11:20; 2 Corinthians 6:17-18).

These are just some of the many verses in the 
Bible in which we see God’s wonderful calling, 
desire and effort to reconcile and keep His 
people close to Him. It is a relationship by 
which God holds His elect dear unto Himself.

This vertical relationship with God is 
expressed in the horizontal, mutual 
relationships among His people. This is what 
we call Christian fellowship. “If we love one 
another, God dwelleth in us, and his love 
is perfected in us” (1 John 4:12b). “He that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 
in him” (1 John 4:16b). `



What is the basis for Christian fellowship? 
What is quintessential to Christian 
fellowship? Can any gathering or association 
with some kind of Christian name or symbol 
be considered a Christian fellowship?

The Apostle John’s words about fellowship 
in his first epistle, chapter 1, verse 3, give us 
a clear idea of what the basis of Christian 
fellowship is. He said, “That which we have 
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us: and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ.”

The basis of Christian fellowship is the 
apostle's declaration of that which they 
had seen and heard about the “Word of 
life” which is Jesus Christ, God incarnate (v. 
1). In other words, the reason why they are 
declaring “that which [they] have seen and 
heard” about Jesus Christ is that out of it 
Christian fellowship may emerge. Hence, 
the Gospel of Christ is the basis of Christian 
fellowship.

In John’s writings in the gospel and his 
epistles, emphasis is given to the doctrine 
of the incarnation of God’s Son, Jesus 
Christ. Entrance into Christian fellowship 
presupposes the belief in this cardinal 
doctrine of Christ.

Dear reader, if you have believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God who died for 
you and bore your sins upon His body, then 
you have the basis that is necessary to enjoy 
Christian fellowship. When you are joined to 

Christ by faith, you are straightaway united to 
the body of Christ, the church, and thus you 
become a participant of Christian fellowship 
in the church. “For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit” 
(1 Corinthians 12:13).

The Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:9-
10, “God is faithful, by whom ye were called 
unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Now I beseech you, brethren, by 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment.”

Hence it must be noted that there can be no 
Christian fellowship when one errs on the 
fundamental doctrine of Christ. No genuine 
Christian fellowship exists among those who 
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do not accede to the doctrine of Christ that 
He is 100% God and 100% man, and the only 
Saviour of sinners. Only when men believe 
in Christ as God the Son, who has come 
into this world to die on their behalf to take 
away their sins, can they become partners of 
Christian fellowship.

According to John, the declaration of Christ, 
God incarnate, whom they have seen 
and heard, is the foundation upon which 
Christian fellowship is built. Only the hearts 
that believe on Jesus Christ can be united 
in the fellowship. This means that without 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, there exists no 
Christian fellowship.

It is in the body of Christ, united by the Spirit, 
that true Christian fellowship exists. “There 
is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all” (Ephesians 4:4-6; cf. Philippians 2:1-2).

Hence we can have no fellowship with 
those who reject Christ and His Gospel. 
Christians are clearly prohibited from any 
kind of union that would compromise the 
distinctiveness and integrity of the Gospel 
of Christ. Consider the following biblical 
passages that clearly prohibit Christians from 
pursuing close association or partnership 
with those who reject the Gospel:

“And the children of Israel . . . separated 
themselves unto them from the filthiness 
of the heathen of the land, to seek the LORD 
God of Israel . . .” (Ezra 6:21).

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 

righteousness with unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath light with darkness? 
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? 
or what part hath he that believeth with an 
infidel? And what agreement hath the temple 
of God with idols? . . . Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you” (2 Corinthians 6:14-17).

“But I say, that the things which the Gentiles 
sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to 
God: and I would not that ye should have 
fellowship with devils. Ye cannot drink the 
cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye 
cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and 
of the table of devils” (1 Corinthians 10:20-21).

“And we know that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an understanding, that 
we may know him that is true, and we are in 
him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God, and eternal life. Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen” 
(1 John 5:20-21).

Movements such as ecumenism blur and 
destroy the distinctiveness of the Gospel that 
declares Christ as the only Saviour of sinners. 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). “And this is the record, that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life” (1 John 5:11-12; cf. John 3:36; 14:6; 1 
Corinthians 3:11; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; Hebrews 
2:3). Hence it is totally wrong to consider 
ecumenical initiatives as an extended arm 
of Christian fellowship. `



“Fellowship” is a common word in Christian 
vocabulary. Nonetheless, very few have a 
proper biblical understanding of its meaning, 
purpose and practice. This has led not only 
to false concepts about Christian fellowship, 
but also to grave abuses in its practice. Sadly, 
much ungodliness and worldliness have 
been brought into the church in the name 
of “fellowship”. So there is an urgent need to 
expound on the biblical concept of Christian 
fellowship.

The Apostle John’s instruction in 1 John 
1:3-7 provides us with very important truths 
about Christian fellowship. Four times he 
mentions the word “fellowship” in 1 John 1:3-
7, indicating fellowship as the main topic of 
his discourse in that passage. He touches on 
six pertinent topics that will present a vivid 
picture of the biblical concept of fellowship.

