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Christ’s first miracle during His earthly 
days, according to the record of the Gospel 
of John, was the turning of water into wine 
in a wedding home in Cana of Galilee. 
After narrating that story, the apostle John 
wrote, “This beginning of miracles did 
Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested 
forth his glory; and his disciples believed 
on him” (John 2:11). The apostle here 
points to the very first miracle that Christ 
performed as an unmistakable proof 
of His divinity and glory. This miracle 
not only authenticated His deity, but 
also demonstrated His glorious love and 
care to His followers.

Besides being a proof of Christ’s 
deity, this record of Christ’s first miracle 
also teaches us that He is able to provide 
for our lack, no matter how difficult and 
impossible the situation may appear.

Christ was Invited to 
the Home

Three days after Jesus left the place of 
John the Baptist’s ministry, He reached 

a place called Cana, which was 60 miles 
away from where the activity of John the 
Baptist was centred, identified in John 1 
as “Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John 
was baptizing” (John 1:28). There were 
more than one place in Israel with the 
name Cana, so the apostle John identified 
the place as “Cana of Galilee” (John 2:1), 
Galilee being the northern region of Israel. 
And in those days, it would normally take 
about three days to travel that distance to 
the north. Cana was near Nazareth where 
Jesus grew up. Obviously, He had many 
friends in that part of Galilee. Incidentally, 
Nathanael whom Philip brought to Christ 
was from Cana (John 21:2). All His 
disciples, except Judas Iscariot, were also 
from the Galilean region.

Verse 2 tells us that “both Jesus was 
called, and his disciples” to a marriage 
house in Cana. The bridegroom and his 
family had invited not just Mary and 
Jesus, but also His disciples. Since Mary 
was known to the family, it is very probable 
that they were aware of the supernatural 

Prabhudas Koshy

Object Lesson from Christ’s Turning of Water into Wine at
Cana Wedding Feast (John 2:1-11)
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birth of Jesus. It is also very likely that the 
testimony of John the Baptist (as the one 
God sent to prepare the way for Christ) had 
already reached their ears. Their invitation 
of Jesus and His disciples was indicative 
of their acceptance of Jesus as ‘the Lamb 
of God’ in their midst, and their genuine 
interest in the kingdom of God. It stands 
to reason that the host family had already 
recognised Christ’s ministry.

Dear reader, have you invited Christ 
into your heart as a sign of your faith in 
Him as God’s provision for your salvation? 
What evidence is there that Jesus is received 
and reverenced in your life as the honoured 
divine Guest? We normally tidy up our 
homes and will be on our best behaviour 
when we have guests in our homes. But 
unfortunately, believers’ words and deeds 
often display their thoughtlessness towards 
Christ who dwells in them. Have you 
been unmindful and neglectful of Christ, 
the divine Guest in your heart? Oh, how 
vital it is that your attitude and conduct 
exhibit the highest esteem and love for 
that divine Guest! Oh, “that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith … being 
rooted and grounded in love” (Ephesians 
3:17)! If we desire Christ to work His 
marvellous power in and through our 
lives, we must have Him as our honoured 
Guest, first and foremost.

That is not all. Another essential way 
to esteem the Lord highly is by showing 
sincere love to His people. That was how 
the family in Cana demonstrated their 
honour for Christ. They lovingly invited 
His disciples to the marriage feast. The 
apostle John clearly mentioned, “And both 
Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the 

marriage” (v. 2). If we love Jesus sincerely, 
we must love His people too. Jesus has 
said, “By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another” (John 13:35). This exhortation is 
also echoed by Paul when he prayed: “the 
Lord make you to increase and abound in 
love one toward another, and toward all 
men” (1 Thessalonians 3:12).

Christ was Informed of 
the Need

In the marriage house of Cana, “they 
wanted (i.e. fell short of) wine, and the 
mother of Jesus saith unto him, They 
have no wine” (v. 3). The people living 
in Palestine normally drank wine (non-
alcoholic) because water was generally 
impure and unhealthy. Diluted wine 
was the common beverage in Palestine. 
The question as to whether the wine was 
fermented or not is not so relevant, because 
normally they would dilute the fermented 
wine. Fermented wine, once diluted, 
would not be intoxicating. After all, the 
Bible warns against strong drink (Proverbs 
20:1; Isaiah 5:11), and it is impossible that 
a godly home would celebrate a marriage 
ceremony with intoxicating wine.

In Jesus’ time, a Jewish marriage 
would usually be celebrated over a period 
of seven days. Because of the constant 
stream of visiting friends and relatives, 
there was suddenly a shortage of wine. 
Mary, noticing the lack of wine, came and 
told Christ – “They have no wine.” Her 
words were indicative of a state of want in 
the hosts’ house and a very embarrassing 
situation for the hosts.
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Knowing their need, Mary, though 
a guest, decided to do her part to help 
meet the need of her hosts. So, she quickly 
came to Christ and told Him of the need. 
Mary was certainly a kind, caring and 
compassionate woman. She possessed a 
sincere desire to see that her hosts’ need 
would be met quickly. May we too, like 
Mary, be compassionate and ready to do 
our part to alleviate the struggles of others 
in their need. Shouldn’t we also take time to 
tell Christ in prayer the needs of our fellow 
brethren? May we not just care about our 
own needs, neglecting to pray for others. 
Like all the saints of God in the Scriptures, 
we must pray one for another (cf. Colossians 
1:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:11; James 5:16).

Christ was Implored 
with Faith

When Mary came to Christ to inform him 
that there was no wine, she possessed great 
faith in Him that He was able to help. 
Christ’s immediate reply to her was in the 
form of a question: “Woman, what have I to 
do with thee?” (v. 4a). His address of Mary 
as “Woman” was not a show of discourtesy 
or rudeness. It was the usual polite term 
in their language for addressing a woman. 
Christ’s question – “what have I to do with 
thee?” – was expressive of the difference 
of opinion He had with Mary’s intention. 
Jesus knew what Mary was thinking. His 
words implied that she was asking for 
more than a miraculous provision and, in 
a sense, He disapproved of her idea. She 
must await the time which Jesus called “my 
hour” to have her relished desire fulfilled. 
That is why Jesus told Mary that “mine 
hour is not yet come” (v. 4b). Jesus often 

used the terms “my hour” or “the hour” as 
a reference to His crucifixion and death (cf. 
John 7:30; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1). Though 
we do not know what exactly Jesus refused 
to grant Mary until His crucifixion, we do 
know that He granted His help to solve the 
problem of a lack of wine.

Nevertheless, her faith was tested 
and proven by her coming to Christ with 
her request. Though Jesus did not plainly 

 
Mariolatry (Roman Catholic 
teaching about worshipping 

and praying to Mary)

Why is Mariolatry wrong? This 
miraculous event in Cana tells us 
that Mary in herself did not possess 
any miraculous power, as what the 
Roman Catholic Church has been 
teaching. Like others she also sought 
Christ’s help. We must also take 
note that Mary is not a participant 
in any of Christ’s miracles, except 
in this miracle done by Christ in 
Cana. Roman Catholics teach that 
Mary, being the mother of Jesus, 
can help to mediate for us. Neither 
this event nor any other portion of 
the Bible teaches such a doctrine. 
In fact, the Lord Jesus wants us to 
go to Him directly. He said, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28). When the Lord 
expects us to go directly to Him, it 
is wrong to pray to Mary to mediate 
for us before Him. It is against the 
Scriptures, and is, therefore, a sin.
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assure Mary of His help, she believed that He was able to help, and also 
that He would surely help to resolve the problem that had arisen in the 
marriage house. Her faith was reflected in her words to the servants 
– “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” (v. 5). Her confidence in 
Christ’s mercy and power enabled her to order the servants to do 
whatever Christ would command.

