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Pre-Reformation

Church History Reviewed
Ho Kee How
The study of church history, among other
things, brings to the forefront of our
attention both the troubles and problems
(from without) confronting the church,
as well as the declension and failures
(from within) of the church. Nonetheless,
it also allows us to appreciate God’s
sovereign Hand at work. Throughout
church history, from the birth of the
infant church in Jerusalem in the 1st
century down through the ages to
the period immediately preceding the
Reformation, we see (with hindsight)
God’s providential, protective and
preserving Hand on His Book, the Bible.
Though many believers’ lives were
lost and had not been miraculously
preserved down through the church age
(for many were martyred for their faith),
God’s Book has endured the flames of
men’s hatred and the schemes of men’s
subversion; it has, throughout church
history, been indestructible! And no
wonder, for God has said that He has
magnified His Word above all His name
(cf. Psalm 138:2b). Indeed, “The words
of the LORD are pure words: as silver
tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven
times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD,
thou shalt preserve them from this
generation for ever” (Psalm 12:6-7).

Truth Hidden
Satan, our adversary, knew that the Bible
is central to the Christian faith and was
bent on annihilating God’s Book and
keeping the light of its truths away from
the church. Not surprisingly, the so-called
“Dark Ages” of Christianity coincided
with the suppression of God’s Word from
His people. This was particularly due to
the rise of the Roman church in the 6th
century, in large part brought about by
political developments of the times. With
increasing power vested in the bishop of
Rome, the misuse of power resulting
from the misplaced authority of church
over the Bible was an inevitable scenario
waiting to happen. In the absence of the
light of truth from God’s Word because
of the Bible being hid from the common
people by the church clergy, souls of
millions were at stake. Understanding
this part of church history should deepen
our appreciation of the Bible, and help us
to be mindful of the enemy’s relentless
attacks on God’s Word.
The light of the Gospel of Christ was
all but “snuffed out” then, creating a
spiritual vacuum. With such a backdrop,
many false doctrines and erroneous
teachings were spawned and blindly
BIBLE WITNESS 3
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accepted. For instance, the Catholic
church taught sacramental salvation –
that performing the seven sacraments
of
Romanism
(namely
baptism,
confirmation,
Eucharist,
penance,
confession, holy matrimony and extreme
unction) are said to contribute to one’s
salvation. What a heavy yoke on poor
precious souls and an affront to God’s
free offer of grace! Mary-worship
was advocated, with the underlying
belief that she had been immaculately
conceived and was without sin all her
life. But Scripture tells us that there is
only “one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy
2:5b). Purgatory, an intermediate state
where souls are supposedly being purged
of their remaining sins before finally
entering heaven, was propagated. This is
in blatant denial of the finality of death
and certainty of judgment, as revealed in
Hebrews 9:27 – “And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment”. Other erroneous practices
were instituted, including Eucharist
or
(Mass),
auricular
confession,
selling of indulgences, and the list
goes shamefully on!
Over time, the Roman bishop (also
given the title “pope”) even asserted
his sovereignty over the political states
in Europe, giving rise to the situation
whereby “power corrupts, and absolute
power corrupts absolutely”. In fact, at
the height of the papacy’s rule over
Europe in the 12th and 13th centuries,
even kings and monarchs were under
the pope’s control, as they feared being
4 BIBLE WITNESS

excommunicated and thereby losing
their “salvation”. There was no separation
of church from the state; instead, this
unabashed mixing of religion and politics
was in direct contravention of the biblical
injunction in 1 Peter 2:13, 14 – “Submit
yourselves to every ordinance of man
for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the
king, as supreme; or unto governors, as
unto them that are sent by him for the
punishment of evildoers, and for the
praise of them that do well.”
To add insult to injury, the Roman
Catholic leaders at that time dealt
harshly with people who opposed church
teachings by putting them in prison,
torturing them to death, or having their
properties confiscated. The study of
church history should steel our resolve
never to return to nor yearn for Rome
again. Do not “conveniently forget” the
evils spawned by a corrupt, extravagant
papacy; or the sordid stories of nepotism,
simony (buying of position in church),
drunkenness and neglect of the flock
by the priests; or the laity’s spiritual
declension brought on by the wilful,
deliberate suppression of God’s Word
from God’s people (even to the extent
of making the Bible a forbidden book).
Surely, no believer in his right mind
would wish those who had been liberated
from the chains of papal dominance to
be in bondage again. We would avoid
any ecumenical cooperation / venture
with the Roman Catholic Church like
the plague! Indeed, when truth (from
God’s Word) was hidden, grim was
the picture of the church scene, which
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was reminiscent of what Isaiah painted
of Judah in her apostasy: “judgment
is turned away backward, and justice
standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in
the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea,
truth faileth …” (Isaiah 59:14-15a)!

Truth “Rekindled”
Encouragingly, throughout history,
God has always preserved for Himself a
faithful remnant, as Scripture intimates:
“Yet I (the LORD) have left me seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees which
have not bowed unto Baal” (1 Kings
19:18a). Thank God for the courageous
stand and endeavours of lay reforming
groups, which arose as an external revolt
against the ecclesiastical declension of
their times. Two such notable groups in
the (late) 12th and (early) 13th centuries
were the Abigenses and the Waldenses.
These two special groups of believers
respectively refused to be intimidated by
papal threats and dared to oppose the
Roman church in their stand for the truth
of God’s Word. They rightfully believed
that Scripture ought to constitute the
supreme and final authority in faith and
practice, and so the common people
should have access to the Bible in their
own vernacular. Though their efforts
could not completely overhaul the old
(Romish church) system, the momentum
for reform had been set in motion …
By God’s providential enabling, two
sterling, reform-minded individuals
soon made news for similar reasons.
John Wycliffe of England (in the 14th

John Wycliffe (1330-1384)
Translated the Latin Vulgate into English

century) preached against the deceptions
of the pope / priests, being the first to
call the pope “Antichrist”. His greatest
contribution to church history was an
English translation of the Latin Vulgate,
giving to God’s people the first English
Bible, and thereby enabling the Scriptures
to be available not just to an elite, educated
few but to the common people for their
personal spiritual growth. No wonder
he is known as the “morning star of the
Reformation”. John Huss of Bohemia
(in the 15th century) similarly protested
against the Romish errors, which caused
him to be excommunicated, exiled and
eventually executed. As providence
would have it, his inspirational example /
martyrdom had the effect of galvanising
a whole nation (Bohemia) against the
tyrannical Roman church. Of note were
his prophetic last words at the burning
stake (in 1415), which would reverberate
BIBLE WITNESS 5
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for knowledge were aroused, which
sought to be satiated through academic
pursuits. This led to the rapid rise of the
universities, with particular emphasis on
going back to original works / sources,
which in turn promoted the study of the
Scriptures in the original languages.

Jan Hus (John Huss) of Bohemia (1369-1415)

throughout church history: “In 100 years,
God will raise up a man whose calls for
reform cannot be suppressed.” Slightly
over a century later, God raised Martin
Luther! Truly, in commemorating the
Reformation breakthrough of 1517,
we must not forget these “forerunners
of the Reformation”.