Basis of Christian fellowship
John began this passage by stating the basis 
of our Christian fellowship - “That which 
we have seen and heard declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fellowship with 
us.” Jesus Christ, whom the apostles had 
witnessed through their close interaction 
with Him during His three and a half years 
of public ministry and whom they now 
declare, is the basis of Christian fellowship. 
No Christian fellowship exists when the 
truth of Jesus Christ is denied. (For a detailed 
exposition of this topic, please see the article 
“Basis of Christian Fellowship” on page 6.)

Partners of Christian 
fellowship
John’s next statement in verse 3 shows us 
the partners of Christian fellowship - “that ye 
also may have fellowship with us: and truly 

A Discourse on 
Christian Fellowship
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our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ.”

All believers: The Apostle John firstly 
refers to all the believers (“ye”) as having 
fellowship with the apostles (“us”). He 
wants all Christians to know that through 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ which the apostles 
have declared, they are called into an eternal 
partnership with one another. By virtue of 
their faith in the Gospel of Christ, Christians 
have entered into a partnership that would 
last through all eternity. As the Holy Spirit 
sheds abroad the love of God in the hearts 
of those who believe, a natural partnership 
of mutual love will ensue. We do not really 
need special programmes or modules just 
to keep or stay in touch with each other. 
The fellowship of believers is not to be tied 
down, controlled, or manipulated by human 
efforts, ideologies and principles. It must be 
a relationship that is established, nurtured, 
and made free by the truth of Christ.

Faith in the truth of Christ is the blessed tie 
that binds every believer one to another, and 
we look at one another with great excitement 
and eagerness to engage in fellowship. Our 
common love for the Lord Jesus Christ and 
His Gospel makes us partners in Christ. We 
are “joint-heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17).

Extending fellowship based on social or racial 
status is contrary to biblical instructions on 
Christian fellowship. In such cases, human 
factors determine fellowship, and faith in 
Christ is no longer the priority. But God’s 
love transcends the social and racial divide 
and reaches out beyond all these barriers, 
and unites us as one people in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. A godly church must remove 
all human barricades and see the love of God 
in every believer, whether rich or poor, black 
or white, and embrace one another in the 

love of God. “For ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus” (Galatians 3:26-28).

On the other hand, believers can never be 
in sync with the world “because they are 
not of the world” (John 17:14). They must 
be deliberate in separating themselves from 
the world. So Christians can be accused of 
being out of sync with society. We should 
not be troubled by such an allegation. It 
will serve Christians well to remember the 
warning in the Scripture that the friendship 
of the world is enmity with God and that 
whosoever will be a friend of the world is 
the enemy of God (cf. James 4:4). Any effort 
on a Christian’s part to mingle with worldly 
men and women is called an unequal yoke 
(cf. 2 Corinthians 6:14).

God the Father and God the Son: 
Christian fellowship is not just about 
partnership of Christians. There is also a 
divine partnership involved. It is a partnership 
that is blessed with the very presence of the 
triune God. This makes Christian fellowship 
different from and superior to all other kinds 
of fraternity. Unlike any social, racial, cultural, 
or economic association, Christian fellowship 
enjoys God’s full participation. “Truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ.”

We must value Christian fellowship very 
highly because it provides every conceivable 
blessing of being partners with God. It 
affords Christians endless opportunities to 
experience the realization of the biblical 
truth that they are “heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ”.
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Christian Fellowship

How amazing and comforting a privilege it is 
to be within the fellowship of God’s people! 
Thus, no matter what trouble or trial comes 
our way, we can always have fellowship in 
prayer, and seek the sure help of our God. He 
is ever ready to hear us, for He is our divine 
Partner in this fellowship.

Fruit of Christian fellowship
In verse 4, John wrote, “And these things 
write we unto you, that your joy may be 
full.” John’s discourse on Christian fellowship 
is that we might receive the fullness of joy 
that results from it. The divine purpose of 
Christian fellowship for every believer is to 
experience joy in an ever-increasing measure.

A Christian may find himself in troubling 
situations; persecution, sadness and fear 
may surround him, but in spite of these, the 
fullness of spiritual joy can be experienced 
through Christian fellowship. Intimate 
fellowship with God and His people will bring 
about a thrilling and unspeakable delight. 
We should never be in doubt of this blessing 
that Christian fellowship offers. The joy that 
Christian fellowship offers surpasses all joy 
of music, all delights of friendship and all 
other joys known on this earth. It is a gleam 
of celestial joy that enters our hearts through 
Christian fellowship.

In his second epistle, John expresses an 
example how this can be attained. “Having 

many things to write unto you, I would not 
write with paper and ink: but I trust to come 
unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy 
may be full” (2 John 12). With this in mind, 
does it not excite you, dear believer, to go to 
church for worship and Christian fellowship? 
Are you not thrilled to assemble together 
in order to provoke one another unto love 
and good works? You should since we are 
promised fullness of joy!

While still in prison, the Apostle Paul wrote 
about his longing and desire to see the 
brethren again. “And having this confidence, 
I know that I shall abide and continue with 
you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; 
that your rejoicing may be more abundant 
in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you 
again” (Philippians 1:25-26). As Christians, we 
ought to exhibit the same expectation and 
anticipation of bringing joy to others as we 
gather in Christian fellowship.

Nature of Christian 
fellowship
John wrote again, “This then is the message 
which we have heard of him, and declare 
unto you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all” (v. 5).