Considering the fact that Mary had not seen Him performing 
any miracle yet (this being the “beginning of miracles”), she 
nonetheless expressed a very firm faith in her son. She 
had always kept in her mind what the prophets had 
foretold concerning Him in the Scriptures (cf. 
Isaiah 9:6-7; 61:1-3). Also in her thoughts had 
been the angel’s words concerning Him 
(cf. Luke 1:26-38; 2:19, 51). Though she 
nourished Him as her own child, she 
never doubted His divinity. She 
had great esteem for Him, for 
she knew that He was the Son of 
God because of her miraculous 
conception of Him. Her faith in 
Christ as the Son of God had remained 
intact for the past thirty years. She was 
eagerly awaiting to see His divine glory at 
work. The shortage of wine in that house 
of marriage provided her with an occasion 
to express the zeal of her irrepressible 
faith. It was as if she sensed 
this awkward and potentially 
embarrassing situation could 
be the occasion for Christ to do 
something out of the ordinary.

Christ’s 
Words were 

Implemented
True enough, Jesus 
commanded the servants to 
fill the waterpots with water 
(v. 7). They did not hesitate to 
obey His command. They acted 
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at once to fill the pots with water up to 
the brim. There were six waterpots of stone 
that were usually used in the traditional 
Jewish purification rituals, such as was 
mentioned in Mark 7:2-4. They could 
contain “two or three firkins apiece” (v. 
6). It is said that a firkin is about 40 over 
litres; since they could contain about 2 to 
3 firkins, we may conclude that each pot 
could hold an average of 100 litres. Six 
of such pots together could hold about 
600 litres of wine! That’s indeed a huge 
provision. It could have cost a large amount 
of money too in the market.

Then Jesus said unto them, “Draw 
out now, and bear unto the governor of 
the feast” (v. 8a). Because of this second 
command, some insist that it was not the 
water in the jars that was turned into wine, 
but the water that was being drawn out of 
the well. They seem to think that the word 
“draw” in v. 8 must be the drawing of 
water from the well. However, let us take 
note that there is no mention of water in 
v. 8. Jesus simply said, “Draw out now”, 
clearly commanding the servants to scoop 
out what was in the jars to bring unto the 
governor of the feast.

The obedient servants had the 
privilege of delivering the best wine for 
the guests. “And they bare it” (v. 8b) to the 
governor of the feast. Mary had already 
instructed them to do as Christ would have 
them to do – “Whatsoever he saith unto 
you, do it” (v. 5). Obedience to Christ will 
invariably transform one to be a channel of 
divine blessings to others. Dear Christians, 
do not pursue every whim or fancy of your 
own mind. Do not hurry to get things 
done. Neither succumb to your anxiety 

nor run ahead before He sends you. When 
His Word is silent, you be silent too. The 
best counsel is: “Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it.” Learn to wait patiently 
on Christ for guidance; when He gives 
you His instructions, give yourself fully to 
their implementation.

Christ’s Wine was 
Incomparable

None in that house knew how all of a 
sudden new wine was brought, except 
Christ and the servants who drew the 
water. We understand from v. 9 that the 
master of the feast himself was surprised, 
for he did not know from where the wine 
was brought. His normal experience was 
that good wine was first served, and the 
poorer wine at the last. But it seemed that 
the groom had kept the good wine until the 
last – hence his remark to the bridegroom: 
“Every man at the beginning doth set 
forth good wine; and when men have well 
drunk, then that which is worse: but thou 
hast kept the good wine until now” (v. 
10). He was pleasantly surprised (and for 
sure the groom as well) that the quality 
of the wine served last was far better than 
the wine served earlier. Surely it was the 
sweetest, freshest wine ever tasted!

Isn’t it wonderful that our Lord is able 
to provide the best things for our needs? 
“Yea, the LORD shall give that which is 
good” (Psalm 85:12a). “For the LORD 
God is a sun and shield: the LORD 
will give grace and glory: no good thing 
will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly” (Psalm 84:11). Let all who love 
and serve the Lord assure one another: 
“But my God shall supply all your need 
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according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).

Christ’s Work Indicated 
His Divine Glory

This was the first miracle that Jesus ever did 
while He was on earth, for John recorded, 
“This beginning of miracles did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his 
glory; and his disciples believed on him” 
(v. 11). Therefore, the stories that have 
been circulated about Christ’s childhood 
miracles are surely untrue. Now, the Greek 
word (sēmeíon) translated as “miracle” 
indicates that it was a miraculous event 
that pointed to a reality of much greater 
significance. It was therefore a ‘sign-
miracle’ (i.e. a miracle with great meaning), 
which “manifested forth his glory; and 
his disciples believed on him”. That is to 
say, this miracle that Christ performed 
publicly was a self-revelation concerning 
His glory – the glory of His divine nature, 
to be specific. As a sign-miracle, it was 
intended to instruct the people that He 
was the promised Messiah of the Old 
Testament Scriptures and that He was, 
in essence, God. He is the glorious Son 
of God, no less! As John declared earlier 
in his gospel-record, “And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14).

His glorious power (i.e. omnipotence) 
was displayed in the miracle. By 
turning water into wine, He showed 
His supernatural power. This wine did 

not come from the normal process of 
fermentation of grapes. The Lord brought 
it into existence from mere water. Truly, 
this miracle signifies that He is God the 
Creator (cf. John 1:1-4), as well as God 
the gracious Provider!

Conclusion
How amazing it is that Christ chose a 
humble setting of a needy house in that 
little-known village of Cana for His first 
glorious miracle! He chose not to be in the 
presence of the elite in prominent places, 
like Jerusalem or any other famous city 
of Israel, to manifest His grace and glory. 
How comforting it is that the glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ cares for the poor and 
lowly! Take note also how He, who is 
“high above all nations, and … above the 
heavens … (and) who dwelleth on high, 
… humbleth himself” (Psalm 113:4-6) to 
attend to a household’s domestic need and 
thereby increased their joy.

When unexpected problems arise in 
our lives, do not allow ourselves to become 
totally listless and terribly troubled. If 
you call on the Lord and He abides with 
you, you can be sure that He who turned 
the water into wine, is able to turn your 
emptiness into bountifulness, and your 
sullenness into sweetness. He forgets not 
the humble and needy among His people, 
and comes to aid them with His gracious 
presence and provisions. Happy indeed 
is the man who puts his trust in Him, 
for He is truly glorious in power, grace, 
compassion and munificence.
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Clement Chew

Devotion on Christ’s 
Healing of the Centurion’s 

Servant (Luke 7:1-10)

Jesus’ condition for discipleship is 
unambiguous: “No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). 
Christians, in the truest sense of the word, 
are to be disciples of Christ. They are not 
to go back to their old ways or to do their 
own bidding. True followers of Christ 
not only humbly deny themselves, take 
up their crosses daily, and follow Him 
wholeheartedly (Luke 9:23), but they also 
recognise that “All power (i.e. authority) is 
given unto (Him) in heaven and in earth” 
(Matthew 28:18). If there is one who is 
worthy to be the Christian’s Master, it 
must be the Lord Jesus Christ, who (being 
the King of kings and the Lord of lords) 
has the ultimate authority!

