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HO KEE HOW

FINDING MEANING 
AMID LIFE’S ANOMALIES

Life, as we know it, is a limited 
one: “The days of our years are 
threescore years and ten; and if 

by reason of strength they be fourscore 
years, yet is their strength labour and 
sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly 
away” (Psalm 90:10). Not only are we 
limited by our lifespan here on earth, 
life (as we’ve observed) can be very 
laborious and even sorrowful, with 
perplexing or distressing experiences 
interspersed in it. But all these 
adversities and perplexities need not 
render life as vain. We can still enjoy 
our life—if we can find true meaning 
and derive satisfaction in all that we do 
and work. This perceptive observation 
is also corroborated by the writer of the 
Book of Ecclesiastes.

“Mystery Book” of 
the Bible
Now, the Book of Ecclesiastes has 
been one of the most misunderstood 
books of the Bible. Certain statements 
penned by the writer, who calls himself 
“the Preacher” (Ecclesiastes 1:1, 12), 
seem to sit well with atheists and 
religious scoffers. Many, after reading 
the book at first glance, come away 

with the impression that the writer 
appears to be pessimistic, fatalistic, 
materialistic, even hedonistic 
(promoting Epicureanism which 
advocates unrestrained living of 
eating, drinking and merry-making!). 
Some even portray the writer as being 
hopelessly entangled in a string of self-
contradictions—lost in the “labyrinth” 
of life’s complexities. But such negative 
assessments of the writer reflect 
only a superficial reading. If you read 
through the book carefully, you would 
realise that this book is the work 
of a thinking, hopeful man—not a 
confused, hopeless man. 

Perhaps it is helpful to note that the 
Book of Ecclesiastes is not a collection 
of isolated idioms and axiomatic 
statements (like Proverbs), though 
a series of maxims do constitute 
a large segment of chapter 10. It is 
a progression of an impassioned 
argument, organised into four main 
sections. {Most Bible scholars generally 
agree to the following fourfold division: 
Ecclesiastes 1–2, Ecclesiastes 3–5, 
Ecclesiastes 6:1–8:15, Ecclesiastes 
8:16–12:14.} The first three sections 
each ends with an arresting sub-
conclusion, and awaits the next section 
to take up and develop the argument. 
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Each section is penned down by the 
writer in such a way that it adds to 
the progression of that argument, 
until it reaches its grand conclusion 
in Ecclesiastes 12:13—“Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear 
God, and keep his commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man.” It may 
be likened to a “well-drilled” debate 
team (of four speakers), having its 
proposition being laid out, elaborated 
on (from both sides of the coin) and 
argued out by its first three speakers, 
before leaving its fourth and final 
speaker to give a climactic round-up!

Reality of Life’s 
Many Unknowns
Hence, Ecclesiastes is a well-thought 
out, well-debated discourse, which 
must be read in its entirety, not 
piecemeal, in order to understand 
it properly. It is not an aimless, 
haphazard discourse, but one that 
leads its reader to the secret of finding 
meaning in life in the midst of life’s 
relentless problems and struggles. Now, 
it must be noted, at the outset, that 
while it does not attempt to address or 
pretend to be able to figure out all the 
mysteries that life throws at mankind, 
it accepts the fact that such anomalies 
and inequalities do exist in this life. 
This is because the Book of Ecclesiastes 
recognises that this is a fallen world—
hinted by the oft-repeated expression, 
“under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:3), and 
further corroborated by the recurring 
refrain, “vanity and vexation of spirit” 
(Ecclesiastes 1:14). Men’s existence and 
dealings in life are constantly warped 
by man’s sinful nature. That’s the harsh 
reality, to begin with. 

The writer further argues that 
given life’s surprising mix of mundane 
occurrences and complex experiences, 
life is in itself too profound for us to 
understand all its mysteries. “When 
I applied mine heart … to see the 
business that is done upon the earth 
… then I beheld … that a man cannot 
find out the work that is done under 
the sun: because though a man labour 
to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; 
yea further; though a wise man think to 
know it, yet shall he not be able to find 
it” (Ecclesiastes 8:16–17). Life is simply 
too complicated for us to ever answer 
all its questions. Do not vex your spirit 
by doing that, the writer concedes (cf. 
Ecclesiastes 1:13–14, 2:16–17, 4:15–16).

We must learn to be content with 
having to live with life’s paradoxes, and 
accept the fact that in God’s sovereignty, 
sometimes there are things we cannot 
comprehend—for “the secret things 
(still) belong unto the LORD our 
God” (Deuteronomy 29:29a). Faith is 
trusting God even when we cannot see. 
“For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 
Corinthians 5:7). Let the sovereign God 
be God, and when we are willing not to 
be presumptuous in claiming our right 
to know everything, then perhaps we 
will begin to gradually understand. 
One mark of spiritual maturity is to be 
able to acknowledge, like the apostle 
Paul, that “we are perplexed, but not 
in despair” (2 Corinthians 4:8b). Often 
we have to be content merely to know 
what the answers are not. Take life as 
it is, the writer advises—be willing not 
to understand everything “at one go”. 
Life in this fallen world is still rife with 
many baffling and insoluble aspects for 
us to understand it fully. It is neither 
necessary nor desirable to be able to do 
so, lest we end up “vexing our spirit”!
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Elusive Meaning 
Identified
Is the meaning of life, then, elusive 
since we are exhorted not to try to solve 
all its problems? This is exactly what 
the writer of Ecclesiastes is trying to 
draw our attention away from. He takes 
pains to draw us away from “barking 
up the wrong tree”! The meaning of 
life cannot be found by trying to solve 
all its problems. The writer commends 
the ability to enjoy our God-given 
life on earth as one of God’s most 
excellent gifts to man. Therein lies 
the secret of finding meaning in life. It 
is not provided by the reconciliation 
of all of life’s paradoxes nor the 
removal of all of life’s inequalities; 
it is, rather, encapsulated in the key 
word, “satisfaction”. True satisfaction 
in life is not found in possessions 
or worldly accumulations, but is 
manifested in the capacity to derive 
enjoyment from mundane functions 
and day-to-day activities like eating, 
drinking, and working.

This truth is manifested by another 
set of recurring refrain found in the 
Book of Ecclesiastes, which seems to 
be the more dominant thought, and 
is commended as the key to deriving 
satisfaction and, in the process, 
meaning in life. Herein is the gist of this 
recurring thought: “Eat and drink, 
and enjoy the good of thy labour—it 
is the gift of God.” In fact, seven times 
this refrain appears in seven different 
verses. For consideration of time and 
space, only the key phrase(s) of these 
seven verses are highlighted as follows:

 ○ “There is nothing better for a 
man, than that he should eat and 

drink, and that he should make 
his soul enjoy good in his labour 
… it was from the hand of God” 
(Ecclesiastes 2:24). 