The nature of Christian fellowship is the 
very nature of God and the Gospel of Christ, 
which is “light”. The word “light” refers to 
God’s holiness and glory. The purpose 



Bible Witness 11

of Christian fellowship is to promote and 
maintain holiness among believers to glorify 
God. Anyone who claims to have fellowship 
with God must prove it by walking in God’s 
light.

Christian fellowship should never be like a 
secular, sensual and carnal get-together such 
as the world provides. In Christian fellowship, 
the participants commune with the most 
holy God and they walk in the light of His 
holiness. It is a closer walk with our holy and 
awesome God. Hence Christian fellowship 
promotes God’s holiness and glory among 
Christians, and dispels the darkness of 
worldliness and ungodliness from among 
them.

Hindrance to Christian 
fellowship
Then John warned, “If we say that we have 
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie, and do not the truth” (v. 6).

Walking in the darkness of sin and worldliness 
impedes Christian fellowship. Jesus’ words in 
John 3:19-20 elaborate this truth, “And this 
is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. For 
every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved.”

If one is living in sin, there is no way he 
can say he is in fellowship with God or His 
people. Christian fellowship is hindered by 
all forms of unrighteousness and worldliness. 
The more Christians are entangled in this 
world, the less will be their joy in Christian 
fellowship. The more they are drawn into 
darkness, the less likely will they be found 
among God’s people.

Restoration to 
Christian fellowship
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin” (v. 7).

If anyone has drifted away into darkness, 
restoration is possible through the blood of 
Christ. With all our secret and public sins as 
well as our unloving and unforgiving ways, 
we are bound to ruin Christian fellowship. No 
one with all his sinful inclinations is capable 
of maintaining Christian fellowship perfectly. 
Yet when a Christian wanders away from 
God’s light, there is remedy and restoration 
for him – the blood of Jesus Christ that 
cleanses every repentant believer from all sin.

The atoning blood of Jesus Christ is God’s 
provision of a cleansing fountain that will 
wash away our sins, and enable us to be holy 
in order to maintain our sweet communion 
with God and with fellow believers. Every 
errant believer must return to the Lord Jesus 
in repentance that he might be cleansed 
from all the stain and guilt of his sin.

“There is a fountain filled with blood drawn 
from Emmanuel’s veins. And sinners plunged 
beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains 
…”

If you are a backslider, come back to Christ 
in repentance this very moment. There is no 
sin too foul, no transgression too deep, that 
cannot be washed and removed by the blood 
of our loving and compassionate Saviour. 
Yes, Jesus can! And He will gladly restore 
you unto Himself and into that wonderful 
bond of believers which we call Christian 
fellowship. `



Christian fellowship is one of the greatest 
blessings that will emerge from knowing 
Jesus Christ as the Lord and Saviour of our 
life. There is nothing like it on earth as far 
as close and affectionate relationships are 
concerned. We all enter into relationships 
whether by affinity or consanguinity, but 
when such relationships are not based on 
Jesus Christ and His truth, they tend to have 
great problems. Only the fellowship that 
comes out of the gospel of salvation carries 
a very special blessing.

Christian fellowship is filled with the 
splendour of heavenly realities and 
experiences. In a sense, it is really an "out-of-
the-earth" experience reserved by God only 

for His children. It is a God-given and God-
sustained fellowship designed to prepare 
believers for the fuller heavenly joys that 
await them beyond this life on earth.

It cannot be denied that some may have 
had encountered unpleasant experiences in 
pursuit of Christian fellowship. Nevertheless, 
a blessed Christian fellowship is something 
possible and workable, which Christians 
should desire and exercise. Thus believers 
should know it, experience it, and never be 
a cause for its hindrance.

Since Christian fellowship is a relationship 
that God has begun with us, how then 
is it to be expressed in the believers’ 

Expressions of 
Christian Fellowship
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relationships with one another? Biblically, 
Christian fellowship is characterized by three 
important expressions. Several passages from 
the New Testament offer us valuable insights.

Togetherness, unity and cooperation: 
Those who are knit together in the bond of 
the Spirit as members of one body, under 
one Head, the Lord Jesus Christ, must 
express these qualities. “If there be therefore 
any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye 
be likeminded, having the same love, being 
of one accord, of one mind” (Philippians 
2:1-2). Here, believers are encouraged by 
the Apostle Paul to express their fellowship 
through “like-mindedness”, “love”, “one 
accord” and “one mind”.

If fellowship is to flourish, there must be 
unity and harmony among believers. So the 
apostle wrote about the secrets of unity and 
harmony in the Christian fellowship namely 
self-renunciation, humility and mutual 
respect. “Let nothing be done through strife 
or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves. Look 
not every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others” (Philippians 
2:3-4).

A wonderful personal testimony of the 
beauty and blessing of unity and co-operation 
of Christian fellowship is narrated by Paul in 
Galatians 2:9, “And when James, Cephas, and 
John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived 
the grace that was given unto me, they 
gave to me and Barnabas the right hands 
of fellowship; that we should go unto the 
heathen, and they unto the circumcision.” 
As soon as the early apostles recognized the 
grace of God that converted the Apostle 
Paul, they immediately extended their hands 

of fellowship to him and Barnabas that they 
may be united in Christ and for the cause 
of the Gospel. Thus, Christian fellowship is 
characterized here by a welcoming spirit of 
togetherness and cooperation. So, by the 
maintenance of brotherly esteem and love, 
and by provoking fellow brethren to love and 
good works (cf. Hebrews 10:24), Christian 
fellowship is best demonstrated.