Sadly, many so-called Christians 
today merely confess Christ as their Saviour 
but refuse to live in submission to His 
sovereign will and authority. In so doing, 
they are as good as refusing to embrace 

Him as their Lord and Master. As a result, 
their lives are no different from the people 
of the world, full of licentiousness and 
debauchery. By their wanton conduct, they 
are essentially proclaiming, “We are our 
own lords; Christ Jesus is not our Lord – 
we are under no obligation to abide by His 
impeccable standards of righteousness!”

Divine Authority 
Blatantly Overlooked

That, unfortunately, was the prevalent 
attitude of many Jews of Jesus’ day. Prior 
to Jesus’ entering into Capernaum again 
in Matthew 8:5 (cf. Luke 7:1), He had 
already preached extensively throughout 
the region of Galilee (cf. Matthew 4:23), 
including His well-known “Sermon on the 
Mount”, recorded for us in Matthew 5-7. 
He also healed all manner of sicknesses and 
delivered those who were possessed with 
devils. These caused Christ to rise in fame, 
attracting a large following not only from 
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Galilee, but also the surrounding regions 
(cf. Matthew 4:24) – so much so that 
“there followed him great multitudes of 
people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, 
and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and 
from beyond Jordan” (Matthew 4:25)! 

However, while the people might be 
wowed by the spectacular, they missed 
the message behind the miracles. They 
were unable to see that the miracles 
authenticated Christ as the Son of God 
who had come to take away the sins of the 
world. Though most of Christ’s mighty 
works were done in the region of Galilee 
(cf. Matthew 11:20), the vast majority of 
Jewish residents there remained unmoved 
despite hearing the preaching of Christ 
and seeing the miracles. Thus, Christ 
passed judgment on the Galilean cities for 
their unbelief and unrepentance: “Woe 
unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, 
Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which 
were done in you, had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago in sackcloth and ashes … And thou, 
Capernaum … shalt be brought down 
to hell: for if the mighty works, which 
have been done in thee, had been done 
in Sodom, it would have remained until 
this day” (Matthew 11:21, 23). Tragically, 
despite the works that were done among 
the children of Israel, they only regarded 
Christ as just a great prophet and teacher. 
Few believed in Him as their Lord and 
Saviour, including the Jews in Capernaum.

Man’s Authority 
Unduly Esteemed

On the other hand, the centurion of 
Capernaum was esteemed very highly 

by the Jews. This was remarkable for 
two reasons. Firstly, the centurion was a 
Gentile. Gentiles were commonly regarded 
as outcasts of the kingdom of heaven by 
the Jews, and thus unclean and despised. 
Secondly, the centurion was a military 
officer of the Roman army. Not only did 
he have the command over approximately 
100 soldiers, he was also vested with the 
authority to order anyone to stop in the 
way and to serve him. Those who refused 
to do so could be severely punished. This 
caused the military lords to be greatly 
feared and, at the same time, hated in 
many quarters of the Jewish community 
of Palestine under Roman rule.  

Nevertheless, this centurion was 
different; he was greatly loved by the Jews. 
In fact, the passage in Luke 7:1-10 tells us 
that the elders of the Jews lauded him for 
building a synagogue as they viewed it as 
a show of his love for the Jewish people (v. 
5). Moreover, the centurion appeared to be 
a compassionate man. He had a bond-slave 
[as indicated by the Greek word (doulos) 
for “servant” in v. 2] who was “sick, and 
ready to die”. In those days, slaves were 
regarded as nothing more than legal 
commodities and could be discarded at 
the whim and fancy of their masters. There 
was no medical leave for a slave! However, 
this centurion had genuine affection for 
this “grievously tormented” slave, whom 
he affectionately called his “child” [as 
literally translated from the Greek word 
(pais) used for “servant” in Matthew 8:6]. 
He sought Jesus’ help not for himself or 
any of his household, but for a helpless 
servant whom he could have easily cast 
away. His righteous nobility, coupled with 
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the more crucial factor of the Jews being 
the beneficiaries of his generosity (and 
presumed political favour), must have 
caused the Jewish elders to beseech Jesus 
“instantly” (v. 4) – i.e. earnestly desire 
Him – to help the centurion. In their 
eyes, the centurion was a worthy lord. 
This authoritative, noble officer was most 
deserving to be helped by Jesus Christ!  

Man’s Authority 
Humbly Put in Its Place
Yet, the centurion viewed himself very 
differently. When he heard that Jesus was 
coming to heal his servant, he sent his 
friends to tell Jesus not to trouble Himself. 
The Jews in those days did not enter the 
houses of Gentiles as they regarded them as 
unclean. The entrance of Jesus to the house 
of the centurion would have invited much 
unwelcomed attention from His enemies. 

Of more importance was how the 
centurion understood his place before 
Christ. In the eyes of the world, the 
centurion was the lord, and Christ was his 
servant. The high-ranking centurion could 
have commanded the lowly carpenter (in 
society’s eyes) to submit to his wishes. 
However, the centurion answered, “Lord 
… I am not worthy that thou shouldest 
enter under my roof” (v. 6b). To the 
centurion, he himself was the lowly slave, 
while Christ is the exalted Master! What’s 
more, he requested Jesus to “say in a word, 
and my servant shall be healed” (v. 7b). He 
recognised that Jesus had great spiritual 
power and could effect miraculous healing 
by mere word of command. Furthermore, 
in conceding that he was “a man set 
under (i.e. of delegated) authority” (v. 8a), 

you could say, he knew his subservient 
position and humbly conducted himself 
before Israel’s Messiah, who has absolute 
spiritual authority. 

Divine Authority 
Duly Esteemed

The basis of the centurion’s statement lies 
in his faith in the power of Christ’s Word. 
As a centurion, all he needed to do was 
command, and the task would be fulfilled. 
If it is true that the words of earthly lords 
have power and carry great weight, what 
more the King of kings and the Lord of 
lords! All that was needed was for Christ to 
command the illness to be lifted, and his 
servant would be healed. 

Thus, what followed the centurion’s 
humble confession of his unworthiness 
was a most astounding statement of faith: 
“… but say in a word, and my servant shall 
be healed. For I also am a man set under 
authority, having under me soldiers, and 
I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to 
another, Come, and he cometh; and to my 
servant, Do this, and he doeth it” (vv. 7b-
8). All the previous instances of miraculous 
healing were done in the physical presence 
of Christ. However, the centurion declared 
that there was no need for Christ to be 
physically present in the house. He believed 
that Jesus could also heal from afar, just as 
earthly powers can command from afar. 

His spot-on acknowledgment 
of Christ’s pre-eminent authority in 
just speaking the word earned Jesus’ 
unequivocal compliment. It caused Christ 
to marvel in the hearing of the Jewish 
delegation: “I say unto you, I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel” (v. 9)! 
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The centurion’s incredible faith in Christ’s 
sovereign power was indeed vindicated 
when the Jewish elders “that were sent, 
returning to the house, found the servant 
whole that had been sick” (v. 10), being 
“healed in the selfsame hour” (Matthew 
8:13b) that Jesus spoke the word.