 ○ “… every man should eat and 
drink, and enjoy the good of all 
his labour, it is the gift of God” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:13).

 ○ “… there is nothing better, than 
that a man should rejoice in his 
own works; for that is his portion” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:22).

 ○ “… it is good and comely for one to 
eat and to drink, and to enjoy the 
good of all his labour … which God 
giveth him” (Ecclesiastes 5:18).

 ○ “… (God) hath given him power 
to eat thereof … and to rejoice in 
his labour; this is the gift of God” 
(Ecclesiastes 5:19).

 ○ “… a man hath no better thing under 
the sun, than to eat, and to drink … 
for that shall abide with him of his 
labour … which God giveth him” 
(Ecclesiastes 8:15).

 ○ “… eat thy bread with joy, and 
drink thy wine with a merry 
heart; for God now accepteth thy 
works” (Ecclesiastes 9:7).

Enjoy Your Work!
In each of these seven verses, “labour” 
(or “works”) is highlighted, but “eating” 
is mentioned in all but one (Ecclesiastes 
3:22) of these. This perhaps tells us 
something: in the divine order of 
things, work is more important. Well, 
didn’t Paul admonish “that if any would 
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not work, neither should he eat” (2 
Thessalonians 3:10)? Even Jesus has 
said, “My meat (food) is to do the will 
of him that sent me, and to finish his 
work” (John 4:34). Scripture is not 
saying that food is not important; 
otherwise Jesus would not have sent or 
allowed His disciples to get food from 
the city (cf. John 4:8). But in the divine 
scheme of things, work is of utmost 
importance! While the Bible need 
not exhort us to eat (for all of us enjoy 
eating, with few exceptions), Scripture 
does exhort us to work (cf. John 9:4; 2 
Thessalonians 3:10; Ecclesiastes 9:10), 
as not all of us enjoy our work. It goes 
without saying that happy is the man 
who enjoys his work!

May we enjoy our God-given work! 
Work is not a curse, as a result of man’s 
fall. Work is an enjoyable task given 
by God in man’s innocency. God had 
instructed man to work even before 
the Fall. In the early days shortly 
after Creation, God “planted a garden 
eastward in Eden; and there he put the 
man (Adam) whom he had formed”, 
with the intended purpose of having 
the man “to dress it and to keep it” 
(Genesis 2:8, 15). What delightsome 
work it must have been tending such 
a paradise garden! You can be sure 
that Adam exerted himself and 
truly enjoyed his work!

Dear reader, life on earth 
is limited and unpredictable, 
but we need not live it in 
vain—if we can find genuine 
satisfaction. True satisfaction in 

life is not found in the accumulation 
of worldly possessions and goods, but 
in being able to derive simple and real 
enjoyment from mundane activities 
like eating, drinking, working. “Behold 
… it is good and comely for one to eat 
and to drink, and to enjoy the good 
of all his labour” (Ecclesiastes 5:18), 
especially the latter, namely work. 
Work carried out in reliance on God 
is work accompanied by wisdom, and 
constitutes the key to meaningful, 
satisfying living amid life’s anomalies. 
So, while on this side of the grave, 
as our Lord Jesus has pointed out, 
“work … while it is day: the night 
cometh, when no man can work” 
(John 9:4)—which is as good as saying, 
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might; for there is no work 
… in the grave, whither thou goest” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:10). Amen. E
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This article picks up from where 
the previous one has left off: 
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth 

to do, do it with thy might; for there is 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 
goest” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 

It is good to note that the writer of 
Ecclesiastes did not say that this verse 
applies only to those whose work pays 
them a high income or who work in 
top, highly-skilled, coveted professions 
(such as doctors, engineers, lawyers, 
directors of multi-national companies, 
etc.)—though it certainly includes 
them. In fact, we do read of some such 
high-earners and top professionals 
who are among the most miserable, 
depressed people (whose marriages 
or families fail, who turn to drugs 
and substance abuse, with some even 
taking their own lives). On the other 
hand, we know of true-life stories 
of the most joyful, contented people 
being numbered among the daily-
rated, menial workers. The key is not 
their work per se—but their attitude 
towards work! Scripture insists that 
whatever the nature of your God-given 
work here on earth, you should be 

wholeheartedly engaged in it. Work is 
not a curse on mankind, something to 
be shunned. Do not opt out of earnest, 
committed involvement in the privilege 
of work. Men of action, not men of 
inactivity, should characterise the 
Christian community. 

“Findeth” Speaks of 
Opportunity
Now, to do “whatsoever thy hand 
findeth” is to take life as it is—from 
the Hand of a loving heavenly Father—
with its joys and responsibilities. It 
is to give yourself to life, to embrace 
whatever your daily life may bring 
according to God’s providence. The 
phrase, “whatsoever thy hand findeth”, 
speaks of opportunity amid one’s 
circumstances. It goes without saying 
that the opportunity to work and 
labour for God is while we are still on 
this side of the grave, before the arrival 
of our death-bed. Earthly life cannot be 
enjoyed in retrospect, once you cross 
the line (of no return). You cannot 
think back about the past and hope to 
salvage something for your heavenly 

HO KEE HOW

(ECCLESIASTES 9:10)

WHATSOEVER THY HAND 
FINDETH TO DO



WHATSOEvEr THY HAnd FIndETH TO dO | BIBLE WITNESS       9

rewards, “for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, 
in the grave, whither thou goest”. That 
is why Jesus says, “work … while it is 
day (full of opportunities): the night 
cometh (opportunities gone), when no 
man can work” (John 9:4). This truth is 
not only made urgent by the fact that 
life is limited by its “threescore years 
and ten” (cf. Psalm 90:10), but is all the 
more accentuated by the reality that 
life is full of uncertain happenings, 
often complicated by unexpected, 
drastic turn of events.

Interestingly, the word “device” 
in the verse under question tells us 
something instructive. It has the idea 
of a plan for impending activity. To 
be able to “devise” (its verb form) is 
to be able to plan, organise, design, 
construct, contrive, invent, etc. This 
word denotes the mental faculties 
we employ in our work and service. 
Implied here is that while our mental 
(as well as physical) faculties are 
still sharp and in good functioning 
condition, we are to labour for the Lord, 
“while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I 
have no pleasure in them” (Ecclesiastes 
12:1b). That alludes to the waning of our 
physical strength or mental prowess 
associated with old age and decay 
of health. “Strike while the iron is 
hot”—utilise God-given opportunities 
now, not years later. “A bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush.” Act 
now! Do not wait for all the so-called 
favourable conditions to be in place 
(which may never ever materialise) 
before venturing forth in the discharge 
of our work and responsibilities. Dear 
brethren, the inexorable moving of 
our life towards the grave and the 
unstoppable ticking away of the clock 

tell us one thing: “Time and tide waits 
for no man”! So, do with all thy might 
“whatsoever thy hand findeth …”

“Thy Hand” Denotes 
Ability
Furthermore, in this same phrase, 
“whatsoever thy hand findeth to do”, 
the “hand” would denote one’s ability. 
The “hand” signifies what one is able 
to do. Some have very skilful hands, 
literally—such as surgeons, sculptors, 
mechanics, tailors, illustrators, 
pianists, etc. Of course, not all have 
the same ability. The intimation of 
Ecclesiastes 9:10 is that while on this 
side of the grave, we are to give of 
ourselves in our work, which would 
entail the usage of our abilities and 
gifts (be they in the form of “device”, or 
“knowledge”, or “wisdom”), according 
to what God has apportioned to us.