Truth Will Out!
“You may fool some people some of the
time, but you can’t fool all people all
of the time”, as the saying goes. One
irrepressible lesson drawn from church
history is this: you can’t lock up truth
forever. Truth will out! The Renaissance,
which began in late 14th century and
pervaded throughout Europe in the 15th
century, ushered in “a rebirth of learning”
in Europe, whereby man’s increased
knowledge of science, geography and the
universe created an intellectual outlook
critical of church traditions steeped
in superstition / mysticism. People’s
natural curiosity for truth and quest
6 BIBLE WITNESS

Even the church got on the “universitybandwagon”. One main reason was for
the need of the clergy to study grammar,
rhetoric and logic in order to be trained
in public speaking. Universities served
the Catholic church’s interest by
preparing men for service in the church,
rather than for industry. As medieval
universities were organised along four
faculties, namely arts, theology, law and
medicine, students got to read the Bible
when studying theology, among other
subjects. At least, this was ironically
one positive contribution of the Roman
Catholic Church – for we know that out
of these universities came forth several
prominent Catholic monks / prieststurned theologians (like Martin Luther,
Ulrich Zwingli and John Calvin)!
One more piece of the puzzle: the
invention of the printing press by Johann
Gutenburg in the 1450’s, which ended
centuries of laborious scribal copying
of God’s Holy Word. It made possible
the efficient / accurate dissemination,
and mass circulation of information
and knowledge, as well as the largescale production of texts, including (and
particularly) the Bible; otherwise, the
16th century Reformation would not
have succeeded. It is no accident that
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this, arguably the greatest invention of all
time, happened just about half a century
before the Reformation, undeniably by
the providential Hand of God working
throughout church history. Truly, we
can’t help but be awe-struck by the
providential timing of the Renaissance,
the rise of the universities and the
invention of the printing press – all
external forces / factors that eventually
broke the dominance of papacy,
fuelling a movement that would break
forth as the Protestant Reformation.
It is invaluable in helping us see the
power and glory of God.

Conclusion
The 16th century Reformation was not an
overnight phenomenon. The nailing of the
95 theses on the door of the Wittenberg
church by Martin Luther (on October
31, 1517) may be the defining moment;
but factors, forces and movements were
already prior at play to pave the way for
that Reformation, which is essentially
all about giving the Bible (for centuries
a forbidden book) back to God’s people.
God’s people need to be sanctified by
God’s truth; God’s Word is truth (John
17:17) – “If ye continue in my word, … ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (John 8:31-32)!

Bible Witness
Web Radio
We praise God for helping us
to proclaim His truths on the
Internet for the past 12 years.
As Bible Witness Media Ministry
is relocating our studio to new
premises and upgrading our
broadcast software, we will be
disrupting our regular broadcast
schedule. We apologise for any
inconvenience caused. You may
still tune in to BWWR at https://
biblewitness.com/webradio/ to
listen to godly Christian music.
God willing, we will have a new
broadcast schedule before 2019.
Please continue to pray for the
BWWR ministry as we endeavour
to improve our broadcast.

BIBLE WITNESS 7
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Martin Luther

& the German Reformation
Prabhudas Koshy
Celebrated on the last Sunday in October,
Reformation Sunday commemorates the
16th century Protestant Reformation,
as well as Martin Luther’s nailing of
his 95 Theses to the door of Castle
Church in Wittenberg, Germany, on
October 31, 1517. Year after year, we
of the Protestant Christian fold make a
point to remember to praise God for the
Reformation and the Reformers.

into mining, and rose from poverty to
a position of prosperity and respect,
though he never became wealthy. In
1501, Luther entered the University of
Erfurt, receiving the degree of Bachelor
of Arts in 1502 and becoming a Master
of Arts holder three years later. Having
finished his studies in the Arts faculty,
Luther began to study law but his legal
studies were never completed.

One of the most significant individuals
that God raised to spread the flame of
Reformation across the world was Martin
Luther. Even he himself would not have
imagined the great impact he was going
to make when he protested against the
Roman Catholic Church’s distortion of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Little did he
know that the nailing of his 95 Theses
to the church door against the Catholic
teachings and practices would ultimately
lead to the Protestant Reformation
that transformed Europe.

Instead, he subsequently became
an Augustinian monk in the Roman
Catholic Church (a decision made in
the wake of a traumatic experience in a
great thunderstorm, no doubt by God’s
providence). His study of Scripture soon
led him to question the pope’s efforts to
sell salvation. He was greatly convicted
that salvation is the free gift of God’s
grace. He also vehemently opposed
the Catholic Church’s insistence on
the authority of the church’s tradition
as being equal to that of Scripture. He
advocated the Bible, and not the church’s
tradition, as being the final authority in
all matters of faith and practice.

Luther’s Confrontation by
the Scriptures
Luther was born on the 10th of November
1483 in Eisleben, Germany. He came
from a peasant family that had ventured
8 BIBLE WITNESS

While studying Paul’s Epistle to the
Romans, a correct understanding of the
Gospel got hold of Luther when he was
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reading Romans 1:17 – “For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from faith
to faith: as it is written, The just shall live
by faith.” From this Scripture portion and
the rest of Romans, Luther understood
that there is a righteousness that God in
His grace has made available in Christ
to those who would receive it by faith,
not to those who attempt to achieve it by
their own works. When a person receives
by faith the righteousness made available
through Christ, he is reconciled to a
holy and righteous God. In applying this
truth, Luther said, “When I discovered
that, I was born again of the Holy Ghost.
And the doors of paradise swung open,
and I walked through.”
The doctrine that it is by faith, and
not works, that we are found righteous
in the sight of God is Luther’s major
contribution to the Protestant theology.
In a nutshell, we are not saved by
our own righteousness, but Christ’s
righteousness imputed on us when we
trust in Him. Luther called it a “justitia
alienum”, i.e. an alien righteousness; it is
a righteousness that belongs properly to

Somebody else, namely the righteousness
of Christ. It is a righteousness that is
“extra nos”, i.e. outside of us. This is
the doctrine of “justification by faith”,
the central doctrine of the Reformation
which, among other things, had been
instrumental in Luther experiencing
a personal “reformation”, before God
used him as the “instrument” of the
Reformation in Germany.