Divine Authority 
Ultimately Manifested

Astounding as it was, Jesus’ instantaneous 
“remote” healing of the servant is 
incidental. What is most instructive 
was Jesus’ unreserved acceptance of the 
centurion’s amazing declaration of faith in 
His divine authority. He did not contradict 
the centurion’s acknowledgment of the 
absolute reach of His authority. Without 
doubt, the exchange between Christ and 
the centurion was truly a rebuke to the 
children of Israel. They had heard the 
words of Christ and also witnessed the 
miracles of Christ, yet they were so slow 
of heart to believe that Christ is the Son 
of God and the Lord of the world. In this 
respect, the Gentile centurion had more 
faith and spiritual insight than the children 
of Israel, “unto (whom) were committed 
the oracles of God” (Romans 3:2b). They 
thronged Him only for novelty, and for the 
meat He provided. They had no interest in 
Him as “the bread of life” (cf. John 6:35); 
neither did they desire to submit to Him 
as their Eternal King and Lord. They had 
no true faith in the Word of Christ. As 
Christ would declare later, “This people 
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, 
and honoureth me with their lips; but their 
heart is far from me” (Matthew 15:8). 

The hardness of the hearts of the 
Jews caused Christ to declare in a parallel 
passage in Matthew 8:5-13, “That many 
shall come from the east and west, and shall 
sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the 
children of the kingdom shall be cast out 
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth” (vv. 11-12). Indeed, 
many of the Gentiles will come to believe 
in Christ and thus enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but many of the Jews will refuse 
to submit to the Lordship of Christ and 
thus be eternally condemned. Herein is 
intimated Christ’s ultimate authority over 
the eternal destiny of all men – manifested 
in His separation of believers in heaven 
and unbelievers in hell. 

Conclusion
Dear reader, how about you? Have you 
submitted yourself fully to the Lord 
and His Word? Or are you like most in 
Christendom today, being devoid of such 
humble faith like that of the centurion. 
Many do not like to surrender their all 
under the Lordship of Christ. Neither do 
they trust in the power of God’s Word. 
Instead, they would rather turn to self-help 
books and gurus than to trust in the Holy 
Scriptures. And to add insult to injury, 
they even label those who preach faith 
in the Scriptures as proud and arrogant. 
What an upside-down world! Be like 
the centurion, and not like the Jews of 
Capernaum! Humble yourself under the 
sovereign authority of God and trust in the 
glorious name of Christ. Amen. 
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Ho Kee How

Object Lesson from Christ’s Healing of the 
Blind Man at Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26)

This miracle of Jesus’ healing a blind man 
at Bethsaida apparently happened out of 
the blue! Nonetheless, we note that it came 
hot on the heels of Jesus’ rebuking His 
disciples for their lack of understanding. 
In the preceding verse, Jesus had said 
unto them, “How is it that ye do not 
understand?” (Mark 8:21).

This was a serious reproof from 
the Master indeed – the disciples were 
chided for not being able to see things 
through spiritual eyes. Sure, they were not 
physically blind, but they were rebuked for 
their spiritual blindness, or rather, partial 
spiritual blindness! Of course, we wouldn’t 
say they were spiritually blind, because all 
the disciples (with the exception of Judas 
Iscariot) were born-again, for they all 
recognised Jesus to be the Messiah. So, 
they did have some spiritual light at that 
point in time. However, what they lacked 
was clear perception of spiritual truths.

Whether it is in the physical or 
spiritual realm, clarity in perception is 
crucial to clear vision (physically speaking) 
or clear understanding (spiritually 

speaking). Just as a blind man needs his 
physical sight to be restored fully to see 
clearly (for a blurred vision won’t suffice), 
so too believers would need to be granted 
clear spiritual sight to fully perceive 
spiritual truths. Partial perception is 
often as good as misperception. A little 
knowledge can be a dangerous thing, as 
they say; it can be a case of “so near yet so 
far”. A partial perception is not enough to 
fully grasp divine truth; conversely, it may 
distort it! We shall now see how Jesus used 
this miracle of healing the blind man at 
Bethsaida to draw out this point.

Woeful Lack of 
Perception of Real 

Spiritual Issues
Now, Jesus’ rebuke of His disciples for 
their lack of spiritual understanding was in 
regard to His earlier warning concerning 
“the leaven of the Pharisees” (v. 15). At that 
juncture, the disciples were on board the 
ship – with Jesus – on their way “to the 
other side” (v. 13) of the Sea of Galilee. 
How “they reasoned among themselves” 
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(v. 16a) at the mention of “leaven” by 
Jesus must have been quite an amusing 
spectacle. Thinking that Jesus was referring 
to the leaven of bread, their immediate 
reaction was one of embarrassment and, 
possibly, mutual finger-pointing at their 
oversight! By then, they realised they had 
forgotten to take bread along with them 
for their journey (v. 16b). In fact, among 
themselves, they were down to just one 
loaf (v. 14)! Probably their minds were still 
lingering on the euphoria generated by 
Jesus’ recent miracle of feeding the 4,000 
with seven loaves (cf. vv. 1-9). Thus, when 
they think “leaven”, their minds naturally 
associated it with bread. Jesus was certainly 
disappointed with their “reasoning” (vv. 
17-18). If He could feed 4,000 with seven 
loaves, and (prior to that) 5,000 with five 
loaves (cf. vv. 19-20), feeding 12 disciples 
with one loaf would be “no big deal” by 
comparison. It seemed that the disciples 
had all but missed the whole point!

A reading of a parallel passage in 
Matthew 16:11-12 tells us that Jesus was 
instead talking about the “doctrine” of the 
Pharisees. Like leaven which permeates 
and puffs up the whole loaf, the doctrine 
of this powerful religious group had also 
pervaded and become deeply entrenched 
in the thinking and attitudes of the Jewish 
people. Indeed, “A little leaven leaveneth 
the whole lump” (Galatians 5:9)! They 
might not be plagued by charismatism, 
ecumenism or liberalism like in our 
day, but Jewish society had its fair share 
of “-isms”, in the form of “Pharisaism”, 
“Sadducism”, “Herodism” and the like. As 
in our time, false doctrines also abounded 
in Jesus’ day! Jesus was pointing out the 

subtle dangers of the unbiblical teachings 
of the Pharisees – and the not-so-subtle 
intimidation and pressure tactics of these 
arrogant, bigoted religious leaders; hence 
Jesus’ enjoining the disciples to dissociate 
from their “leaven”, i.e. their doctrine.

Yet the disciples were oblivious and 
blind to all these spiritual dangers! So we 
see the disciples being gently and duly 
chided for their woeful lack of perception 
of the real spiritual issues of the day. This 
spiritual ignorance on the disciples’ part, 
of the evil and wrong doctrines now 
sweeping over the Jewish society, certainly 
concerned the Master! Following this 
encounter was the miracle in question, 
apparently out of the blue. But nothing 
happened by chance with the Lord. As we 
know, miracles performed by Jesus serve 
as a sign, pointing to something far more 
important – in this case, the need to be 
granted clear spiritual perception.

Unable to Perceive 
At All

As the scene opens in verse 22, we see 
Jesus – and (reading between the lines) 
the disciples as well – arriving on the 
shore at Bethsaida. Straightaway, the 
disciples’ zeal to see people healed was seen 
almost immediately – a blind man was 
presented for healing!