Granted, some have ingenious 
devices, and are able to plan and 
systematically organise, as well as to 
articulate abstract ideas and complex 
concepts, and rally people to worthy 
causes. They are not like the fool, 
who “is full of words”, but whose 
“labour … wearieth every one of them, 
because he knoweth not how to go 
to the city” (Ecclesiastes 10:14a, 15). 
Those who are blessed with God-given 
devices, on the other hand, through 
“preparations of the heart … and the 
answer of the tongue” (Proverbs 16:1), 
lead to purposes and the counsel of 
the LORD being established. Some 
others possess wonderful and deep 
knowledge, and are able to understand 
how things and systems work—as 
in the areas of accounts, building 
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design, media productions, website 
maintenance, etc. That’s not all. 
Yet others are bestowed with great, 
perceptive wisdom—like judges or 
magistrates, governors, city mayors, 
(and may we add) church elders, etc. 
As we have therefore opportunity, let 
us exert our “hand”, i.e. whatsoever we 
are able to do, we are to exert ourselves 
actively and wholeheartedly. That’s the 
biblical idea enjoined here.

“Whatsoever Thy 
Hand Findeth” in 
the Lord’s Ministry
In this discussion of labouring for the 
Lord and doing what we can when 
opportunity arises, it is this writer’s 
ardent prayer that God will call more 
“gifted” and able young men to do 
with their might, whatsoever their 
hand findeth to do—in the Lord’s 
ministry. The time to serve the Lord 
full-time—in His vineyard—is not 
when you retire, when your faculties 
are slowing down and your vibrancy is 
slackening. The time to labour in the 
Lord’s ministry, rather, is when you 
are still in the prime of life, especially 
“in the days of thy youth” (Ecclesiastes 
12:1a) when you are still full of youthful 
zeal and strength. Indeed, “The glory 
of young men is their strength: and 
the beauty of old men is the gray head” 
(Proverbs 20:29). While experience 
(that comes with age) has its place and 
value, certainly there is nothing quite 
like godly youthful fervency! From 
observation and Scriptural insight, 
God, in the normal course of affairs, 
would call His servants while they are 
young and still in their prime. There 

is sufficient empirical evidence to 
show that God’s choicest servants are 
plucked out of the world and set apart 
for His ministry early in life. Ready 
examples that come to mind include 
Hudson Taylor, Adoniram Judson, Jim 
Elliot, Eric Liddell, Charles Spurgeon, 
(and nearer to our time) Timothy 
Tow (founding pastor of the Bible-
Presbyterian movement in Singapore). 
These men were all endowed with 
spiritual giftedness, and they did 
with their might whatsoever their 
hand findeth in the ministry. And in 
the process, they left behind lasting 
spiritual legacies, and thus belonged to 
that blessed company of selfless men 
who “leave behind us footprints in the 
sands of time” (Henry Longfellow)!

As a corollary, doing “whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do” in the Lord’s 
ministry is not to be undertaken by 
anyone who thinks of the ministry as a 
good career fit, but who has neither the 
calling nor the necessary giftedness. 
(It is also not for those who use it as a 
stepping-stone to greener pastures 
elsewhere; neither is it for those who 
don’t see it as a lifelong calling and 
so could not stay faithfully to their 
appointed station of responsibility.) 
Not any eager or zealous fellow should 
indiscriminately enter the ministry. 

“The glory of young 
men is their strength: 
and the beauty of old 
men is the gray head.” 
—Proverbs 20:29



HOW YOU CAn SUPPOrT BIBLE WITnESS MEdIA MInISTrY | BIBLE WITNESS       11

Sadly, we are all too aware that 
statistics in many of today’s churches 
make for grim reading: too many men 
entering the pastoral ministry today 
have great deficiencies in character, 
biblical knowledge and ministerial 
gifts. Not only do they lack the mental 
capacity to study (cf. 2 Timothy 2:15), 
they also lack the ability to expound, 
let alone feed the flock (cf. Acts 20:28)! 
Unmistakably, when God calls a man 
to the pastoral ministry, He also fits 
that man with the necessary spiritual 
character, qualities and abilities, which 
will clearly be identifiable. God’s called 
man is recognised by God’s people 
and commendable by the church 
leadership! In the service of the Lord, 
we are to do what we can—not what we 
wish we could, but have no ability to.

Conclusion
As a parting shot, whether we are 

serving the Lord full-time or as a lay 
Christian, the Bible reminds us that 
“we are [God’s] workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 
That being the case, wherever He leads 
us, whatever lot we find ourselves in, 
our wholehearted, active involvement 
is enjoined. In short, as the writer of 
Ecclesiastes exhorts us, “Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might”—which is as good as saying, 
in agreement with the apostle Paul, 
“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord, and not unto men” 
(Colossians 3:23). Though men are 
the direct beneficiaries of your work, 
ultimately your work is unto the Lord, 
who “is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labour of love, which ye have 
shewed toward his name” (Hebrews 
6:10a). Truly, our rewards at the end 
should serve as further motivation 
for us to live and work for the Lord 
for the remaining days of our sojourn 
here on earth, “knowing that of the 
Lord ye shall receive the reward of 
the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ” (Colossians 3:24). May the Lord 
help us and enable us. Amen. E
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The writer of Ecclesiastes, who 
calls himself a wise “preacher” 
who “still taught the people 

knowledge” (Ecclesiastes 12:9; cf. 1:1, 
12), is also a man of circumspection. In 
doing “whatsoever [our] hand findeth 
to do … with [our] might” (Ecclesiastes 
9:10a), i.e. in doing what we are able 
given the opportunity, he has this word 
of caution for us: “I returned, and saw 
under the sun, that the race is not to 
the swift, nor the battle to the strong, 
neither yet bread to the wise, nor 
yet riches to men of understanding, 
nor yet favour to men of skill; but 
time and chance happeneth to them 
all” (Ecclesiastes 9:11). As we live our 
lives here on earth, we must not be so 
taken up with what we are doing that 
we forget that life’s anomalies and 
paradoxes do not just disappear. We 
still live in a fallen world.