Luther’s Confrontation with
Distorted Church Doctrines
This great truth of our salvation by
faith in Christ, though declared clearly
in the Bible and in the writings of the
early church fathers, had been largely
neglected by the Roman Catholic
Church. The medieval bishops and
priests proclaimed a different gospel that
speaks of a righteousness attained by
one’s meticulous practice of the church’s
various rituals. But the truth is that no
man’s good works can ever merit God’s
favour unto salvation. Salvation is by
grace alone, through faith alone. Our
good works only result from the salvation

As it is written,
The just shall live by faith.
Romans 1:17

BIBLE WITNESS 9

REFORMATION - GIVING GOD’S WORD BACK TO GOD’S PEOPLE

that we receive by faith. As the apostle
Paul declares in Ephesians 2:8-10, “For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should
boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.”
The more Luther studied the Bible,
the more it made him critical of certain
practices in the church, including the
sale of indulgences. Indulgences had
been abused to become a device for
replenishing the coffers of the church.
Many persons objected to indulgences
because of the corruption connected
with them. But Luther’s protest against
indulgences went deeper. The doctrine
of indulgences went against the biblical
teaching on true Christian repentance.
It gave a false sense of security and
encouraged the belief that one’s sins were
all forgiven for a mere sum of money.
So, on October 31, 1517, Luther
nailed to the door of the Castle Church
in Wittenberg his 95 Theses, criticising
the abuses of the indulgence system
and challenged all comers to a debate.
As a note of interest, Luther surmised
in Thesis #82: “If the Pope can redeem
souls from purgatory, why does he not
do so simply out of love, rather than for
money? Rich as he is, why does he not
build St. Peter’s with his own money,
rather than with that of poor believers?”
Luther’s 95 theses spread rapidly among
the people in and out of Germany, even
10 BIBLE WITNESS

all the way to Rome. This was in large
part due to Johann Gutenberg’s invention
(in the mid-15th century) of the printing
press, a timely tool that helped propel the
cause of the Reformation.
Though the pope ordered Luther
to recant his 95 Theses, Luther refused
and said he could not go against his
conscience. Finally, in 1521, Luther was
summoned to the Diet of Worms, where
he was pressured to recant fundamental
Christian truths which he had written.
To which he famously replied: “Unless I
am refuted and convicted by testimonies
of the Scriptures or by clear arguments
(since I believe neither the Pope nor
the councils alone; it being evident that
they have often erred and contradicted
themselves), I am conquered by the
Holy Scriptures quoted by me, and
my conscience is bound captive to the
Word of God: I cannot and will not
recant anything, since it is unsafe and
dangerous to do anything against the
conscience. Here I stand, I can do no
other, so God help me!”

Luther’s Legacy
The nailing of the 95 Theses to the
door of the Wittenberg Castle Church
was the symbolic blow that began the
Reformation. But Luther himself saw
the Reformation as something far
more important than a revolt against
ecclesiastical abuses. He believed it was a
fight for the Gospel, which is the free offer
of salvation in Christ by grace through
faith. Luther later wrote that he would
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have yielded every point of dispute to the
Pope, if only the Pope had affirmed the
Gospel. And at the heart of the Gospel,
in Luther’s conviction, was the doctrine
of justification by faith – the teaching that
Christ’s own righteousness is imputed to
those who believe, and on that ground
alone, they are accepted by God.
Martin Luther’s rediscovery of
“justification by faith” revived and
empowered the church once again to be
an effective witness of Jesus Christ to
the world. The main points of Luther’s
theological system, sola fide (faith
alone), sola scriptura (Scripture alone),
became the central doctrines of the
Reformation, which made it necessary
for their adherents to break away from
the Catholic doctrines and traditions.
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with
darkness? … Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord” (2 Corinthians 6:14,
17a). The active protest of Luther and
other Reformers inevitably resulted in
genuine believers separating themselves
from the Roman Catholic Church and
forming new congregations outside the
ecclesiastical control of Rome. Thus,
various Protestant churches started to
emerge in various places in obedience
to the Scriptural exhortation. One such
breakaway group (close followers of
Luther) in Germany became a movement
known as Lutheranism (coined after
their pioneer leader), which over time

extended its influence particularly over
Scandinavian countries: Denmark,
Norway, Iceland, Sweden, and Finland.
That is not all to Luther’s contributions
to the reformation of the church. He
furthermore translated the Bible into
German in order to put the Word of God
in the hands of all his native people who
did not know the original languages of
the Bible. Though the Catholic church
has translated the Bible into Latin, most
people could not understand it, for it
is a language accessible only to a small
elite group of the better-educated. As
the general populace was uneducated
in Latin, the Bible literally became a
“closed” book! Moreover, Rome had
forbidden the people from having the
Bible in their vernacular language.
This rendered the lay people reliant on
the clergy for so-called access to God’s
truths, which the clergy neglected
to teach or, worse still, distorted and
erroneously taught. This, in effect,
resulted in the Catholic church wielding
enormous and undue power over the
lives of the people, who were practically
brought under its grip. But that was all to
change with Luther’s translation of the
Bible into German, which gave people
access to the precious pages of the Bible,
and also influenced other Reformers to
translate the Bible into other European
languages and eventually into languages
of many other nations and tribes. Our
English Bible, the King James Version,
first published in 1611, was a blessed
outcome of the Protestant Reformation
of the 16th century.
BIBLE WITNESS 11
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Conclusion
Indeed, Luther’s legacy is far-reaching. As Earle Cairns (a renowned author on
church history) aptly put it, “The authority of the Bible, which the Lutheran leaders
translated into the vernacular of their countries and justification by faith became the
watchwords of those lands in the sixteenth century. Luther did an even greater work
than he could have ever imagined when he first opposed … indulgences”, and nailed
his 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg in 1517. The rest, as they say, is
(Reformation) history!
As we thank God for Luther and the Protestant Reformers, let us also dedicate
ourselves to learn the Word diligently and preach it with clarity. There are many areas
of our lives and ministry that need biblical reformation. May the Spirit of God awaken
us unto the truths of His Word, that we may be renewed and reformed to impact our
churches, society and the world for His glory.
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John Calvin

& the Swiss Reformation
Richard Tiu
The poet Henry Longfellow had aptly
said, “Lives of great men all remind
us we can make our lives sublime, and
departing leave behind us footprints in
the sands of time.” John Calvin, a secondgeneration Reformer and a theologian par
excellence, was certainly one such man.
Undeniably, there were many factors
that went into making Calvin such an
outstanding Reformer, whose endearing
and enduring influence has been felt
down through the church age since the
16th century. But one defining moment
had to be that courageous moment
on Easter Sunday in 1538, when he
unflinchingly refused to serve the Lord’s
Supper. However, that’s getting ahead of
our story – a little more on that later…

Calvin’s Formative and
‘Fugitive’ Years
John Calvin, being about a quarter of a
century younger than Martin Luther,
was widely considered as the leader of the
second-generation Reformers. He was
born on July 10, 1509 in the northern
French town of Picardy to a bishop’s
secretary, who desired to have his son
serve in the Roman church someday.
While training for the priesthood in