Verse 22 tells us that it was “they” 
who brought this pitiful blind man (who 
was not able to see anything at all) to Jesus 
for healing. Who were “they”? In the light 
of immediate context, we note that the 
nearest antecedent for “they” goes right 
back to v. 14, where we read: “Now the 
disciples had forgotten to take bread …”. 
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Then soon after, we have Jesus’ discourse 
on “leaven”, whose target audience 
obviously were the disciples, followed by 
His rebuke of “them” in v. 21 for their 
lack of spiritual perception. Thus, we can 
reasonably conclude that “they” must have 
referred to the disciples. Their overriding 
zeal was plain for all to see as they actually 
“besought” the Lord to simply “touch” 
the blind man. They did not merely ask or 
request quietly. They “besought him” (v. 
22b)! And this “beseeching” has the idea 
of a strong, earnest entreating on behalf of 
another. You could say, they craved to see 
Jesus’ healing ministry in action, perhaps 
almost relegating Jesus’ more crucial 
“doctrinal” ministry to the background.

Be that as it may, this abrupt “turn of 
events” played right into Jesus’ hand. Jesus 
perceived an opportune moment to teach 
the disciples an object lesson to make them 
perceive some important spiritual truth. 
So in v. 23a, we see the blind man being 
led by Jesus “out of the town”, probably 
to be away from the public glare of the 
townsfolk. The intention was to bring the 
blind man to a quieter spot, far enough 
from the hustle and bustle of the town, 
away from the nosiness and distraction of 
the crowd. Jesus’ purpose was probably to 
do something intended as an object lesson 
meant primarily for the disciples, hence 
the importance of a locality that was “out 
of the town”. The similarity between the 
blind man’s physical handicap and the 
disciples’ spiritual deficiency is undeniable. 
Indeed, just as this blind man could 
perceive nothing around him and was in 
need of his physical sight to be restored, 
so too the disciples could not perceive at 

all the spiritual dangers around them and 
were in urgent need of clear spiritual sight.

Only Able to Perceive 
Partially

When they had reached a certain spot “out 
of the town”, Jesus spat on the eyes of the 
blind man, “and put his hands upon him” 
(v. 23b), and asked him an interesting 
question. He “asked him if he saw aught” 
(v. 23c), i.e. Jesus asked him if he saw 
anything at all. This was rather strange to 
the disciples who, by then, would expect 
Jesus to say something like: “Go, and shew 
thyself to the priest”, or “Go, and sin no 
more!” They expected Jesus to be definitive 
and authoritative in His healing. They 
didn’t expect Jesus to ask any person whom 
He was healing: “How are you feeling?” 
or “Can you move your hands and legs?” 
or “Can you see clearly?” Nothing of that 
sort ever accompanied Jesus’ miracles! So 
why was their Lord seemingly unsure of 
His “healing touch”? Of course, Jesus was 
more than sure – being God, He knows all 
things! Jesus’ deliberate intent was for His 
first touch to effect a partial restoration 
of sight in the blind man. His purpose 
was to elicit a certain response from him 
regarding his visual perceptibility – no 
doubt as part of an object lesson He had in 
mind for His disciples.

Let us see the response of the man. 
“And he looked up, and said, I see men 
as trees, walking” (v. 24). Oh, what an 
answer! He knew there were some men 
around him (probably Jesus’ disciples), but 
he couldn’t discern their form. He could 
only perceive partially. To him, they looked 
like trees. Not that they were all very tall, 
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though perhaps they looked lanky and 
straight. Maybe some of the disciples were 
raising their hands in apparent jubilation, 
which made their outstretched arms look 
like branches. But “trees, walking” about? 
That’s an almost laughable answer! Trees 
are rooted to the ground; they are not 
mobile. Nevertheless, try to understand 
that this previously blind man was putting 
a name to what he saw for the first time after 
having been in darkness for a long time. 
He had probably blurted out the closest 
descriptive word that he could draw from 
his limited and vague mental “store” of 

lexica l 
items. All 

this while, there had 
been little motivation 

for him to learn words for 
names of things around him 

which he could not see. So, what 
came out from his mouth was rather 

embarrassingly amiss! However, now 
that he could see something, we can be 

sure he was too excited to be embarrassed.
The partially restored blind man 

perceived “men as trees”. Though he could 
now see somewhat in response to Jesus’ 
first touch, he missed the mark! Partial 
perception simply won’t do. This awkward, 
constrained ability to see discernibly 
is a deliberate analogy of the disciples’ 
temporary lack of clear understanding. 
We need not look far. Sometimes when 
confronted with the truth, especially after 
being in darkness for so long, we may not 
recognise it readily ourselves. Sometimes 
our prejudiced minds (with their deeply-
entrenched misguided beliefs) can also play 
tricks on us – not only are we unable to 
recognise readily, we might even refuse to 
recognise the truth! In such cases, partial 
perception is as good as misperception.
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Able to Perceive 
Clearly

Praise the Lord, Jesus did not stop at the 
“first touch”. He followed up with a second 
touch. “After that he put his hands again 
upon his eyes, and made him look up: and 
he was restored …” (v. 25). This time, Jesus 
did not ask for his response. There was no 
need to. The Bible says that he “saw every 
man clearly” (v. 25c). Upon being able to 
perceive clearly, he must have let out a cry 
of ecstatic and unrestrained joy – “I can 
see! I can see clearly!” Oh, what thrill he 
must have felt! At Jesus’ second touch, it 
is instructive to observe His purposeful 
gesture of making the man “look up” (v. 
25b), probably by tilting his head upward. 
This deliberate gesture of turning the 
man’s eyes heavenward, as it were, probably 
intimated to him and all those around that 
“Every good gift … is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights” 
(James 1:17a), including clear perception 
(both physical and, especially, spiritual).

Now, it must be noted that Jesus can 
heal immediately and completely; He is not 
limited in His healing power. Undoubtedly, 
the whole process of restoring the blind 
man’s full perception, through His first 
and second touches, served as a deliberate 
analogy of some important spiritual truth 
for the disciples. Jesus’ second touch 
resulting in the man’s clear vision would 
signify the disciples’ subsequent fuller 
spiritual understanding. They might not 
fully grasp many truths at that moment, 
including Christ’s atoning death and the 
need for doctrinal discernment, among 
others. Nevertheless, over time and 
illumined by another Comforter, the Holy 

Spirit, they would be guided into all truth 
by the Spirit of truth Himself (cf. John 
14:16; 16:13). They would experience a 
“strange warming” of the heart and would 
say to one another, “Did not our heart 
burn within us … while he opened to us 
the scriptures?” (cf. Luke 24:32).

For the (biblical) record, while the 
disciples initially felt revulsion at Christ’s 
teachings of His impending death [cf. 
Mark 8:31-33] (due to their then immature 
perception of Christ’s purpose of His 
first coming on earth), they would later 
regard the preaching of “Christ crucified” 
as “the power … and the wisdom of 
God” (1 Corinthians 1:23-24). In fact, 
Peter’s clear perception of “the sufferings 
of Christ”, which “the Spirit of Christ 
… testified beforehand” through the 
prophets (cf. 1 Peter 1:10-11), stood out in 
his first epistle, written to the persecuted 
Christians scattered throughout Asia 
Minor (cf. 1 Peter 1:1). He encouraged 
them by reminding them of their “lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3b), and of 
their redemption via “the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19). And 
when Peter subsequently in his second 
epistle warned believers to be vigilant 
against “false teachers among you, who 
privily shall bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought them” 
and “by reason of whom the way of truth 
shall be evil spoken of” (2 Peter 2:1-2), you 
can be sure that Peter and, by extension, 
the rest of the disciples were by then fully 
convinced of the need to “beware of the 
leaven (i.e. doctrine)” of false teachers!
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Judicial Judgment of 
Non-Perception on the 

Unbelieving
A significant, sobering postscript to this 
miracle is noted in v. 26. After the miracle, 
Jesus promptly sent the fully restored 
blind man “away to his house, saying, 
Neither go into the town, nor tell it to 
any in the town.” This “enlightened” man 
was specifically forbidden to testify to the 
townsfolk. The Lord’s desire was for the 
miracle to be kept under wraps. He did 
not want the unnecessary publicity that 
would be generated to distract and detract 
from His teaching and preaching ministry, 
which He deemed more important than 
miracles to make men perceive clearly 
the truths of God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness. For “Man shall … (live) 
by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4b).