HO KEE HOW

(ECCLESIASTES 9:11–12)

TIME AND 
CHANCE 

HAPPENETH 
TO ALL!
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Natural 
Endowments 
No Guarantee of 
Success
As the preacher soberly concedes 
in the above verse, the swift-footed 
runner may become a loser in a race; 
the strong in military might may still 
be defeated in battle; a wise man may 
lack daily supplies for his sustenance; a 
man of understanding may experience 
poverty; and a man of skill may not 
procure favour from the powers that be 
in the land. Five highly prized human 
endowments are given attention to in 
this list, the possessors of which are 
deemed to be most likely to succeed 
in life. Though human society puts 
a premium on these five natural 
qualities and human advantages, none 
of these guarantees success in our 
work or endeavours. Several biblical 
examples should suffice to highlight 
these five anomalies…

Swift Yet Fallen
Scripture records for us a swift-footed 
runner in the person of Asahel, who 
was “as light of foot as a wild roe” (2 
Samuel 2:18b). In his exuberance to 
capture the “big prize” in pursuit of the 
fleeing Abner (King Saul’s chief military 
officer) in battle, “he turned not to the 
right hand nor to the left from following 
Abner” (2 Samuel 2:19b), and in no time 
almost caught up with him. Though 
the wily general warned him to give up 
chasing him, “he refused to turn aside: 
wherefore Abner with the hinder end 
of the spear smote him under the fifth 

rib, that the spear came out behind 
him; and he fell down there, and died 
in the same place” (2 Samuel 2:23). The 
speedy Asahel did not finish “the race”, 
let alone capture the prize. Asahel fell 
needlessly as he did not realise that the 
race is not necessarily to the swift!

Strong Yet Defeated
The Old Testament is replete with 
instances when God’s people had to 
come up against opposing armies 
mightier and more battle-hardened 
than them. Yet God delivered victory 
for them many a time. A case in point 
is Gideon’s army of 300 men against 
“the Midianites and the Amalekites 
(that) … lay along in the valley like 
grasshoppers for multitude” (Judges 
7:12a). Notwithstanding the superior 
military might of the Midianites, God 
gave Gideon’s army a decisive victory, 
whereof we read that “there fell an 
hundred and twenty thousand men 
that drew sword” of the enemy camp 
(Judges 8:10b)! Military strength is no 
guarantee of victory in battle. 

Wise Yet Needy
David was unquestionably Israel’s 
best-loved king. Being a man after 
God’s own heart, he was certainly 
wise, for “the fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10a). 
While serving under King Saul, “David 
behaved himself wisely in all his ways; 
and the LORD was with him” (1 Samuel 
18:14). But Saul’s bitter envy caused 
David to spend many of his youthful 
years as a fugitive, without a means of 
livelihood. No work meant no bread, as 
acutely manifested when he had to send 
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10 young men to Nabal, a wealthy man, 
in the hope of procuring food rations 
in return for having protected his 
shepherds while they were tending his 
sheep (1 Samuel 25:5-8). But Nabal flatly 
refused, and instead insulted the men 
and made snide remarks about David’s 
character and disloyalty to his master! 
Wisdom is no guarantee of a livelihood 
providing for daily sustenance. 

Understanding Yet Poor
The most outstanding of Jacob’s 
12 sons, Joseph was endowed with 
intelligence beyond his years, whose 
judicious sense of responsibility was 
recognised early in life (cf. Genesis 
37:13-14). He had keen perception of 
things and could even discern dreams. 
But he had to live a life of poverty and 
deprivation when he was sold into 
slavery in Egypt by his jealous brothers 
(Genesis 37:36), and later cast into 
prison because of false accusation by 
his master’s wife (Genesis 39:20). God’s 
will was for his adversity to bring him 
into contact with Pharaoh’s official 
in temporary custody, who would 
later be instrumental in summoning 
him to Pharaoh’s presence, whereby 
he would be elevated to a position of 
great authority to deal with a looming 
national crisis. Throughout his ordeal, 
he was astute, discreet, prudent, but he 
had to live within mediocre means as a 
slave and a prisoner—not in abundance 
and luxury! Great understanding is no 
guarantee of abundance of wealth. 

Skilful Yet Rejected
Scripture tells us (in Hebrews 11:24-
25) that “Moses, when he was come to 

years, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God 
…” By choosing so, favour was removed 
from him, though he “was learned in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and 
was mighty (i.e. powerful, influential) 
in words and in deeds” (Acts 7:22). That 
means he was a forceful and dynamic 
personality, with excellent leadership 
and communication skills, and great 
organisational ability. With his highly 
sought-after interpersonal skills, it 
is no exaggeration to say Moses was a 
rising “political star” in the Egyptian 
court! But all his skills could not 
prevent his “fall from Egyptian favour” 
when Pharaoh’s wrath was turned 
against him for siding with the Hebrew 
slaves. Skilfulness is no guarantee of 
rulers’ approval or acceptance.

Human Calculations 
Upset by Overruling 
Factors
Needless to say, if success in life 
is purely reliant on ability and 
opportunity alone, then life would be 
very straightforward. But that’s not 
the case in reality. The last phrase of 
Ecclesiastes 9:11 tells us why—“but time 
and chance happeneth to them all”. In 
the course of man’s life, two co-factors 
can upset all human calculations, 
namely “time and chance”!

Time would allude to God’s decretive 
will. Dear reader, our times are not 
in our hands. “Boast not thyself of to 
morrow; for thou knowest not what a 
day may bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1). 
Our times are in the Hand of God our 
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Creator, for “he changeth the times and 
the seasons: he removeth kings, and 
setteth up kings” (Daniel 2:21). In God’s 
foreordained will, according as He hath 
decreed before the foundation of the 
world, “there is a season” to every thing, 
and “a time to every purpose under the 
heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1). There is, as 
the preacher of Ecclesiastes succinctly 
highlighted earlier in the book, “a time 
to be born, and a time to die; a time to 
plant, and a time to pluck up that which 
is planted; … a time to break down, and 
a time to build up; … a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance; a time to cast away 
stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; … a time to get, and a time to 
lose …”; and yes, even “a time of war, and 
a time of peace” (Ecclesiastes 3:2-8)!

What about the word “chance”? 
At first glance, it seems to contradict 
God’s will, for it seems to indicate 
things random or unplanned. Now, 
the Hebrew word (pega) translated 
as “chance” simply means an event 
or occurrence. In the context, it 
would denote a drastic happening or 
unexpected (turn of) event which may 
well throw the most meticulous of 
men’s plans off course! Here, “chance” 
is used not as in “being by accident”, but 
as in “being sudden, unexpected”. God 
can allow situations in life to arise that 
will overwhelm and overthrow those 
who trust in their natural abilities and 
endowments. In fact, those who trust 
in their own giftedness—in their speed, 
strength, wisdom, understanding, 
skilfulness, etc.—are the very ones who 
are, more often than not, entrapped 
and ensnared unexpectedly by their 
own clever devices! 