Participation in doctrine, prayer and 
sacraments: Christian fellowship was 
maintained by the early church in Jerusalem 
by gathering together often for instruction, 
prayer and sacraments. “And they continued 
stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers” (Acts 2:42).

The early Christians, having heard the Gospel 
through the preaching of the Apostle Peter, 
received the word, were baptized, and 
immediately participated in the doctrine of 
the apostles. They did not dispute or criticise 
the apostles’ teachings, but accepted and 
learned from them. Together, they observed 
the sacraments and joined their hearts in 
prayer. With joy and gladness, they declared 
these doctrines to others.

These are the biblical prescriptions for 
Christian fellowship: the coming together 
for worship, partaking of the Lord’s Supper, 
prayer, Bible study and visitations. When it 
comes to these activities of the church, let 
us take heed to the exhortation in Hebrews 
10:25, “Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching.”

Sharing, communicating of spiritual 
and material gifts: The sincerity and 
strength of the fellowship in the early church 
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were demonstrated by the sacrificial giving 
to the needy among them. “And all that 
believed were together, and had all things 
common; and sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as every 
man had need” (Acts 2:44-45; cf. Acts 4:34-
37). The early church in Jerusalem, which was 
a paragon of Christian fellowship, was driven 
by mutual love, care and self-abasement.

Likewise, the church in Philippi demonstrated 
to Paul their bond of fellowship through their 
gifts for him. “Now ye Philippians know also, 
that in the beginning of the gospel, when 
I departed from Macedonia, no church 
communicated with me as concerning giving 
and receiving, but ye only” (Philippians 4:15). 
The word “communicated” here is translated 
from the same Greek word for “fellowship”. 
This verse outlines the giving and receiving 
of support between the Apostle Paul and 
the Philippian brethren. They had been 
mutual in supplying one another’s needs. 
Believers need to share their resources for 
the promotion of the Gospel work as well 
as to help needy brethren. The writer of 

Hebrews issues the same exhortation while 
pointing out its proper motivation: “But to 
do good and to communicate forget not: 
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” 
(Hebrews 13:16).

Paul likewise exhorted the Galatian brethren 
to practise such generosity especially to 
those that minister the Word. “Let him that 
is taught in the word communicate unto him 
that teacheth in all good things” (Galatians 
6:6). When men who are endued with the 
gift of teaching bless us with spiritual wisdom 
and guidance, we must provide for them 
with the material blessings which God has 
bestowed upon us.

These are wonderful and important 
expressions of Christian fellowship that 
the church should manifest for the glory of 
God. As can be seen, it is more than just 
an expression of companionship. It fosters 
the idea of one’s partnership in the work of 
the Gospel and the practice of responsible 
stewardship in advancing it. `



It is a given that brotherly love ought to be a 
trait characterising Christian fellowship. Yet 
we cannot hide from the fact that there are 
unloving people lurking within such circles. 
Especially in these last days when people 
are increasingly “lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, . . . disobedient 
to parents. . . trucebreakers, false accusers, 
. . . fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, highminded . . .” (2 Timothy 
3:1-4), the Holy Spirit’s exhortation to love 
one another as a brotherhood and fellowship 
of Christians is a very important message to 
us. The Apostle John, under the inspiration 
of God, wrote about this topic of brotherly 
love in 1 John 3:14-19. The truths gleaned 
from this passage will greatly help us to 

appreciate and demonstrate brotherly love 
in our practice of Christian fellowship.

The expressions of 
brotherly love
Three specific actions prove the presence of 
true love among the fellowship of believers.

Firstly, it is when we love the brethren. Loving 
the brethren is a sure mark of our salvation. 
“We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren …” 
(v. 14).

The grammatical form of the verb “love” 
(the Present, Active, Indicative) denotes 
both deliberate and continuous expression 

Brotherly L ove in 
C hristian Fellowship
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of love towards fellow believers. It portrays 
the vibrancy and vitality of divine love which 
we ought to express to fellow brethren.

Secondly, it is when we sacrifice ourselves 
in order to alleviate the plight of the needy 
brethren. “…we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren. But whoso hath this world's 
good, and seeth his brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” 
(v. 16b-17).

This means a readiness to sacrificially help a 
needy brother with our resources. True love 
is not about self-pleasure or self-enrichment, 
but self-sacrifice. When we deny help to a 
destitute brother, it is doubtful whether the 
love of God truly dwells in our hearts (v. 17).

Thirdly, it is when this love is manifested not 
just in our speech but also in our deeds and 
in truth. “My little children, let us not love 
in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and 
in truth” (v. 18).

Only actions done in sincerity qualify as 
genuine expressions of love. In other words, 
true affections should translate into action. 
Words of apparent concern spoken to cover 
up one’s disgust or unwillingness to help 
are plain hypocrisy. Such speech should be 
eradicated from our lips.

The importance of 
brotherly love
Three reasons underscore the importance of 
brotherly love in our fellowship as Christians.

Firstly, it proves that we have received eternal 
life. “We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren. 
He that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a 

murderer: and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him” (vv. 14-15).