Such specific prohibition, which 
left the townsfolk in the dark while the 
“once-blind but now-fully-sighted” man 
enjoyed the light, speaks of God’s judicial 
judgment – judgment on those who 
persistently refuse to come to the light. For 
the record, Bethsaida was one of the “cities 
wherein most of (Christ’s) mighty works 
were done … (yet) they repented not”, 
thereby earning Jesus’ pronouncement 
of woe – “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! 
woe unto thee, Bethsaida!” (Matthew 
11:20-21b). Sadly, the vast majority of 
the residents of Bethsaida rejected Christ, 

unmoved by His miracles. Here is a fearful 
warning to those who keep rejecting the 
truth. God will harden their hearts, such 
that “seeing (they) shall see, and shall not 
perceive” (Matthew 13:14)!

Conclusion
While the same truths are hidden from 
those who harden their hearts against 
God’s Word, those who believe move from 
partial to clear perception of God’s truths, 
as these will be gradually and progressively 
revealed through the meditation of God’s 
Word and the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit. Beloved Christians, let us therefore 
“Take heed … unto the doctrine” (1 
Timothy 4:16a) and yield to the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance. As we perceive more 
and more, our hearts will also be strangely 
warmed, like the disciples. The key thing 
is to have a heart of belief and a spirit 
of humility as we “give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine” (1 
Timothy 4:13), and unto faithful preachers 
“who labour in the word and doctrine” (1 
Timothy 5:17b), “rightly dividing the word 
of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). In so doing, 
we will not be merely satisfied with a 
hazy, superficial or partial understanding 
of God’s truths. Partial perception is as 
good as misperception, just as half-truths 
as dangerous as blatant lies! In matters of 
spiritual understanding, nothing short of 
clear perception will do. May God help us.
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Richard Tiu

Devotion on Christ’s Raising of Lazarus
from the Dead (John 11:38-45)
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Of all the miracles that our Lord performed 
during His earthly ministry, the miracle of 
raising Lazarus from the dead is arguably 
the most astounding and dramatic of them 
all. It is one that even the early believers 
of Christ found hard to fathom. It was, 
firstly, a foretaste of victory over death 
(which would be accomplished by Christ’s 
impending crucifixion, culminating in 
His resurrection) and, secondly, a lesson in 
victory over doubt. This miracle wrought 
by Jesus in Bethany was not only meant to 
raise up the physically dead Lazarus; it was 
also meant to awaken doubting believers 
from their spiritual slumber. Indeed, an 
object lesson that can be learned from 
this incident is that in matters of faith, to 
believe is to see God’s glory.

From the passage in John 11, we 
learn that when Jesus heard that Lazarus 
was gravely ill, He did not attempt to 
go to heal him immediately (v. 6), but 
deliberately waited till “Lazarus sleepeth 
… that I may awake him out of sleep (i.e. 
death)” (v. 11; cf. v. 13). His intention was 
to make Lazarus “rise again” (v. 23), with 
His express purpose summed up in v. 4: 
“This sickness is not unto death, but for 
the glory of God, that the Son of God 
might be glorified thereby.” No doubt the 
miracle He was about to do would serve as 
an object lesson in His own resurrection.

Mind-Boggling 
Command

Now, when Jesus chose His appointed 
time to arrive at Bethany, Lazarus had 
been dead for four days already (v. 17) and 
his body was entombed in a cave, whose 

entrance was laid upon (or sealed) by a 
stone (v. 38b). Though Jesus was deeply 
moved by the grief of the two sisters, 
Martha and Mary, who wished Jesus had 
been there earlier (cf. vv. 21, 32), Jesus was 
nonetheless clear concerning the purpose 
of His deliberate delay. He had previously 
plainly said unto His disciples, “I am glad 
for your sakes that I was not there, to the 
intent ye may believe” (v. 15). Now, Jesus 
had earlier predicted about His Passion and 
subsequent resurrection, but His disciples 
“understood not this saying, and … 
perceived it not” (Luke 9:22, 45). Knowing 
that “the hour” (of His atoning death) was 
approaching, He wanted to drive home to 
His disciples (including the two sisters) this 
divine truth: “I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live” (v. 25).

Upon coming to the grave, Jesus said 
something that was mind-boggling to 
most people: “Take ye away the stone” (v. 
39a)! Up to this point when Jesus issued the 
command to take away the stone, nobody 
in the crowd could have imagined what 
He was about to do – that is to resurrect 
Lazarus from the dead. But before He 
would do that, He requested for one thing 
to be done: “Take ye away the stone”. The 
Jews were about to witness a spectacular 
miracle. The raising up of a dead body 
after four days was an unprecedented 
and unequalled phenomenon. No doubt 
this miracle would build up the believers’ 
faith in Jesus Christ as the Messiah, and 
certainly even cause some unbelievers 
to believe (cf. v. 45). But first, the Jewish 
believers had to get over certain obstacles 
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(seen and unseen) in carrying out Jesus’ 
incredible and, humanly speaking, 
almost irrational command.

Heart-Troubling 
Obstacles

In the context of this passage, the thing 
that needed to be removed was a stone – 
a cold, hard stone that had been deployed 
to seal the cave-tomb. Certainly, this 
stone was the most visible obstruction 
that would hinder Lazarus, if he were 
to come out of his grave. But there was 
another hindrance, namely Martha’s heart 
of rationalism and disbelief, as revealed by 
her reply: “Lord, by this time he stinketh: 
for he hath been dead four days” (v. 39b). 
Figuratively speaking, there was a “stone” 
in the heart of Martha that caused her to 
doubt whatever intentions Jesus had for 
Lazarus. This so-called unseen “stone” was 
as obstructive as the physical stone that 
blocked the cave’s entrance. Her reply tells 
us that she considered Jesus’ command 
futile; to remove the stone would just be a 
waste of time and effort, which no doubt 
must have been the silent sentiment of the 
other believers as well.

It seemed that she doubted Jesus’ 
earlier words to her: “Thy brother shall rise 
again” (v. 23). Can we really blame Martha 
for doubting? Will we not have done the 
same in such a perplexing situation? 
Knowing that Lazarus has been buried 
for four days, it would seem that Jesus was 
playing a cruel joke on His followers by 
asking them to open the sealed tomb. In 
those days, chemical embalming of a dead 
body was not yet practised in Palestine. 
As such, the decomposition process would 

have started soon after a corpse was buried. 
The arid conditions of the Judaean desert 
made sure of that. Thus, human logic will 
tell us that Lazarus’ remains had already 
decomposed beyond recognition after four 
days. Another thing to consider was the 
stinking smell that would inevitably be 
emitted if they were to open the tomb.