There is something interesting we 
should note about this phrase “time 

and chance”. It takes on a singular 
verb, “happeneth”. This tells us that it 
is a word-pair. It is a special Hebrew 
expression that uses two words to 
convey a single concept in a forceful 
way. Much like word-pairs in English—
such as “time and tide”, “flesh and 
blood”, “law and order”, “trial and 
error”—which express a single 
enhanced concept using two words. 
In this case, “time and chance” is used 
by the writer to make men realise that 
there is a divine will operating above 
all. God sanctions events to happen 
at various times in our lives, whereby 
He weaves them into the unfolding 
drama of His will for our lives. The 
preacher-writer is telling us that there 
is a sovereign Providence that rules 
over human affairs on earth, often 
overruling men’s self-assured, self-
serving plans and breaking their ill-
conceived hopes and aspirations to 
smithereens! Natural abilities count 
for little if God is not in the equation. 
When men do not pay attention to 
their accountability to their Creator 
and to the unpredictability of life’s 
events, they are setting themselves 
up for a rude shock!

chance 
(Hebrew pega) 
“an event or 
occurrence; in the 
context, a drastic 
happening or 
unexpected event”
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Spiritual 
Obliviousness Goes 
Before a Snare!
This is corroborated by the subsequent 
verse: “For man also knoweth not 
his time: as the fishes that are taken 
in an evil net, and as the birds that 
are caught in the snare; so are the 
sons of men snared in an evil time, 
when it falleth suddenly upon them” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:12). Fishes and birds are 
very apt analogies used, because they 
never anticipate being caught in spite 
of predators and hunters all around. 
Though many of such creatures before 
them have been regularly “taken in 
an evil net”, and “caught in the snare 
(bird-trap)”, they continue moving 
about oblivious to their danger. But you 
can’t blame them. Fishes and birds are 
not made in the image of God, unlike 
man. They are not able to reason and 
take stock of their perilous situation; 
they are not able to take heed of the 
tragedy that had befallen others (in the 
same “predicament”) and lay it to heart 
to take steps to avoid the same folly! 
Besides, they don’t have a “preacher” 
among them to warn them—unlike 
men, unto whom wisdom (often 
through a preacher of God’s Word) 
cries out, “Unto you, O men, I call; 
and my voice is to the sons of man. O 
ye simple, understand wisdom: and, 
ye fools, be ye of an understanding 
heart” (Proverbs 8:4-5)!

We human beings, on the other 
hand, being made in the image of God, 
have morality imprinted in us, which 
makes us conscience-driven and thus 
able to discern right and wrong. As 
such, we can be forewarned by a wise 

preacher. “And moreover, because 
the preacher was wise, he still taught 
the people knowledge; yea, he gave 
good heed, and … sought to find out 
acceptable words … even words of 
truth” (Ecclesiastes 12:9-10). Such 
words of truth (no doubt from God’s 
Word) serve as instruction (to do right) 
and reproof (to turn from wrong), that 
we may be kept spiritually safe from 
fear of evil. Indeed, “He is in the way 
of life that keepeth instruction: but he 
that refuseth reproof erreth” (Proverbs 
10:17). Sadly, countless “sons of men” 
down through the ages have been 
oblivious to their spiritual danger. The 
phrase “sons of men” in Ecclesiastes 
9:12 refers to mankind in general. Its 
usage here would suggest that whatever 
experience mentioned in this verse (i.e. 
being caught unawares in destruction) 
is a commonplace occurrence, 
generation after generation. Fallen men 
have not changed; they continue to live 
recklessly, indulging in sin and failing 
to pay heed to God’s Word. Oblivious 
to the high incidence of fellow human 
beings having been “snared in an evil 
time”, their self-deluded thought is: 
“It may happen to others, but it won’t 
happen to me!” But they conveniently 
forget, nay, perilously ignore the regular 
occurrence of “an evil time”, which can 
just come upon them suddenly!

Now, man’s “evil time” can refer 
to calamities of all sorts—not just to 
life’s final calamity, namely death. 
It can refer to (among other things) 
natural disasters, plagues, famine, 
personal setbacks, loss of health, 
change of government (from benign 
to oppressive), persecutions, and 
even war! Incidentally, never say 
war will never come to our shores. 
Theologically speaking, war is a means 
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of God’s judgment (cf. Isaiah 1:4, 7). It is 
“one of God’s ways of judging a corrupt 
nation, polluted by sin of every kind” 
(Timothy Tow). May we humbly pray 
for our nation, that God may keep such 
an especially “evil time” (of war) from 
“fall[ing] suddenly upon [us]”. Knowing 
that “Righteousness exalteth a nation: 
but sin is a reproach to any people” 
(Proverbs 14:34), the answer to such a 
prayer hinges on the interplay of God’s 
sovereignty and man’s responsibility.

Dear brethren, the warning is clear: 
When you go about earning your keep, 
engaging in your academic pursuits, 
or labouring in “whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do”, do not get so engrossed 
in the things of this world that you 
leave God out of the equation. As you 
labour and toil, and occupy till He 
comes, do so with a spiritual eye to 
“watch and pray”, especially with a view 
to the Lord’s soon return. Do not be 
like those who say, “Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them” (1 Thessalonians 5:3). Rather, 
as the apostle Peter exhorts us, let us 
be diligent concerning “what manner 
of persons ought ye to be in all holy 

conversation and godliness”, that we 
“may be found of [God] in peace, without 
spot, and blameless” (2 Peter 3:11, 14). 
That way, we won’t find ourselves 
getting “snared in an evil time”.

Conclusion
Dear Christian, life on earth is limited 
(in view of the grave), and unpredictable 
(subject to “time and chance”), but it 
need not be in vain if we trust in God’s 
leading and take heed of the preacher’s 
admonition against being oblivious 
to the (perilous) times we are living 
in. May we in our daily living, walk 
circumspectly—in view of the evil days 
of these end-times (cf. Ephesians 5:15-
16). May we not be wise in our own eyes, 
but take stock of the “time and chance 
(which) happeneth to [us] all”. May the 
Lord deliver us from becoming like 
those self-assured “sons of men”, who 
think they’ve got everything figured 
out on their own but, not knowing 
nor understanding the times, find 
themselves “snared in an evil time, 
when it falleth suddenly upon them”. 
May God have mercy upon us. Amen. E
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PRABHUDAS KOSHY

(PHILIPPIANS 3:7, 14)

A LIFE LIVED FOR CHRIST

In the epistle to the Philippians, the 
apostle Paul expressed the deep 
feelings that he had for Christ. 