While persistent hatred confirms our spiritual 
deadness, love for the brethren proves our 
spiritual regeneration. The expression of 
brotherly love is a manifestation of the 
assurance of eternal life. But it must be 
stressed here that it is not the means for 
obtaining it. Salvation unto eternity still is, 
and will always be, by grace through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8). Our 
love for the brethren is only an affirmation 
of that faith. Thus, brotherly love ought to 
be a characteristic of forgiven, regenerate 
sinners bound for eternity.

Secondly, it proves that we have appreciated 
God’s love in Christ’s atoning sacrifice. 
“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us: and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren” (v. 16).

The term “laid down” involves a deliberate, 
wilful act that demonstrated Christ’s love 
“for us” in His sacrifice on the cross. His death 
was not one of mere martyrdom but an 
atonement and a propitiation (1 John 2:2). It 
is a designed self-sacrifice on behalf of others. 
The preposition “for” (huper in Greek) is 
often used to denote the substitutionary 
nature of the atonement (cf. John 11:50; 1 
Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 
3:13). Thus, Christ gave His very life “for us”, 
for our own benefit.

John’s primary concern is to stress the 
exemplary aspect of Christ’s atoning sacrifice. 
Christians have an obligation to be self-
denying like their Lord if such an occasion 
presents itself in the service of love. Christian 
love does not originate from within one’s 
own heart, but from the sacrificial love of 
Christ which he has tasted.

(Continued on page 19)
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Prayer is a ministry in which the bond of 
Christian fellowship is strengthened as 
mutual needs and burdens are presented 
before the Lord. Incessant prayers for 
one another are taught in the Scriptures 
(Hebrews 13:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:25) with 
regard to physical (James 5:16) as well as 
spiritual (Colossians 1:9) blessings. As such, 
it is expected of every Christian to pray one 
for another. An Old Testament prophet even 
declared that it is a sin to cease praying for 
the people of God (1 Samuel 12:23).

Jesus prayed for His disciples and all believers 
(John 17:9, 20). Thus, the habit of intercession 
was highly regarded and zealously practised 
by His apostles and prophets of old; for it was 
the very trait that made them more like the 
Lord. Scripture is, in fact, replete with many 
exhortations on prayer. It is without doubt 
a solemn duty for Christians to pray for one 
another.

While it is important for Christians to 
intercede one for another continually, 
there are situations in which prayer is more 
urgently needed. Surprisingly, there are also 
situations when we do not pray for a person. 
This teaching can be found 1 John 5:16-17.

When should we 
pray for others?
In verse 16, John presents a situation when 
earnest prayer is required from the brethren. 
“If any man see his brother sin a sin which is 
not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give 
him life for them that sin not unto death” 
(v. 16a).

When we see a brother living in sin, and being 
afflicted and suffering its consequences, we 
must pray for him that he will repent lest he 
be destroyed. Prayer should be the believer’s 
first response on behalf of the errant brother 
instead of reacting in disgust towards him.

Prayer and 
C hristian Fellowship
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Sins of Christians may result in sickness. 
The Apostle Paul mentioned in his first 
epistle to the Corinthians that some of 
them were sick and even dead because 
they partook of the Lord’s Supper while 
sinning without repentance (1 Corinthians 
11:28-30). Weakness, sickness and death 
were the three forms of chastisement with 
which the Corinthian Church was visited. 
Even today, these can be the experiences of 
sinning Christians.

So the sick brother must examine himself 
as to whether there is any sin in him; for 
some sickness may not necessarily mean 
the presence of sin in his life but only a trial 
or test of faith. Nevertheless, if sin indeed is 
present, immediate confession is required. 
When there is an offended party, he must 
seek reconciliation. This then is where prayer 
comes in for the repentance, forgiveness and 
healing of the offender. “Confess your faults 
one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much” 
(James 5:16).

Church leaders should also be called upon 
to intercede for that ailing brother, praying 
not only for his healing, but more so for his 
spiritual restoration (James 5:14-15). If we 
pray in such scenarios and if the brother, 
who has sinned and is afflicted, is willing to 
repent, God will deliver him. Because of his 
repentance, his sins will not work out to his 
death. Thus John says, “… he shall give him 
life for them that sin not unto death.”

When should we not 
pray for others?
Stupefying as it may be, Christians should 
also be aware that there is an occasion 
where it will not be prudent to pray for the 
healing of others. John wrote, “There is a sin 

unto death: I do not say that he shall pray 
for it” (v. 16b). A sin unto death can be any 
particular sin in one’s life. It can be as simple 
as lying, gruesome as murder or complex as 
teaching false doctrines. What makes that 
particular sin deadly is the attitude in taking 
it lightly and refusing to repent from it. This 
presents us with a case of an unreasonable 
and unrepentant individual in the church. 
Thus, there is no point in praying for this 
person. His cries unto God and even those 
that might be uttered on his behalf will most 
certainly be in vain (Jeremiah 14:10-12).

God, in His grace, does not always 
immediately punish us for our sins. However, 
there comes a point when God will no longer 
allow the unrepentant person to continue in 
his sin (Acts 5:1-10 and 1 Corinthians 11:28-
32). At the final stage of divine discipline, God 
will put an end to his life. It is His prerogative, 
as the Sovereign Judge, to decide when to 
remove the person by death.