Paris, the young Calvin caught the
Reformation spirit that was pervading
at that time and was soundly converted.
However, when his father had a change
of heart and wanted him to enter the legal
profession instead, Calvin obligingly
switched to the study of law, first at the
University of Orleans, and then at the
University of Bourges. He earned his
Bachelor of Laws in 1531, with the title
“Doctor of Laws” later conferred on him
for his brilliance. After finishing law
school, Calvin went on to study Greek
in Bourges. This enabled him to gain a
deeper understanding of the Scriptures,
which further fuelled his evangelistic
fervour, for soon the young Calvin
could be seen preaching the Gospel
from house to house.
Calvin rose to prominence in 1532
with the publication of his first book,
“On Clemency”. In the following year,
he wrote an oration that pleaded for the
Reformation and attacked the abuses
of the old (Romish church) system,
which was delivered by Nicholas Cop,
the rector of the University of Paris.
Both writer (Calvin) and orator (Cop)
would later become fugitives and had
to flee Paris as the Roman priests, who
BIBLE WITNESS 13
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took this as an attack on the Catholic
church, sought for their arrest. Calvin’s
life on the run would take him to many
places like Tours, Angouleme, Poitiers,
and back to Paris (all in France), then
to Strasbourg, Germany, and finally
to Basel, Switzerland, where he met
the great scholar, Erasmus. It was also
in this place where he produced the
first edition of the “Institutes of the
Christian Religion” in 1536.
In the fall of that same year, while
passing through Geneva on his way
back to Basel, Calvin met William
Farel, a strong-headed Reformer on fire
for the establishing of the Reformation
in Geneva. Farel realised he couldn’t
go it alone; he needed someone with
meticulous organising ability and
excellent theological knowledge to
help him. He had heard of Calvin, and
that chanced meeting provided him
the opportunity to appeal to Calvin to
co-labour with him in Geneva for the
Reformation’s sake, to which Calvin
declined, preferring instead a quieter
life of study and writing. However, after
receiving an imprecation from Farel, his
plan of further studies was diverted, and
the course of his life decidedly changed.
He felt obliged to work with Farel in
propelling the Reformation in Geneva.

Calvin’s ‘Defining’ Moment
Right from the start, Calvin knew
it wouldn’t be plain sailing; their
efforts were soon the subject of strong
opposition, especially from a group called
14 BIBLE WITNESS

the Libertines. The people of Geneva
were a frivolous lot, among whom all
sorts of vices abounded. Calvin had
preached uncompromisingly against all
these vices, with the resultant drawing
up of a confession of faith and discipline,
and a catechism being sanctioned by
the City Council of Geneva in end1536. Not surprisingly, liberal infidels
(the Libertines), who were used to an
indulgent life of ease and unrestraint,
rebelled against such moral discipline
and challenged the authorities. When
the Council failed to punish the unruly,
there was only one option for Calvin:
he would rather serve God than man.
After preaching in the Geneva church
on that Easter Sunday in 1538, Calvin
acted according to his sanctified
conscience. By refusing to administer
the sacrament (of the Lord’s Supper), he
in effect “excommunicated” the entire

REFORMATION - GIVING GOD’S WORD BACK TO GOD’S PEOPLE

congregation! There was an uproar, and
Calvin (together with Farel) was given
three days to leave Geneva.
Man’s adversity is God’s opportunity.
“There are many devices in a man’s heart;
nevertheless the counsel of the LORD,
that shall stand” (Proverbs 19:21). The
direct consequence of that unlawful and
undeserved banishment from his Godappointed station was a most spiritually
uplifting sojourning in Strasbourg in
nearby Germany, where he spent “three
of his happiest years” (1538-1541) as a
university lecturer and pastor of a French
refugee congregation.
While in Strasbourg, Calvin was
earnestly invited to labour with Martin
Bucer, a leading Reformer noted for
his sound, biblical approach to church
organisation and government, which
in no small way precipitated his own
formulation of church rule. Appointed
as professor of theology by the Town
Council, he lectured daily from the
Gospel of John and the Epistle to
the Romans. Meanwhile, his French
congregation grew in number, maturity
and spiritual fervour as they yielded to
Calvin’s Protestant model of order and
discipline. Simply put, Calvin had more
success in Strasbourg than in Geneva.
He further trained deacons to assist
him in his pastoral ministry so that
they might care for the poor, in what
would be the precursor of a Presbyterian
system of church government – a truly
Godsend legacy to our faithful BiblePresbyterian churches today!
John Calvin (1509-1564). Image modified from
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Calvin_1562.jpg

Calvin’s ‘Recharged’
Reformation Battle
“The steps of a good man are ordered
by the LORD: and he delighteth in
his way. Though he fall, he shall not
be utterly cast down: for the LORD
upholdeth him with his hand” (Psalm
37:23-24). Doubtless, Calvin’s coming
to Strasbourg was ordained by the
Lord, for besides obtaining favour of the
LORD in finding a wife (cf. Proverbs
18:22) here in 1540, it was also here that
Calvin’s views were further honed as he
gained new experience (civic, academic,
as well as religious). In one sense, it was
God’s way of refreshing His embattled
servant after enduring the nonsense of
the Geneva locals for almost two years
(1536-1538). In another sense, it was also
God’s way of recharging His servant for
a greater work ahead, ironically back at
Geneva. Earlier, the elders of this city
had pleaded with him several times since
his unceremonious banishment to return
to Geneva to alleviate the moral and
civil chaos pervading the city, but Calvin
refused. He had a change of heart only
when Bucer compared him to Jonah and
his flight from God’s calling. Afraid of
facing the consequences as Jonah did,
Calvin finally relented.
The year 1541 saw Calvin returning to
Geneva, but not without much hesitation.
Of course, Calvin was under no illusion
that all was well, but this time he was
more than ready. Providentially (and
pleasantly) for him, the Reforming forces
had in the meantime gained control in
BIBLE WITNESS 15
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Geneva, and Calvin was welcomed there
again. Calvin immediately instituted
reforms in its political and religious order.
He further established the Academy of
Geneva (staffed with ten able professors),
which offered courses on languages,
mathematics, music, and science, with
Calvin himself teaching theology. Over
time, the Academy came to be attended
by 900 regular scholars coming from all
over Europe to learn from Calvin. Among
them was John Knox, who later came to
be known as the ‘Reformer of Scotland’.
In insisting that head knowledge must
come with heart knowledge, as reflected
in its motto, “The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom”, the spiritual
success of the Academy was sealed.
A second Reformation in Geneva
was the result and the rest, as they say, is
history. Indeed, what shall we say, except
that God’s unseen providential Hand
was guiding John Calvin every step of
his arduous way and eventful life. For
“[a] man’s heart deviseth his way: but the
LORD directeth his steps” (Proverbs
16:9). The year 1564 was the closing
chapter of John Calvin’s life. He died
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a few months after preaching his last
sermon in February 1564. Nonetheless,
“he being dead yet speaketh” (Hebrews
11:4b); Calvin’s legacy lives on till this day.

Conclusion
Even to this day, the memory of Calvin
lives on in Bible-believing churches
that have adopted the “Reformed”
faith, which has reference to the system
of theology developed by Calvin
based on the Scriptures. The central
doctrines of Calvin’s theology can be
crystallised under 5 points, widely
known by the acronym “TULIP” (T
– Total Depravity; U – Unconditional
Election; L – Limited Atonement; I –
Irresistible Grace; P – Preservation of
the Saints). An added spiritual benefit
that grew out of this theology is the
system of church government known as
“Presbyterianism”, closely modelled after
Calvin’s organisation of church officebearers and church rule.
Truly, though Calvin had departed
from the scene, his ‘footprints’ had been
indelibly left behind in the ‘sands of time’.