His love for Christ was unbridled. He 
confessed, “For to me to live is Christ” 
(Philippians 1:21). His entire life was 
dedicated to Christ. He desired nothing 
that was incongruent with Christ’s 
purposes and glory. He would not 
pursue anything else other than that 
which pleased the Lord. His life was 
wholly committed to Christ. He was 
single-minded about the purpose and 
goal of his life; and it was to glorify 
Christ. What a rebuke it is to Christians 
who are lost in their pursuits of worldly 
pleasure, gain and fame!

Nothing Matters 
But Christ
Once Christ becomes the most 
cherished desire of a soul, everything 
that had been dear and profitable till 
then would quickly fade in its appeal 
and significance to that person’s 
thoughts. The apostle Paul was such 
a person. Since his soul embraced 
Christ as his Saviour and Lord, he had 
been totally captivated by the glory of 
Christ. Nothing had ever fascinated 
his soul as much as Christ’s love, grace, 
truth, glory and His person. Everything 
that he once considered “gain” became 
worthless and unappealing. And 
all that impeded his single-minded 
devotion to Christ were utterly 
repulsive, and rejected right away as 
“loss”. Hence his confession: “But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ” (Philippians 3:7).

Interestingly, the word “loss” 
(zēmía) was used in Acts 27:21, with 
reference to the valuable goods which 
the mariners threw out into the sea, for 
the sake of the lives of people on board 
the ship who were imperilled by a great 
storm. Like those mariners, for the 

loss 
(Greek zēmía) 

Here in Acts 27:21, 
this word is used 

in reference to the 
tossing out of valuable 

goods from a ship in 
order to save the lives 

of people
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sake of his life with Christ, Paul saw it 
fit to cast off everything that had been 
once utterly important to him.

In the previous two verses, Paul 
listed the things which were once of 
great importance to him. He had placed 
all his confidence in them in the past: 
“Circumcised the eighth day, of the 
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching 
the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, 
persecuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless” (Philippians 3:5-6).

Seven natural advantages and 
attainments are listed here. The 
first four in the list constitute his 
prestigious heritage which he had 
inherited by birth—the circumcision 
he had received as the sign of the 
covenant, being of the stock of Israel, 
hailing from the tribe of Benjamin, 
and as a pureblooded Hebrew son 
of Hebrew parents. Those things 
were very important to him, for they 
gave him great confidence about his 
rights, position and prominence 
in the Jewish society.

The next three in the list speak of 
his works as he lived out his privileged 
heritage. As a scholar par excellence 
of the Old Testament, especially the 
Law, Paul distinguished himself as a 
formidably knowledgeable Pharisee 
(the strictest religious sect of the day), 
as well as an unyielding, stringent 
guardian of the Mosaic Law. In his 
zeal to upkeep the Jewish laws and 
customs, he deemed the Christian 
faith as deviant from and therefore a 
threat to the Mosaic Law. No quarter 
was given as he went about persecuting 
the Christian churches throughout 

the region. Besides, being consumed 
by a meticulous judiciousness in 
carrying out the law to the letter, he 
prided himself on establishing his 
own righteousness according to the 
law, and was perceived as “blameless”. 
No wonder that he attained a highly 
respectable and prestigious status in 
the Jewish society of his day.

However, the converted and 
spiritually enlightened Paul said in 
our text that he had renounced all 
those fleshly confidence puffed up 
by human endowments through 
birthright and self-achievement, in 
order to gain Christ. Once he thought 
them to be of gain, for they brought 
glory to him personally. However, they 
were of no profit in the spiritual realm; 
they did not bring glory to God who 
sent His Son to be the Saviour of His 
people. Having Christ as his Saviour 
and Lord far surpassed the reputation 
and everything else he had in the past 
obtained in the religion of Judaism. 
Hence, he counted the past gains as 
loss so as to gain Christ, who alone 
could grant him the righteousness of 
God. Nothing else really mattered to 
him anymore. Indeed, as Jim Elliot, a 
great missionary, once said: “He is no 
fool to give what he cannot keep to gain 
what he cannot lose.”

“He is no fool to give 
what he cannot keep 

to gain what he cannot 
lose.”—Jim Elliot*
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Nothing Less Than 
the Utmost for Christ
Following his miraculous conversion, 
Paul received his unmistakable and 
specific call to be a preacher of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles 
and Jews alike (cf. Acts 9:1-20). Upon 
his unambivalent call, he “conferred 
not with flesh and blood: neither went 
… up to Jerusalem to them which were 
apostles” (Galatians 1:16b-17a), but 
went away and spent much time alone 
communing with the Lord for the next 
three years (cf. Galatians 1:17b-18a). 
During these three rather solitary 
years, Paul must have reflected on 
how sincerely mistaken he had been 
all his (scholarly and religious) life. For 
sure, he had a good grasp of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. But without 
being granted spiritual sight, he could 
not fully grasp divine truths. He was 
“so near, yet so far”! Now that he was 
born-again and illumined by the Spirit 
of truth Himself, clear perception of 
the Scriptures (which he had known 
so well intellectually) began to dawn 
upon him over time. He would have 
experienced great thrill and joy, and 
must have sensed his heart burning 
within him while the Spirit opened 
to him the Scriptures—which all 
point towards Christ.

With full spiritual perception 
granted (regarding the Messiah’s 
first coming), and his theological 
convictions re-oriented and firmly 
grounded on God’s Word, Paul became 
a changed man. From then on, his 
Christian life was characterised by 
an unstoppable zeal for Christ. He 
did not want to be weighed down by 
his past experiences or distracted by 
the present issues. This he testified in 
Philippians 3:13, “but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before”. He became 
a man on fire and with a mission—to 
right all the wrongs he had done and 
taught. Living “for the word of God, 
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” 
would become his “this one thing I do”, 
i.e. his single-minded preoccupation. 
Hence his declaration of his life’s all-
consuming goal in the next verse: “I 
press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 3:14). By all scriptural 
accounts, Paul’s life had certainly been 
lived with this end in view.

This declaration of Paul bears 
witness to his determination to pursue, 
with earnestness and diligence, 
‘the mark’ that he had aimed at. He 
would not yield to any dissuasion or 
opposition that would come before 

“…but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 

things which are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

—Philippians 3:13b–14
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him. His mind was genuinely and 
firmly set on the goal. Why was Paul so 
resolute in his Christian life? Because 
he was captivated by “the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus”! 
His foremost desire was ‘the prize’ (or 
the reward) which God had called him 
to attain. He regarded it as “the high 
calling of God”, far superior and nobler 
than any earthly goal. It was above all 
other human agendas and persuasions, 
for it was God’s appointment for him. 
As a Christian, it was his highest, 
greatest, grandest and utmost passion!