John mentions some wicked characters found 
in the early church in the second chapter 
of this epistle. They are referred to by the 
phrase “he that hateth his brother” (1 John 
2:11). A hateful, unforgiving and implacable 
spirit towards others describes such a one. 
Another group is named “antichrists” who 
“went out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us” (v. 18-19), and “a 
liar … that denieth that Jesus is the Christ …” 
(v. 22). They are not of us in the sense that 
they twist and deny the fundamental truths 
about Christ and His words. They lie through 
their teeth in denying the person, work and 
words of the Lord Jesus Christ.

There are sins that may or may not result in 
physical death, but engaging in sin without 
repentance does indicate one’s spiritual 
death (1 John 3:9; Matthew 7:18). A person 
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may continue to live; yet spiritually he is dead 
already. Let it be a warning to us that every 
sin is deadly and no sin should be cherished 
in our lives. “All unrighteousness is sin” (v. 
17). And though “there is a sin not unto 
death”, we should not take the presence of 
sin lightly in our lives. Frequent and ceaseless 
intrusions of sin can be a mark of one’s 
spiritual deadness.

It must be reiterated that it is not for us 
to judge that whenever someone falls sick 
or even die, it happened because of that 
person’s sin. Christians must therefore be 
very careful in deliberating matters like 
these. Such problems in the church must 
be approached with much humility, love and 
truthfulness. `

The mutual love of Christians must be patterned after Jesus' sacrificial love on Calvary. There can 
be no greater expression of love than the sacrifice of one’s life, which is the greatest possession 
an individual can ever have (cf. John 15:13). Christ did just that, and He demands that we do 
the same. “When the honour of God’s name, the advancement of his church, and the need of 
his people demand that we love our brothers, we ought to show our love at all cost—even to 
the point of risking and losing our lives,” Kistemaker wrote.

Thirdly, it assures our hearts that we live by His truth in His presence. “And hereby we know that 
we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him” (v. 19). The knowledge that “we are 
of the truth” stands opposed to all false notions of one’s spirituality. The presence of brotherly 
love in our fellowship only affirms that we are true Christians and that we are not deceived in 
professing to be Christians.

For such indeed is the mark of a true disciple of Christ as summed up by Jesus’ own words, “By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35). ̀

(Continued from page 16)



Probably your response to the title of this 
article would be “What an audacious and 
outrageous statement! How in the world 
would one dare to tell a Christian not to 
seek the fellowship of another Christian just 
because he is disorderly? Even if there is a 
verse in the Bible that appears to say such 
a thing, is it not unrealistic and unkind to 
teach that we Christians should not keep 
company with brethren who are disobedient 
or noncompliant?”

Dear reader, whatever be your feelings and 
opinion about the subject of this article, 
I would have you to take careful notice 
that God’s Word insists that we maintain 
no company with Christians who walk in 
ungodly ways. The Bible does say repeatedly 

that we should withdraw our fellowship with 
certain Christians. It gives this instruction 
not just once or twice, but many times over!

The Bible is loud and clear in teaching us 
that we should not keep company with 
unbelievers as well as disobedient, unbiblical 
or worldly Christians. Consider the following 
admonitions in the Bible:

“Now we command you, brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after 
the tradition which he received of us. For 
yourselves know how ye ought to follow 
us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly 
among you” (2 Thessalonians 3:6-7).

20  Bible Witness

Have No Company with 
Disorderly C hristians
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“And if any man obey not our word by this 
epistle, note that man, and have no company 
with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count 
him not as an enemy, but admonish him as 
a brother” (2 Thessalonians 3:14-15).

“But now I have written unto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother 
be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or 
a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with 
such an one no not to eat” (1 Corinthians 
5:11; cf. vv 9, 10).

These are just three of many such 
admonitions in the Scriptures that tell us to 
avoid so-called Christians who live in sin of 
one kind or another. Some other Scripture 
portions that admonish us to keep away from 
disorderly churchgoers are 1 Corinthians 5:9, 
13; Romans 16:17; 1 Timothy 6:5; 2 Timothy 
3:5; 1 Timothy 6:5; Hebrews 12:15-16 and 2 
John 10.

As much as it is important that Christians 
ought to practise the biblical admonition 
to love and care for one another, it is also 
imperative that they do not associate 
closely with brethren who walk disorderly or 
disobediently. It is against godly wisdom to 
stay in close fellowship with such individuals.

How serious is this 
admonition?
“In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” says 
the Apostle Paul in 2 Thessalonians 3:6, “that 
ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly.” The full title of 
our Saviour is used in order to stamp this 
mandate with full divine authority. The 
apostle’s use of “the name” also indicates that 
he was acting on behalf of Christ according 
to His commission (cf. Acts 3:6; 2 Corinthians 
2:10).

This command not to keep company with 
disorderly Christians is spoken with an 
authority that is higher than that of the kings 
or governments of the earth, and it is the 
authority of the Divine Head of the church. 
Therefore, it is paramount that Christians 
obey it.