Total Depravity
Unconditional election
Limited Atonement
IrresistIble grace
Preservation of the Saints
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Reformation’s
Rich Spiritual Heritage
Richard Tiu
When Martin Luther challenged
the Roman Church on the matter of
‘indulgences’ in his 95 Theses, he had
no idea that this event would change
the course of world history. The year was
1517, and the impact of the Reformation
movement would soon pervade in the
years to follow. It would affect not
only the religious realm, but also the
political, economic, social and moral
order of modern civilization. Most
church historians agree that next to
the introduction of Christianity, the
Reformation of the sixteenth century
is ‘the greatest event in history’. It gave
impetus to the progress and reformation
of many spheres of society in medieval
Europe, the most significant of which is
the rich spiritual heritage it left behind.
The Reformation was the primary
reason for effecting changes in
doctrine, ministry, hierarchy, and
other areas of church life. Following
are the more significant of the
results of the Reformation.

Doctrinal Reformation
The Reformation restored the biblical
understanding of the way to salvation as

it brought back the real meaning of the
Gospel. Church teachings and practices
changed to conform to the pattern set by
the early New Testament church. The five
cardinal doctrines of the Reformation,
more commonly known as the “5 Solas”,
constituted the foremost reason that
influenced these reforms.

Bible Alone
(Sola Scriptura)
The
Reformers
declared the Bible
to be the only rule of
faith and practice.
They believed that
the Bible is God’s revelation of His
truths in written form to men. They
taught that the Bible is inspired by God
and is authoritative, over and above the
declarations of popes, church traditions
and church councils. It was thus
imperative for the Bible to be translated
into the vernacular tongues of Europe
and to be made a book to be read by the
people, so that the common people could
have access to the Word of God. Indeed,
the production and printing of those
great Reformation Bibles, culminating
in the Authorised King James Version in
BIBLE WITNESS 17
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the English language, also came about
because of this cardinal doctrine.
In fact, the struggle for Reformation
in the church actually began as a battle
for the Bible – a call for the church to
return to the teachings of Scripture.
It stemmed from a holy conviction
and rightful desire to return to the
simplicity and beauty of New Testament
Christianity, which by that time had
all but been hidden into oblivion. The
Reformers sought to put the Bible into
the hands of the common people so that
they could read the Bible for themselves,
and know the truth to understand and
to obey it. Come to think of it, had the
Reformers not ‘protested’ for a return
to the Bible, there would have been no
‘Protestant’ Reformation! Indeed, “Is
there not a cause?” (cf. 1 Samuel 17:29b).
In their quest to translate the Bible into
the common language, many of them
were tortured and killed by being burned
at the stake. But none of these things
moved them, for they counted not their
lives dear unto themselves, so that they
might boldly testify of the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ and the grace of
God (cf. Acts 20:24).

Christ Alone
(Solus Christus)
Salvation is not found in the
church (which is an organisation),
but in the Person of Jesus Christ.
‘Jesus’ means “Saviour”, and
‘Christ’ is the Greek equivalent for
the Hebrew word ‘Messiah’, which
18 BIBLE WITNESS

means “the Anointed One”. Jesus Christ,
by His righteousness in obeying all the
law and by His death as the payment
of ransom that satisfied the demands of
God’s justice, has secured and procured
the redemption of all who are saved by
grace through faith in Christ alone.

Grace Alone (Sola Gratia)
The Reformers believed that
salvation was effected totally
by God’s grace. Man is not
saved by works but by God’s
grace through Christ. No
man deserves salvation; if
any man is saved, he is saved only
because of God’s unconditional grace.

Faith Alone
(Sola Fide)
Consistent with God’s
grace in calling men to
salvation, the Reformers
taught that salvation was appropriated
by faith alone. Good works could not
save; only Christ can save those who
believe in Him. And every person who
trusts in Christ as his Saviour will be
saved, though even that person’s faith
is a gift from God. For “it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should
boast” (Ephesians 2:8b-9).

God’s Glory Alone
(Soli Deo Gloria)
The underlying, foundational conviction
of the Reformers was that God’s glory
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Scripture
Alone

Grace Alone

Sola
Faith Alone

Gratia Solus
Christ
Chris us Alone
Soli Deo Gloria
Glory to God Alone
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should be the ultimate purpose of all
things. The doctrines of God’s sovereignty
in election, predestination and the
efficacious call of sinners unto salvation
were affirmed and firmly upheld, which
left no room for man or church to take
any glory in. “For whom he (God) did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son …
Moreover whom he did predestinate,
them he also called: and whom he called,
them he also justified …” (Rom 8:2930a). Salvation is entirely of the Lord. To
God alone be the glory!

people. Moreover, his own home would
also constitute an integral part of his
ministry, since for the first time there
was such a thing as a pastor’s family,
consisting of a wife and children. The
homes of a pastor’s parishioners would
also fall under his sphere of ministry,
as the pastor would be out visiting and
helping people in his congregation.

Hierarchical Reformation

In terms of ministry, there now emerged a
new personality / role: the pastor-teacher.
Over many centuries, the Catholic church
leaders were the priests, whose ministry’s
central place had been with the altar and
the confessional. The sacramental system
was their system of religious faith.

Another obvious result of the
Reformation was the establishment
and development of national churches,
in the wake of Christianity in general
no longer being under the absolute
rule of the Roman pope. Together
with growing national consciousness
which had facilitated the onset of the
Reformation, this development in turn
strengthened the growth of modern
national states in Europe, with respective
autonomy in government.

With the coming of the Protestant
Reformation, there was, for the first time
since the early church era, a church leader
who was a pastor and a preacher / teacher.
His regular place of ministry was the
study and the pulpit – not the altar and the
confessional. He was, first and foremost,
a student of God’s Word, who was to
“[s]tudy to shew [himself] approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). He taught and
preached as someone who had studied
the Scriptures. He was willing, ready,
and able to set Scripture forth for the

The national Protestant churches
in the early days of the Reformation
were generally divided along two major
traditions: Lutheran and Reformed. The
Lutherans agreed with the Reformed
churches in opposition to Romanism,
but the Reformed churches departed
from Rome by greater theological
distance than the Lutherans. The
Reformed Faith has reference to the
system of theology developed by John
Calvin based on the Scriptures. The
system of church government that
grew out of this theology would be the
precursor of a Presbyterian system of

Ministerial Reformation
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church government. “Presbyterianism”
– referring to a local church body ruled
by elders, who are assisted by deacons –
is a truly Godsend legacy to the BiblePresbyterian churches of our time, insofar
as church administration is concerned.