Such were the obstacles that cast 
much doubt in Martha’s troubled heart. It 
was as if Martha was saying, “Lord, it’s too 
late now, nothing can be done anymore. 
My brother’s body is already corrupted, 
his bones dried up, and even if he can 
be raised up, it will be a horrific sight to 
see!” The case of her brother was hopeless. 
According to her own logic and human 
wisdom, the odds of her brother coming 
back to life were too insurmountable. 
Ironically, her heart found it difficult to 
fully trust what her head had initially 
caused her to confess to Jesus: “But I know, 
that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 
God, God will give it thee” (v. 22). Her 
subtle language of unbelief and distrust 
in her ongoing conversation with Christ 
betrayed her sense of incredulity at Jesus’ 
straightforward command and (inherent 
in it) His divine power over death.

Doubt-Dispelling Divine 
Assurance

In her moment of weakness and 
confusion, Martha failed to see beyond her 
brother’s grave. She leaned unto her own 
understanding and failed to trust in the 
LORD with all her heart (cf. Proverbs 3:5). 
She would do well to have remembered 
the words of the Old Testament prophet 
Isaiah: “For my thoughts are not your 
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thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the LORD. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9). Yes, 
doubt and faithlessness can assail all 
Christians alike, whether we are young or 
old in age, new or experienced in the faith. 
But thank God, our Lord is a tender and 
compassionate Saviour, being ever ready 
to teach and assure even the weak in faith 
among His followers through His gentle 
rebuke, just as He did to Martha. “Jesus 
saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if 
thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see 
the glory of God?” (v. 40).

In this gentle rebuke is also a divine 
assurance, that is, to believe is to see the 
glory of God. Herein Jesus issued the 
correct perspective and principle of faith 
– believe first, then you will see! That is 
why the apostle Paul wrote: “That your 
faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God … But 
as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: 
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God” (1 Corinthians 2:5, 
9-10). As spiritual things are spiritually 
discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14), may “we 
walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 
5:7). So when life’s circumstances threaten 
to dim our faith, we must focus our eyes 
only unto Jesus, who is not only “the 
author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 
12:2), but is also “the resurrection, and the 
life” (cf. John 11:25)!

Faith-Awakening 
Preview of Prevailing 
over Death’s Power

Praise God that Martha did not give in to 
her doubts. We did not see her continue 
protesting against the removal of the stone 
nor stand in the way of the men carrying 
out Jesus’ command. She realised Jesus was 
confronting her lack of faith and submitted 
to His rebuke-cum-assurance. She relented 
and trusted the Lord to do His miraculous 
work. And thus “they took away the stone 
from the place where the dead (Lazarus) 
was laid” (v. 41a). When He had prayed 
unto the Father, Jesus “cried with a loud 
voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that 
was dead came forth, bound hand and 
foot with graveclothes: and his face was 
bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith 
unto them, Loose him, and let him go” 
(vv. 43b-44). Oh, what joyful emotion 
must have welled up in the hearts of the 
two sisters and their Jewish well-wishers! 
And it is not surprising to read that “many 
of the Jews which … had seen the things 
which Jesus did, believed on him” (v. 45).

In raising up Lazarus from the grave, 
Jesus demonstrated His power over death. 
Lazarus’ resurrection also served as a 
preview of the triumph of “the firstborn 
from the dead” (Colossians 1:18b), i.e. 
Christ’s own resurrection from the grave! 
It was a foretaste of the greatest triumph 
the Son of man was about to accomplish 
for mankind, namely triumph over “the 
last enemy” (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:26), 
even death! His ultimate “hour” (cf. John 
17:1) would soon come when Christ, the 
sinless Sin-bearer for mankind, would be 
“delivered by the determinate counsel and 
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foreknowledge of God … (to be) taken, 
and by wicked hands … (to be) crucified 
and slain” (Acts 2:23). We know God 
accepted His atoning death as the ransom 
that would satisfy God’s law and justice, 
when we read of Him being “raised up, 
having loosed the pains of death: because 
it was not possible that he should be 
holden of it” (Acts 2:24).

Thus, “through death (Christ) might 
destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and deliver them (the elect 
children of God) who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage” 
(Hebrews 2:14b-15). We no longer need to 
be enslaved by the fear of death, for Christ’s 
resurrection showed He had prevailed over 
death’s power. Hence, as God’s children, 
we can triumphantly declare with the 
apostle Paul, “O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the 
law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 15:55-57)!

Conclusion
Christ’s triumph over death is 

essentially a triumph over sin – which paved 
the way for our blessed hope. One day, we 
who are saved will also be resurrected in 
Christ, for “the dead (in Christ) shall be 
raised incorruptible” and “this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians 
15:52b-53). And “we shall see (Christ) as 
he is” in His eternal glory, being like Him 
in His resurrected form (cf. 1 John 3:2)!

Dear reader, is this blessed hope also 
yours? Be like Martha and Mary, and 
their believing friends. Do not be like the 
unbelieving Jews. Unless you truly believe 
in Christ and His Gospel, you will never 
be able to see this blessed hope and glorious 
promise realised in your life. Remember 
Jesus’ assuring words: “if thou wouldest 
believe, thou shouldest see the glory of 
God” (John 11:40b). Amen.
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Gethsemane B-P Church
Building Project
“Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for God loveth a cheerful giver.”

(2 Corinthians 9:7)

Cheque may be made payable to “Gethsemane B-P Church”.
(Please indicate “Building Fund” on the reverse of the cheque and 
send your love-gift to Gethsemane B-P Church, 510 Geylang Road, 

#02-06, Singapore 389466.)

YOUR PRAYERS AND 

GENEROUS SUPPORT 

ARE MOST NEEDFUL AND 

GREATLY APPRECIATED.
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Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

The “Prince of Preachers” - Part 2
(Retold from “Spurgeon – Prince of Preachers” by Lewis Drummond, published by Kregel Publications; 
“Trial and Triumph: Stories from Church History” by Richard M. Hannula, published by Canon Press; 
“The Suffering Letters of C. H. Spurgeon” by Hannah Wyncall, published by Wakeman Trust, London; 

“The Forgotten Spurgeon” by Iain H. Murray, published by The Banner of Truth Trust.)

Retold by Jenny Lok Illustrated by Andronicus Koshy

When Charles Spurgeon reached 14 years of age, his father John 
sent him and his brother, James Archer, to the St. Augustine’s 
Agricultural College at Maidstone, south-east of London. His 
uncle, David Walker, was both tutor and headmaster of the school. 
Spurgeon progressed steadily in his studies at Maidstone and 
even received awards for proficiency in religious knowledge, 
mathematics, languages, and the applied sciences. One year later, 
in August 1849, both Spurgeon and his brother went on to a school 
in Newmarket Cambridgeshire 
(where he himself would 
later become a teacher). 

 It was during his 
school days at Newmarket 
that Spurgeon learned 
much of his theology 
from an old cook named 
Mary King, whose grasp of 
theology came from “The 
Gospel Standard” which 
she read regularly. Young 
Spurgeon grew to love 
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and respect her for her sound knowledge of the Scriptures. In 
his own words: “I do believe that I learnt more from her than I 
should have learned from any six doctors of divinity of the sort 
we have nowadays.” Besides the good old Mary King, his godly 
grandparents and affectionate Aunt Ann, Spurgeon’s parents, 
John and Eliza, were equally concerned for his soul. Spurgeon 
recalled how his anxious mother went on bended knees on one 
occasion and prayed unto God, “Oh, that my son might live before 
thee!” His father John, then the pastor of the church at Tolesbury 
(located in the Essex coast), would bring young Spurgeon along 
with him during his preaching engagements. Listening to his 
father’s sermons on Sundays greatly lifted Spurgeon’s spirits.