What does this admonition 
really mean?
Striking words like “withdraw” (2 
Thessalonians 3:6; 1 Timothy 6:5), “have 
no company” (2 Thessalonians 3:14; 1 
Corinthians 5:11), “mark them . . . and avoid 
them” (Romans 16:17) and “turn away” (2 
Timothy 3:5) are used in this admonition. 
These words arrest our attention and cause 
us to consider seriously our casual attitude 
in having close association with those who 
walk disorderly. The Apostle Paul puts it even 
more graphically when he said, “with such an 
one no not to eat” (1 Corinthians 5:11b). In a 
similar vein, John the Apostle said, “receive 
him not into your house, neither bid him 
God speed” (2 John 10).

All of the words we have noted above, when 
taken either individually or collectively, 
strongly urge us to avoid close interaction 
with disorderly Christians. Here we have 
a language of strategy; a cautious general 
shrinking from social engagement with such 
people. Perhaps we might illustrate it by the 
familiar phrase “fight shy”.

In certain cases of disorderly behaviour, only 
a social censure or omission is required, not 
an ecclesiastical excommunication. For 
instance, in 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15, after 
urging believers to “have no company with” 
the disobedient man, they were advised 
to “yet count him not as an enemy, but 
admonish him as a brother”. Nonetheless, 
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in some situations of serious and prolonged 
departure from truth and holiness, an 
ecclesiastical excommunication is mandated 
(cf. Matthew 18:17).

So it is not a complete ostracizing of a 
disorderly brother that the Bible is teaching 
us, but a cautious restraining from close 
association with such a one. In other words, 
we would have him remain in the church 
and also greet him as a brother, while not 
keeping close company with him until he 
repents and makes his ways right.

One may ask, “Is it not important that we 
show love that we might have an opportunity 
to admonish him?” That is the reason why 
Paul said that we should not count him as an 
enemy. We must show a cordial and gentle 
attitude towards him so that we might have 
an occasion to correct him. We must not 
withdraw the civility which is due to every 
man.

Rudeness is not for Christians. But we must 
not maintain close fellowship with him 
who walk in unbiblical ways lest we might 
appear agreeable to his disorderliness or 
wrong behaviour. We must withdraw from 
all unnecessary conversation. We are not to 
make him our bosom friend.

Who are those to 
be avoided?
The following list of people with bad 
behaviour and sinful practices are mentioned 
in the Bible as disorderly Christians. If anyone 
who professes to be a Christian is found 
behaving as such in the following biblical 
list, he warrants our withdrawal from him.

• Busybody persons (2 Thessalonians 
3:11): These are those who meddle 
with the affairs of others instead of 

attending to their own duties. They 
pry into other people’s circumstances 
and domestic affairs, and tell tales 
about them by magnifying, minimizing, 
or misrepresenting. Seeing that some 
Thessalonians had such a tendency, Paul 
commanded them, in his earlier epistle, to 
“do [their] own business” (1 Thessalonians 
4:11).

• Lazy and irresponsible persons (2 
Thessalonians 3:11). This often leads to 
other sins. As it was in the case of the 
Thessalonians, idleness is the mother of 
busybodies. Even today, we see this to 
be the case. People, who have too much 
free time, leaving their own household 
matters to others, go about as busybodies 
and often become tattlers.

• “Fornicator” (1 Corinthians 5:11): This is 
a man who lives in sexual sins. The word 
'fornicator' is translated from the Greek 
word pornos from which the English word 
'pornography' originates. It is descriptive 
of a man who lives a sensual, immoral life.

• “Covetous” (1 Corinthians 5:11): This 
is a materialistic person whose life is 
driven by greed. The love of money and 
material glory characterises his life’s 
passions and pursuits. In his philosophy, 
wealth supersedes truth, mercy and 
righteousness.

• “Idolater” (1 Corinthians 5:11): This is a 
man who still engages in other religious 
feasts and festivals, even though he claims 
to be a Christian.

• “Railer” (1 Corinthians 5:11): This is a 
person who speaks reproachfully of 
others. He abuses others with coarse, rude, 
harsh and bitter words. He vilifies other 



men’s character and hurts their feelings. 
Railers take pleasure in maligning people, 
no matter how honest and upright their 
lives may be.

• “Drunkard” (1 Corinthians 5:11): He is also 
known as a winebibber. This man takes 
to intoxicating drinks, which corrupt his 
thinking and behaviour.

• “Extortioner” (1 Corinthians 5:11): This is 
a man who swindles others. He robs and 
cheats others of their possessions. He is 
also a violent and rapacious person.

• Schismatic persons (Romans 16:17; 1 
Timothy 6:5; 2 John 10): These men 
“cause divisions and offences contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned”. 
They attempt to cause factions within 
the church. They usurp the authority 
of godly leaders and oppose the biblical 
doctrines that they teach. They who 
attempt to form parties in the churches 
are commonly actuated by some evil or 
ambitious design.

• Self-promoting persons (3 John 9-11): 
These are men who impatiently expel 

other brethren from the fellowship in 
order to establish themselves in the 
leadership. They always promote their 
own pre-eminence at the expense of 
others. They seek only their own pleasure 
and prominence.