Moral Reformation
The Reformation also brought about the
revival of morals. Despite war, bloodshed,
and many sad, awful things happening
in the midst of the sixteenth century,
there was nonetheless ‘reformation’ in
the personal lives of people, who did
not merely change their labels and then
went on living in the same way. True
Protestant Christians embraced the
Scriptural injunction: “For the kingdom
of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness …” (Romans 14:17).
Even the Catholics, who had “a form
of godliness, but denying the power
thereof ” (2 Timothy 3:5a), recognised
that the Protestants were able to achieve
something in terms of reform of morals
and great emphasis on personal holiness.
Protestant spirituality, which focused on
a number of important things, like the
Word of God, the Psalter, the celebration
of the Lord’s Day and the Lord’s Supper,
was also manifested in everyday life.

Whether it be with their families in
the living rooms and kitchens, or with
their fellow men out in the fields and
workshops, Christians made a point to
bear good testimony in their lives. So
much so that the sphere of spirituality
became public and known as people lived
for God wherever they were.

Conclusion
Oh, what rich spiritual heritage the 16th
century Reformation has left behind!
No wonder most church historians
agree that it is the single greatest event
in history, next to the introduction
of Christianity. Truly, Europe, being
liberated from the chains of the mystical
superstition, ecclesiastical corruption and
doctrinal declension of the “Dark Ages”
of Christianity, must have experienced
what Isaiah had said of the land of
Zabulon and the land of Nephthalim:
“The people which sat in darkness saw
great light; and to them which sat in
the region and shadow of death light is
sprung up” (Matthew 4:16; cf. Isaiah
9:2)! May we, as the Lord tarries, make a
point to remember to praise God for the
Reformation and the faithful, courageous
Reformers whom God raised “for the
word of God, and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ” (Revelation 1:9b). Amen.

Editor’s note: We regret missing out the credits for the images of the story on Charles Spurgeon in the
previous issue of Bible Witness (Vol. 18 Iss. 4). We have listed them here.
•
•

http://www.baptists.net/history/2013/09/introduction-3/
http://stevecha.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Spurgeon-preaching.jpg
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Why KJV is the Best
English Translation
of the Bible
Ho Kee How
It is instructive to note that Jesus, when
He was tempted in the wilderness by
Satan, declared unequivocally, “…It is
written, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). Now,
how can we obey this injunction to live
by every word of God that “proceedeth
out of the mouth of God” unless we have
all of God’s revealed words (kept intact)
available to us? And as Dr D. A. Waite
in his book, Defending the King James
Bible, puts it: we who speak English
and who may not know the original
languages in which the Holy Scriptures
were first given by inspiration of God,
“how will we know God’s Word unless
He has preserved it … and then we have
it accurately and faithfully translated …
into (in our case) English”? Undeniably,
this intimates God’s preservation
of His inspired words.
Thus, the crucial question, which is
the crux of the matter, is: which English
Bible truly is the very Word of God?
The answer to this question can spell the
22 BIBLE WITNESS

difference between life and death, nay,
between eternal life and eternal death!

Translation from the
Infallible, Inerrant Texts
Hebrews 1:1-2b tell us that “God, who
at sundry times and in divers manners
spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son …” Truly, God has
spoken to His chosen people, the Jews,
through chosen holy men, namely the
prophets (“Thus saith the LORD”)
throughout the Old Testament (“in
time past”). Such progressively given
revelation has been preserved through
writing; hence giving rise to the law,
the prophets, and the psalms (cf. Luke
24:44). We see the culmination of all
these revelations in the incarnation of
Christ “when the fullness of the time was
come” (Galatians 4:4). Together with the
New Testament writings [referring to
the NT books written under inspiration
of God during the course of the first
century, shortly after Jesus’ resurrection
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and ascension (cf. John 16:13-15)], “[w]e
have also a more sure word of prophecy”
(2 Peter 1:19a), namely the Bible, which
is God’s special revelation to us.
The Bible reveals to us the mind of
the infinite, eternal, unchangeable God,
whose “ways [are] past finding out”
(Romans 11:33b). While “[t]he secret
things belong unto the LORD our
God … those things which are revealed
belong unto us and to our children for
ever” (Deuteronomy 29:29). Indeed, in
the Bible is contained all that we need
to know to gain salvation into God’s
kingdom, all the godly principles to live
a victorious Christian life in this sindarkened, trouble-filled world, as well
as all that we need to know to “occupy”
ourselves as we await Christ’s second
coming. All these precious truths – and
more – have been revealed to us through
God’s Word being recorded in the Bible.
Our eternal destiny hangs in the balance,
depending on how we respond to its
sacred contents. Thus, it is imperative
to know which Bible is God’s Word
kept intact in English. God has spoken,
and His words have been recorded in
the original languages, i.e. “the Old
Testament in Hebrew (which was the
native language of God’s people of old),
and the New Testament in Greek (which
at the time of writing, was most generally
known to the nations)” (Westminster
Confession of Faith I:VIII).
These original texts, being “by [God’s]
singular care and providence, kept pure in
all ages”, were used and recognised by the

New Testament churches down through
the ages. As copies of the Scriptures were
carefully made and faithfully transmitted
from church to church and from
generation to generation (being widely
used by the church community), “the
pure Scripture texts were preserved, and
only a small minority (of corrupted text)
would have escaped detection. Thus the
majority text came to be acknowledged
as the accepted text to be received by the
churches … therefore acquir[ing] the
names Textus Receptus, Majority Text and
Traditional Text” (Jeffrey Khoo). These
providentially preserved traditional texts
had been identified and accepted by the
Reformers and the Puritans as the very
Word of God, infallible and inerrant.
They came to be known as the Hebrew
Masoretic Text and the Greek Textus
Receptus, which would be the very texts
underlying the King James Version
(KJV), the latter being commissioned in
1604 and published in 1611. As opposed
to the modern English versions, the
KJV is the only translation of the Bible
that accurately preserves the original
Hebrew / Aramaic and Greek words in
English. This is due to its superiority
not only in the texts underlying it, but
also in its translators, techniques of
translation, and theology.

Godly, Scholarly
Translators
Besides its being translated from the
Hebrew Masoretic Text and the Greek
Textus Receptus, the KJV is superior
in that it was undertaken by faithful,
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scholarly, godly translators – a total of
about fifty of them who worked in six
companies. These men were the best
biblical scholars and linguists of their
day, with exceptional ability in their
various fields of knowledge. One was
conversant in 15 languages; another was
an eminent scholar in Oriental studies;
another an expert in Aramaic who had
Hebrew at his fingertips; yet another
was so distinguished in Greek and
Hebrew that he read through the whole
Old Testament in Hebrew at the age
of 5. Among the rest were a renowned
textualist, several King’s Professors of
Hebrew and of Greek respectively, as
well as a university chief examiner of
Hebrew / Greek professors.
Above all, they were godly men
with a deep reverence for God’s Word.
They were not wont to
criticise God’s Word;
they were men with
a mission, committed
to the awesome task
of providing a good
and faithful English
translation that could
be trusted as the very
Word of God. One
would probably never
find another devout
group as gifted and elite
as these, whom God – in
the early 17th century,
by His appointment
and providence – had

assembled for His higher purpose and
plan. By logic of argument, there will
never again be a Bible like that of the KJV!