The certainty of the mark of this 
high calling that God had given him is 
grounded “in Christ Jesus”. Knowing 
that “all the promises of God in him 
(Christ) are yea, and in him Amen, unto 
the glory of God by us” (2 Corinthians 
1:20), Paul had utmost confidence that 
the prize that God gives “in Christ 
Jesus” to His people is imperishable. 
This he affirmed in 1 Corinthians 
9:25—“And every man that striveth for 
the mastery is temperate in all things. 
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible 
crown; but we an incorruptible.” So, 

all his life as a Christian, his heart was 
fixed on that celestial, eternal prize; he 
never let anything distract him from 
it. When he approached the end of his 
earthly life, he exclaimed with great 
expectancy, “Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8)!

Conclusion
Dear saints, may we, like Paul, live with 
that end (of our eternal inheritance in 
Christ) in view. Our eternal inheritance 
in Christ demands our maximum 
exertion all through our life for His 
glory. Following in the footsteps of 
Paul, may our heart be stirred to live 
our life for Christ and serve Him with 
enthusiasm and zeal. As Hebrews 
12:28 exhorts us, “Wherefore we 
receiving a kingdom which cannot 
be moved, let us have grace, whereby 
we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear”. E

*If you would like to learn more on the life of Jim Elliot, his story is recounted in the Children’s Pages of 
Bible Witness Vol. 19 Iss. 3, 4, & 5, and Vol. 20 Iss. 1.
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PRABHUDAS KOSHY

(COLOSSIANS 3:2)

SET YOUR AFFECTION 
ON THINGS ABOVE

Christians are to be a passionate 
people. Their passions in 
life have to be different from 

those which they cherished prior to 
their conversion. They have a new 
passion, which Paul described in 
Colossians 3:2 (when he gave this 
urging to the Christians): “Set your 
affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth.”

Beware of Being 
Earth-Bound
Modern Christianity has, unfortunately, 
become earthly-minded, consciously 
pursuing worldliness and disregarding 
the biblical exhortation to live with 
heavenly-mindedness. Many are 
seduced to think that “a person may 
be so heavenly-minded that he is of no 
earthly good”! They seem to despise 
the blessed hope of heaven, as their 
thinking has become earth-bound.

That is why the apostle Paul, while 
exhorting us to be heavenly-minded, 
also takes pains to caution us not to 

be earthly-minded—dwelling “not 
on things on the earth” (Colossians 
3:2b). Our affections should not be 
placed on wealth and health, houses 
and lands, honour and pleasure, etc. 
Neither should our passions be after 
the worldly fashions and corrupting 
entertainments of this world. Worldly 
lusts must be denied, “for the grace 
of God that bringeth salvation … 
teach[es] us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world” (Titus 2:12). The deeds 
of the flesh, which are sinful, must 
be mortified. No provision should be 
made for the encroachment of worldly 
allurements, which all appeal to the 
flesh and to the carnal mind. “Because 
the carnal mind is enmity against God: 
for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. So then they 
that are in the flesh cannot please God” 
(Romans 8:7-8). Hence the Scriptural 
admonition: “Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh” (Galatians 5:16)!

Knowing that the Spirit and the 
flesh are diametrically opposed to 
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each other as “these are contrary the 
one to the other” (Galatians 5:17b), the 
spiritual reality is clear: While Christ 
and heaven draw us upwards (through 
the Spirit), the earth and its charms 
and allurements draw us downwards 
(through the flesh). Let us not yield to 
the pull of earthly things, but earnestly 
pursue heavenly things. Let us not love 
things that are earthly and perishing, 
but heavenly and everlasting. In a 
word, set your affection on things 
above, not on “the world, neither the 
things that are in the world … For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life … passeth away … but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever” (1 John 2:15-17).

Brethren, we must not be seduced 
by the world’s vanity. Let us pray that 
the Holy Spirit by His Word will stir our 

hearts and minds to stretch out for the 
things of heaven. If our minds would 
remain trapped within the confines 
of this perishing world, we shall not 
enjoy the power and hope of heaven. 
Be not deceived: those “whose end is 
destruction, whose God is their belly, 
and whose glory is in their shame” 
are the very ones “who mind earthly 
things” (Philippians 3:19)!

Be Allured by 
Higher Things
The apostle Paul is fully aware of this 
treacherous danger plaguing the 
church from within, arising from the 
undue pressure to be “conformed to (the 
affluent lifestyles, among other things, 
of) this world” (Romans 12:2a), and 
the relentless temptation to “enjoy the 
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set your affection 
(Greek phroneo) 
“to direct one’s mind 
to something; in this 
case, Paul instrusts us 
to direct our minds to 
Christ and heavenly 
things”

pleasures of sin for a season” (Hebrews 
11:25b). Hence his impassioned 
injunction in Colossians 3:2.

Now, in that verse, the Greek verb 
(phroneo) translated as “set your 
affection” means “direct your mind 
to something”. Christians’ thoughts 
should be directed to Christ and the 
heavenly domain where He now dwells. 
As that is our ultimate destination, so 
it must be our preoccupation while we 
live on this earth. We are to be heavenly-
minded (“on things above”), because as 
Paul reminds us in Philippians 3:20, 
“For our conversation is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ”. Dear Christian, 
what are your ardent interests? The 
great object of our contemplation 
should be the celestial city that Jesus 
prepares for us. Readiness for that final 
home must be our greatest passion on 
earth. May we, like those “so great a 
cloud of witnesses” who have all gone 
before us, “[look] for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God” (Hebrews 11:10), and “desire a 
better country, that is, an heavenly: 
wherefore God is not ashamed to be 
called [our] God” (Hebrews 11:16).

Such heavenly-mindedness does not 
render us unprofitable or uninvolved 
in our earthly responsibilities and 
endeavours, as wrongly perceived by 
many misguided modern churchgoers. 
Far from being of no earthly good, 
the truth is that heavenly-minded 
Christians are the most effective 
servants of God on earth! The more we 
focus on eternity, the greater the impact 
we will have on earth for God’s glory, 
and for the salvation and edification 
of souls. Moreover, heavenly-minded 
people can discern and dispel the 

corrupting, destructive powers of 
worldliness. They are motivated and 
determined, courageous and hopeful, 
for they work out their calling in this 
life. This working out of one’s calling is 
in view of the glorious, eternal rewards 
from the soon coming King. Didn’t 
Jesus say that at the end of the age, “the 
Son of man shall come in the glory of 
his Father with his angels; and then 
he shall reward every man according 
to his works” (Matthew 16:27)? These 
works are “good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk 
in them” (Ephesians 2:10), we being 
His workmanship. “For it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure … that ye may be 
blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom ye shine as lights in the world” 
(Philippians 2:13, 15)!