 Despite the tender spiritual care that Spurgeon enjoyed as a 
young boy, and the many Puritan books that he had read, all that 
he felt was only a great sense of guilt for his sins but strangely, no 
peace. In short, like Bunyan’s “Christian”, the burden of sin was 
heavy on his back. Spurgeon felt so helpless that he tried going to 
many churches in Colchester, where he lived, to find the answer 
to the way of salvation. Sadly, that still failed to help him know how 
he could seek forgiveness in Jesus Christ. Not wanting to trouble 
his parents with his misery, 
he kept quiet about his 
spiritual struggle. 
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 All that changed on a snowy Sunday morning in January 
1850 at the Primitive Methodist Chapel on Artillery Street. There 
were about 15 people in the congregation. With a heart that was 
laden with misery, Spurgeon did not even lift his head to see who 
the preacher was – “a very thin man, an unschooled tradesman” 
actually. The text that he read was taken from Isaiah 45:22: “Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, 
and there is none else.” The “plain, unlettered, lay preacher” went 
on to say, “My dear friends, many of ye are lookin’ to yourselves, 
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but it’s no use lookin’ there. You’ll never find any comfort in 
yourselves.” Turning to Spurgeon, he continued, “Young man, 
you look very miserable and you will be miserable – miserable in 
life and in death if you don’t obey my text; but if you obey now, 
this moment, you will be saved.” Then, raising his hands and 
in a booming voice, he went on, “… look to Jesus Christ. Look! 
Look! Look! You have nothin’ to do but to look and live.” At that 
moment, it dawned on Spurgeon that he needed only to look to 
Christ, whose precious blood is able to save him from his sins. Joy 
and peace flooded his soul, and he readily echoed the lyrics in the 
hymn “There is a Fountain”:

“E’er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,

Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.” (4th stanza)

 What a special and delightful day for 15-year-old Spurgeon! 
When the light of God’s Word shone right into his heart, there 
was nothing he wanted more than to cling to the cross of Christ 
forever! Not long after, Spurgeon joined a local independent 
church in early April at Newmarket and was duly baptised on 
3rd of May. Apart from his studies in school, he was also active in 
serving the Lord by spending time with the needy and the sick 
in his church. Spurgeon rightly acknowledged that “There is no 
time for serving the Lord like the earliest days of youth.”

 On 17 June 1850, Spurgeon left Newmarket school, after 
which he spent a short time with his grandparents in Stambourne. 
Later in August that year, he entered Cambridge as a teacher at 
the Colchester school set up by his former school teacher, Mr E. S. 
Leeding. Besides teaching, he had the privilege of continuing his 
education under senior professors. Two months later, he officially 
joined the St. Andrew’s Street Baptist Church in Cambridge. 
Subsequently, he taught at the St. Andrew’s Street Sunday School 
and was diligent in reaching out to the parents of his young 
charges with the Gospel. Deep within him, he had a great desire to 
preach God’s Word. This was clearly expressed in his letter to his 
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father: “How I long for the time when it may please God to make 
me, like you, my father, a successful preacher of the Gospel. Oh 
that I might see one sinner constrained to come to Jesus!”

 Unexpectedly, on a Sunday afternoon, Spurgeon was given 
his first opportunity to preach to a small congregation in a village at 
Teversham. Mr Vinter, the director of a lay preacher ministry, had 
arranged this without his knowledge. Though greatly surprised 
and somewhat fearful, he plucked up the courage to preach to 
them on the topic: “Unto you that believe He is precious”, based 
on 1 Peter 2:7. Spurgeon was well received, and soon he entered 
into a daily routine of working at the St. Andrew’s School till 
5pm, followed by a time of preaching to the village congregation. 
Despite his busyness, he never failed to pray and read the Bible 
before he began his day of work for the Lord.

 The following year, in mid-October, Spurgeon was invited to 
be a preacher at Waterbeach, which was about 6 miles north of 
Cambridge. The congregation at this “small Baptist chapel” loved 
his preaching so much that they wanted him to be their pastor. A 
deacon in the church, when asked about Spurgeon’s preaching, 
commented that he preached “like a man a hundred years in 
experience”. At that time, Spurgeon was a mere 17-year-old lad. Since 
then, not only did Spurgeon preach on Sundays at Waterbeach, he 
also ministered to other congregations on weekdays. 

 One might ask: “How did he manage to preach in the 
evenings after a hectic day at the school?” His secret was this: 
“My quiet meditation during the walk (to the churches) helped to 
digest what I had read … I thought my reading over again while on 
my legs, and thus worked into my soul; and I can bear testimony 
that I never learned so much, or learned it so thoroughly, as when 
I used to tell out, simply and earnestly, what I had at first received 
into my own mind and heart.”

(To be continued...)
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Bible Trivia - Exodus 36 & 38

The construction of the Tabernacle was to be carried out according to all that the LORD had commanded 
Moses. Read the following passages from the Bible which record how and what the children of Israel offered 
unto the LORD, and then fill in each blank in the texts below with a suitable word.

Sarah Yong

Exodus 36:1-7

Part A: How should we 
bring our offering?

Part B: What are we 
to offer to God?

Exodus 38:21-31

The children of Israel brought f_____ 
offerings every morning for the 
work of the sanctuary. B_________, 
Aholiab, and every w______ 
hearted man received of Moses all 
the offering. The people brought 
much more than enough for the 
s__________ of the work, that Moses 
had to command the people to 
restrain from giving further, because 
the stuff they had was already 
s_____________ for all the work.

1. Every man shall give as he is 
_______ , according to the blessing 
of the LORD” (Deuteronomy 16:17).  

2. We must have “________ hands, 
and a _______ heart” (Psalm 24:4).  

3. It should not be done “__________ 
men, to be seen of them” (Matthew 
6:1).  

4. “Every man according as he 
p________ in his heart, so let him 
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for God loveth a _________ giver” 
(2 Corinthians 9:7). 

1. “a __________ offering … which 
thou hast promised with thy mouth” 
(Deuteronomy 23:23).  

2. “Give unto the LORD the ________ 
due unto his name: bring an 
offering, and come before him: 
_________ the LORD in the beauty 
of holiness” (1 Chronicles 16:29).  

3. “Offer unto God _______________” 
(Psalm 50:14). 

4. “Bring ye all the ___________ into 
the storehouse …” (Malachi 3:10).  

The Levites were to serve in the 
tabernacle of t____________. 
Bezaleel, of the tribe of J________ , 
made all that the LORD commanded 
Moses, with the help of Aholiab, 
of the tribe of D____. The g______ 
offered would be used in all the work 
of the holy place. Other valuable 
metals offered by the people 
included silver and b_______, 
and were used according to the 
instructions received.

Answers to Bible Trivia - Exodus 34 & 35 (Volume 18, issue 1, p. 35)
Answers (Part A): 1) longsuffering, truth, iniquity, covenant, work; 2) worship, molten; 3) testimony, rules, commandments

Answers (Part B): 1) heart, offering, bring; 2) wise, understanding, knowledge