Rigorous / Meticulous
Translation Technique
The KJV was given the best translation
from the godly collaboration of the best
minds available (in an age untainted by
rationalism, deism and evolutionism,
which only reared their ugly heads in
the 18th and 19th centuries). This team
technique is unequalled by any modern
translation method. Every translator of
each company (there were 6 companies
as mentioned) was to translate every
chapter and verse of the biblical books
assigned to his particular company, after
which all the fellow translators of each
company would gather and decide among
themselves
which
translation was the
best. Then they would
pass that translation to
the other 5 companies
respectively for another
round of vetting /
translation. A joint
committee (made up
of two members from
each company) would
be formed to arrive at
a final translation! This
most meticulous team
effort sought to produce
the best translation ever
to the glory of God.

Frontispiece to the first edition of the King James Bible printed in 1611.
(Image from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:KJV-King-James-Version-Bible-firstedition-title-page-1611.jpg)
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Furthermore, the KJV translators
adhered strictly to the ‘verbal equivalence’
or word-for-word technique, which
ensured an exact and faithful translation,
free from the corruption of men’s fallible,
prejudiced thoughts. This is opposed to
‘dynamic equivalence’, the technique used
by modern versions, which is thoughtfor-thought translation that allows
translators to rephrase God’s Word
according to their, at best, imperfect
understanding. In so doing, they take
liberty to add to, subtract from and
change God’s revealed words, which God
specifically warns against (cf. Revelation
22:18-19). The verbally inspired nature
of Scripture demands verbal equivalence
to be the only acceptable method in
Bible translation. KJV is superior
because of its correspondence with the
Hebrew / Aramaic and Greek words,
not just thoughts or concepts, thanks
to its faithful, rigorous and thorough
techniques of translation.

Sound Theology
Behind Translation
The faithful and sound theology of the
KJV is plain for all to see, reflective of
the God-fearing translators who were all
contenders of God’s Word. The KJV gives
pre-eminence to the Lord Jesus Christ
by faithfully translating key words which
declare the incommunicable attributes
of Christ, such as His omnipresence,
His omnipotence, His sinlessness, and
His eternality, while eschewing textual
changes that might effectively attack
Christ’s Deity, among other things.

This is in contrast to the liberal changes
to and even deletions from the underlying
texts that modern versions make at will,
whereby a number of vital doctrines are
affected, such as the Virgin Birth and
the Blood Atonement of Christ, which
have been undermined by the preclusion
of some (doctrinally rich) word/s. Truth
be told, the modern versions all use as
their source texts the corrupt Westcott
and Hort Greek Text – the fruit of 20
years’ collaborative doctoring by the said
diabolical duo. By their evil genius of
textual criticism (which manipulatively
cuts out many parts of God’s Word
affecting theology), Westcott and Hort
displaced the traditional Textus Receptus
with their doctored Greek Text (which
heavily relied on the Codex Vaticanus
and Codex Sinaiticus – two of the “most
scandalously corrupt” and “shamefully
mutilated”
extant
manuscripts,
according to Dean Burgon). Whereas
the modern versions attack fundamental
doctrines, the KJV gives evidence of
its superiority in its preserving of these
Biblical truths, thereby upholding the
authority of God’s Word.

No Reliable Alternative
to KJV
There simply is no good alternative to the
KJV. The proliferation of modern English
versions of the Bible (arisen purportedly
due to perceived obsolete words and
grammatical errors in the KJV), as
well as the growing universal desire to
replace the KJV with them, is not simply
a matter of linguistic preference. This
BIBLE WITNESS 25

Incidentally, the different modern
Bible versions do not read the same.
The unmistakable consensus among the
modern versions seems to be that “God
preserves His message and doctrines, but
not necessarily the words, and certainly
not every word.” But as has been pointed
out, words do affect how the doctrines
are perceived. Moreover, this does not
square with Matthew 4:4 and Matthew
5:18, among other key Bible verses. Such
an equivocal stand allows the different
English versions to be embraced,
variations
notwithstanding.
But
Scripture warns us to “believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are
of God” (1 John 4:1). The conscientious
Bible-reader must not continue to sit on
the fence and think sentimentally of the
insidious modern versions. There is no
neutral ground; our most holy faith is at
stake (cf. Jude 1:20)!
One more point is worthy of mention.
The KJV had the benefit of the fruits of
the translation works of the Reformation,
including the works of Tyndale, Erasmus,
as well as the Coverdale Bible, Matthew
Bible, Geneva Bible and Bishops Bible.
These Reformation Bibles, in effect,
served as useful ‘forerunners’ of the KJV
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in providing “a wealth of refined texts”
(Jeffrey Khoo), all reliable translations
based on the providentially preserved
traditional texts. We would rather
have the KJV with all its archaic words
(which are not that many nor difficult
to understand really) than the modern
English versions with their diluted and
adulterated doctrines. Why settle for
‘second-best’ (which is a far ‘second’) when
we can have the best, namely the KJV?

Conclusion
As a parting shot, the Bible is God’s
special revelation to man; in it contains
the way of salvation and the doom of
sinners. It goes without saying that
all who trifle with its sacred contents
stand to be divinely condemned. May
the discerning Christian beware of
the pernicious modern versions which,
through their irreverent trifling with
the texts and their consequent liberal,
unfaithful translations, “privily shall
bring in damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them”, and “by
reason of (which) the way of truth
shall be evil spoken of ” (2 Peter 2:1b,
2b). These have the effect of subverting
our precious faith, no less! In contrast,
we have the very words of God (kept
intact) in the King James Version,
which is the most accurate and faithful
English translation of the Bible, thanks
to its fourfold superiority in its texts,
translators, techniques and theology.

Answers to Bible Trivia - Leviticus 8 (Volume 18, issue 4, p. 31)

label of ‘language and readability’ masks
a real hidden agenda. Deeper issues are
at stake. In the light of long-held biblical
truths now being systematically distorted,
ridiculed and misrepresented by all these
versions, it is very unsafe to turn to any
of them for an accurate understanding of
the words of the Bible.

Par t 1: (1)A aron, (2)Tabernacle, (3)water, (4)coat s. (5)sin, (6)burnt , ( 7 )wave, (8)alt ar, (9)sanc tif ied, (10)Moses. Par t 2: clean, pure, bodies, holy, depar t , purge, sanc tif ied, good.