Why are we commanded 
to avoid them?
The biblical admonition to avoid the company 
of disorderly and disobedient Christians 
is not, as some might think, an extreme, 
unreasonable, capricious and unprofitable 
command. The Bible casts much light on 
the necessity of this admonition. Consider 
the following seven biblical reasons for such 
a command:

Firstly, if we would not withdraw our 
association with unrepentant ones, this 
would encourage them to continue in their 
wrong ways. The Apostle John cautioned, 
“For he that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John 11). Any 
friendly gesture other than for the purpose of 
admonition would only embolden the errant 
person; and thus we become partakers of 
his evil deeds. Association with those who 
commit evil will be like rendering support for 
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their evil actions. Hence, we must withdraw 
ourselves from those who walk in sin. 
Christians should not appear as patrons and 
friends of the intemperate and the wicked.

Secondly, it is God’s will that a disorderly 
Christian ought to feel the shame of his 
evil deeds; and for that purpose we ought 
to disassociate ourselves from him. 2 
Thessalonians 3:14 instructs us, “And if any 
man obey not our word by this epistle, note 
that man, and have no company with him, 
that he may be ashamed.” If we withdraw 
from a disobedient person, it will make him 
aware that his actions are unbecoming of 
a Christian. This is one way of rebuking an 
errant brother, which God’s Word wants us 
to practise.

Thirdly, withdrawal from the company of 
the disobedient one is necessary to protect 
ourselves from evil influence. As an old 
saying goes, “There is no plague so catching 
as sin.” We ourselves are prone to sin because 
our hearts are naturally corrupt. So we are 
warned in 1 Corinthians 15:33 that “evil 
communications corrupt good manners”. 
The Apostle Paul warned the Corinthians 
who took glory in keeping fellowship with 
a fornicator, “Your glorying is not good. 
Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth 
the whole lump?” (1 Corinthians 5:6). Those 
who are unrepentant about their wrong ways 
will always try to rub their vices on as many 
people as they can. They would like to see 
that all behave like themselves. We must 
guard ourselves from their bad influences 
by disassociating ourselves from them.

Fourthly, our association with them may 
drag us not only into their guilt but also into 
their punishment. Ephesians 5:6 warns us, 
“Let no man deceive you with vain words: for 
because of these things cometh the wrath 

of God upon the children of disobedience” 
(cf. Proverbs 13:20; Revelation 18:4). Enjoying 
their pleasantries would be like courting 
God’s wrath against their sins upon ourselves 
(cf. Numbers 16:26).

Fifthly, even if no punishment comes upon 
you, yet the association with disobedient 
persons will be a burden to the conscientious 
Christian (cf. Psalm 120:5-7; 2 Peter 2:7-8).

Sixthly, our close association with disobedient 
persons will be a great hindrance to our 
service for the Lord. They will discourage, 
distract and deter us from what the Lord is 
beckoning us to do.

Seventhly, we should not be beholden to 
those who walk disobediently, for God’s 
command is to have company only with the 
godly. “Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
the scornful” (Psalm 1:1). Proverbs 9:6 advises 
us, “Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in 
the way of understanding.” Delight in the 
company of the wise and godly, and not in 
those who are foolish and ungodly. Get your 
hearts off those things in which the wicked 
abound. So do not be beholden to them. 
Let them see your courage and resolution 
to walk away from that which they embrace.

Conclusion
Let us follow the example of the psalmist 
who said in Psalm 26:4-5, “I have not sat 
with vain persons, neither will I go in with 
dissemblers. I have hated the congregation of 
evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked.”

When a person shows that he is no longer 
worthy to be recognized as a Christian, leave 
him to himself and his God. Peradventure, 
God may bring him to repentance. `
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Bible Trivia - Genesis 47

Read the text from your Bible. Choose the correct pictures to 
complete the story below and fill in the corresponding letter 
in each box. The Pictures may be used more than once.

Answers to Vol. 9, Issue 4 - Bible Trivia - Genesis 46
p. 29-  1.(A); 2.(E); 3.(G); 4.(H); 5.(I); 6.(L); 7.(M); 8.(N); 9.(O); 10.(P); 11.(R); 12.(S); 

13.(T); 14.(U); 15.(Y).
 A NATION, GREAT, MIGHTY AND POPULOUS.

Then Joseph came and told 
1
  that his father and brethren had come with 

their 
2
  and possessions from the land of Canaan. He presented five of his 

brethren unto 
3
 . They explained that their 

4
  could not find pasture in 

Canaan and thus requested to dwell in the land of Goshen. 
5
  agreed to their 

request. Then Joseph brought his father before 
6
 , and Jacob blessed him.

Joseph nourished all his father's household with 
7
  according to their 

families. The famine was very sore and there was no 
8
  in all the land. 

Joseph gathered up all the 
9
  that was found in the land of Egypt, and in 

the land of Canaan, for the 
10

  which they bought: and Joseph brought the 
11

  into Pharaoh's house.

And when 
12

  failed in the land of Egypt the people came unto Joseph 

and asked him for 
13

 , for they were faint with hunger. He asked for their 
14

  in exchange. So they brought horses, and herds of 
15

  unto Joseph, 

and he fed them with 
16

  for that year.

A B C D E



26  Bible Witness

Children’s Page



Bible Witness 27

Children’s Page



28  Bible Witness


	Contents
	Editorial
	Definition of Christian Fellowship
	Basis of Christian Fellowship
	Discourse of Christian Fellowship
	Expressions of Christian Fellowship
	Brotherly Love in Christian Fellowship
	Prayer and Christian Fellowship
	Have No Company
	Bible Trivia - Genesis 47
	Never Give Up!