REFORMATION - GIVING GOD’S WORD BACK TO GOD’S PEOPLE

CHILDREN’S PAGE

Bible Trivia - Leviticus 10
A Lesson about Obedience
Sarah Yong

A. The LORD gave specific instructions to Moses and had “commanded the
children of Israel to offer their oblations unto the LORD, in the wilderness
of Sinai” (Leviticus 7:38). Read the passage in Leviticus 10:1-11, and then fill
in each box with a suitable answer.
1. Aaron the high priest had f____ sons

2. N__________ and
A__________

3. E__________ and
I__________

4. Offered strange f____
before the LORD

5. Served according to
the w____ of Moses

6. Fire from the L____
devoured them, and
they d_____.

7. They were not to drink
w_____ when serving the
LORD in the t_________.

B. God’s Word also instructs believers on how we should worship and serve
Him. Read the following verses and fill in the missing words.
1 Samuel 15:22
“…Hath the LORD as great _______
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as
in _________ the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is _____ than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams.”
Jewish Priests
(https://d1x82tkobt3t8x.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/
2015/05/1080-Hebrew-Priests.jpg)

Romans 6:16-18
“Know ye not, that to whom
ye _____ yourselves servants
to obey, his servants ye are
to whom ye obey; whether of
sin unto death, or of _________
unto _____________? But God
be thanked, that ye were the
servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form
of doctrine which was delivered
you. Being then made ____ from
sin, ye became the ________ of
righteousness.”
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Retold by Jenny Lok

Illustrated by Andronicus Koshy

John Calvin grew up in Noyon, in the province of Picardy, France. In this
small, old walled-city of 10,000 people stood a huge, dark cathedral, which
was the centre of life in Noyon. Beside the cathedral were many chapels,
churches and monasteries. Calvin’s mother, Jeanne le Franc (who died when
he was 3 years old), used to visit the cathedral with him to offer her prayers
to the saints and to make her confessions before the priests. She was a deeply
religious woman; Calvin vividly remembered how he and his mother once
walked for two hours just to worship at the shrine of Saint Anne. Indeed,
Noyon was full of worshippers of saints and their relics (which could be
pieces of bones, teeth, hair, etc. that supposedly belonged to the dead
saints), not to mention the great number of priests, monks, chaplains and
other church workers who thronged the streets. Among those who worked
for the Roman Church was Gerard Calvin, John’s father, who was secretary
to the Bishop of Noyon, Charles de Hangest.
Young Calvin led a very happy life as his family was sufficiently provided
for, and he had children of the nobles as his companions. Thus, from an
early age, Calvin was able to move with ease among the rich and influential.
Nevertheless, his “sharp little eyes” and brilliant mind could perceive the
fake piety of many church employees who came to see his father; they were
actually liars, cheats and greedy men, interested only in riches and fame. As
for Gerard Calvin, he was also shrewd in planning for the future of his sons,
including John. Like most parents of his day, he recognised the benefits of
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training them for the church. Thus, when Calvin turned 12, Gerard managed
to secure a benefice (a paid position of a priest) for him in a small church. He
also arranged for a priest to do the work in the church on Calvin’s behalf, as
he was still a young boy. Meanwhile, Calvin was free to pursue his education,
supported by the income from the church.
In 1523, the city of Noyon was hit by an outbreak of a terrible plague.
With permission, Calvin (then 14 years of age), along with the de Hangest
boys (the bishop’s nephews), left for Paris, but not before Gerard had ensured
that Calvin’s income as a priest would not be taken from him while he was
away. Unknown to Calvin, the Reformation spirit was fast gathering speed
not only in France, but also in neighbouring Germany and Switzerland. In
Paris itself, an old professor (named Jacques Lefevre) had translated the New
Testament into French. As a result, the ordinary folks were able to read the
Bible in their own language. Lefevre believed strongly that God saves “by
grace alone” (cf. Ephesians 2:5, 8). His student, William Farel, was so moved
by his teacher’s faith in God’s saving grace that he began to preach God’s
Word with great passion. Together, they ignited the Reformation spirit in
France, at the time when John Calvin entered Paris with the de Hangest boys.

Jacques Lefevre & William Farel

In Paris, Calvin studied Latin and French at the College de la Marche,
under Mathurin Cordier (a former priest), well known for being an excellent
teacher in France. That was how Calvin learned to write beautifully in both
Latin and French. After 3 wonderful years at the college, he went on to
the College de Montaigu for his training in theology. Within a year, Calvin
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mastered the Latin classics, among other subjects. Despite suffering from
constant headaches and a weak stomach, Calvin was always diligent
and disciplined in his studies. He was so driven that at the age of 18, he
successfully obtained his master’s degree in the arts.
In the meantime, Calvin’s father had changed his mind about his son
pursuing theological studies because he thought that the law profession
might bring better prospects, i.e. a good job and more wealth. Dutifully,
in 1528, Calvin set out for the city of Orleans (south of Paris) to study law
under a renowned law professor named Pierre de l’Etoile. In the University of
Orleans, Calvin hardly joined the students in their feasts and merry-making.
Instead, he spent many hours deep in his study of law. From a student of law,
he became a teacher; he even stood in for his professors when they were
not available to teach!
A year later, Calvin arrived in the city of Bourges. He was eager to learn
under the instruction of Alciati, a well-known jurist from Italy. Apart from
law, Calvin was drawn to the Greek language and literature. Truly, he owed
his wonderful knowledge of Greek to Melchior Wolmar, a professor of Greek
whom he met by God’s providence. From him, Calvin also learned about
Martin Luther and other great Reformers. Most importantly, Calvin was able
to read the New Testament in its original language (Greek). Concerning the
New Testament, Wolmar had once commented, “In this book is the answer
to every problem, the remedy for every abuse, the rest of every heavy-laden
soul.” Thus, he encouraged Calvin to study the New Testament thoroughly.
By God’s grace, Calvin graduated with the Bachelor of Law in 1531, and was
later conferred the Doctor of Law in 1533.
When news came that his father was seriously ill, Calvin decided to
return to Noyon to be with him. Gerard Calvin eventually died in May 1531.
Now that his father was gone, Calvin was free to make his own decisions
about his future. What should he do and where should he go? Finally, Calvin
decided that he wanted to live the life of a scholar, mastering his Greek, Latin
and Hebrew so that he could read the old writings and write about them. So
to Paris he went, for he considered it an ideal place to have some quiet study
and do his writing. In 1532 (after about 7 to 8 months of labouring), Calvin
produced his first book, a commentary on the Roman philosopher Seneca’s
“De Clementia”, written in fluent Latin. However, it appeared to be just a
scholarly piece of work without much reference to the Bible.
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the young rector of the University
of Paris, was to deliver his annual
speech on that day. He requested
that Calvin (his friend of 10 years)
helped him write the speech. In
that speech, Nicholas talked about
the Gospel, God’s grace and
support for the Reformation cause.
The professors became angry with
Nicholas for indirectly attacking
the Roman Church’s persecution
of the Protestants who put their
trust in God’s Word.

From Paris, Calvin returned
to Orleans for about a year
before he hastily left for Noyon
again, because his brother
Charles was having some
problems with the local church.
It was during this time that he
witnessed much persecution
against the French Protestants.
After leaving Noyon, he went
back to Paris and stayed with a
cloth merchant named Etienne
de la Forge. Here, trouble
was just looming ahead.

It soon became known that
Calvin had a part in the speech
delivered by Nicholas. A warrant of
arrest was issued, and both Nicholas
and Calvin had to run for their lives!
With the help of students from the
university, both disguised themselves
and managed to escape to Basel and
Noyon respectively. All of a sudden,
Calvin became a hunted man!
(To be continued...)

It all happened on All
Saints’ Day (1 November)
in 1533. Nicholas Cop,
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