We Christians, who are journeying 
to heaven, must “set [our] affection 
on things above, not on things on 
the earth”, for “our conversation 
(i.e. conduct, manner of life) is in 
heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” 
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(Philippians 3:20). Christians must 
always be conscious and deliberate to 
prefer and pursue heavenly and eternal 
matters, above earthly and carnal 
matters. Unless our affections are set 
on the heavenly matters, we will never 
seek after them in a proper manner. As 
we “pass the time of [our] sojourning 
here (on earth) in fear” (1 Peter 1:17b), 
let Christ and heavenly things be our 

greatest concern, passion and pursuit. 
Let us be desirous of everything that 
fixes our eyes on heaven and its eternal 
glory. As the hymn-writer reminds us,

“I am resolved no longer to linger, 
Charmed by the world’s delight; 

Things that are higher, 
things that are nobler—

These have allured my sight.” E

Preview images for the upcoming

My Soul’s Delight (Vol. 2)

Please pray for 
the illustrators 
and BWMM staff 
as they work on 
the production of 
this devotional for 
children. God willing, 
it will be ready for 
Christmas.
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HUDSON TAYLOR 
(1832-1905)

PART III

Retold from:
• “To China With Love” by Hudson Taylor, published by Dimension Books, Bethany Fellowship, 

Inc., Minneapolis, Minnesota, the United States
• “Hudson Taylor—God’s Man in China” by Dr & Mrs Howard Taylor, published by Moody Press, 

Chicago, Illinois, the United States
• “Hudson Taylor and Maria, Pioneers in China” by J. C. Pollock, published by Kingsway 

Publications Ltd, the United Kingdom
• “God’s Adventurer” by Phyllis Thompson, published by Overseas Missionary Fellowship (IHQ) 

Ltd, Singapore

RETOLD BY JENNY LOK
ILLUSTRATED BY ANDRONICUS KOSHY

As soon as Dr Hardey left for his home, which was just across his clinic, 
Hudson knelt down before the Lord and, in a broken voice, poured out all his 
disappointment and helplessness. It was a long while before he could thank and 
praise God once more.

Hudson spent the rest of the Saturday evening studying God’s Word and 
preparing messages to minister to those living in the lodging houses in the vicinity 
the following day. When the clock struck ten, Hudson began to gather his overcoat 
and start on his journey home. All of a sudden, he heard footsteps in the garden 
outside the clinic. It was Dr Hardey who was approaching the clinic. He chuckled 
merrily as he came in. 
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“Well, well, well. Imagine, one of my richest patients has just come to 
pay his doctor’s bill! Was it not an odd thing to do? He could have sent in a 
cheque on any other day!”

Momentarily, Hudson had forgotten about his money woes, and laughed in 
amusement over this queer incident. 

Dr Hardey recorded the amount in the ledger, and was on the verge of leaving 
when he hastily passed some of the bank notes to Hudson, saying, “By the way, 
Taylor, you might as well take these notes. I have not any change, but can give you 
the balance next week.”

Truly, Hudson’s heart was overflowing with gratitude and praise to God 
Almighty for His unfailing love and provisions! This incident was a wonderful 
reminder to Hudson that God is always faithful and He would never forsake His 
beloved servant when he entered the ministry in China.

As the days went by, the need to advance in his medical studies weighed 
heavier and heavier on Hudson’s mind. He felt strongly that a medical course 
at the London Hospital would provide excellent training for his future work in 
China. As was his usual habit, he laid his desire before God in prayer. For the next 
2 months, Hudson prayed fervently, and God comforted and encouraged him, 
particularly from Psalm 37:4-5,

With only a small sum of money in his hands, Hudson was initially fearful to quit 
his job with Dr Hardey at Hull. Would he trust God completely to take care of all 
his needs in London? Once again, God’s Word spoke to him from Matthew 6:31-32,
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While waiting upon the Lord, Hudson received two offers of help for his studies 
in London. The first was from his father, who was more than willing to pay for 
his expenses in London. Another similar offer came from the committee of the 
Chinese Evangelization Society (CES) through its secretary, Mr George Pearse, 
whom Hudson loved and respected as a friend. Hudson prayed for God’s wisdom 
upon the matter. In the end, he decided to inform both parties of the other’s 
offered help to him. As Hudson continued to pray to God for guidance, he was 
convinced that he should just trust in God alone for his studies in London at this 
time. Therefore, Hudson wrote to both his father and the CES to decline their 
kind offers. Now, he would simply rely on the Lord and see how He would work to 
confirm his desire to serve in China.

As soon as Hudson arrived in London, he met up with his uncle, Benjamin 
Hudson, a cheerful and friendly man. Uncle Benjamin was well-known in his 
community and could easily help him get an apprenticeship, but Hudson chose 
to obtain recommendation from the CES instead. Hudson was also glad that his 
cousin, Tom, was willing to share his attic room in Soho with him, which greatly 
helped to save some money on his lodging expenses. Despite that, living in London 
was not quite the same as in Hull previously. Hudson realised he needed to be 
even more thrifty this time. So his daily diet was: brown bread for both breakfast 
and supper, and apples for lunch. To get to the hospital and the medical school, 
Hudson simply walked – and that meant an average total of 8 or 9 miles per day!

At about this time, Hudson received an urgent request from his former 
landlady, who was still residing at Drainside in Hull. She needed Hudson’s help 
to forward her husband’s salary (half-pay) speedily as her rent was due. The 
landlady’s husband was actually the chief officer of a ship based in London and 
all this while, Hudson had been helping to remit his half-pay for free. However, 
this time round, Hudson was in the midst of preparing for his examination. To 
save time, he decided to use his own money first and refund himself later when 
he visited the shipping office. When Hudson finally did find time to do so, he 
discovered to his horror that he could not get a single cent back – for the said 
chief officer had abandoned his ship for the “gold diggings”! Hudson was truly at a 
loss, but he did not fret. Once again, God’s peace and comfort filled his heart as he 
remembered his desire to place himself completely in the hands of God and trust 
Him for daily provisions.

That very evening, Hudson planned to get ready some writing papers for his 
lectures. Using a needle, he carefully sewed some sheets of paper together. 
Suddenly, he felt a sharp pain. Looking down on his right hand, he realised that he 
had pricked the first finger. “This is nothing serious,” he thought, and did not pay 
any attention to it after that. 

The following day, Hudson continued with his work at the hospital as usual. 
He was to finish his dissecting task which he had started the day before. His 
stomach felt queasy when he looked upon the dead body of one who had died of 
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fever! Hudson knew he had to be extra careful lest he scratched himself and be 
infected. Before late morning, Hudson began to feel extremely tired. He went on 
with his round at the surgical wards till noon, when he suddenly fell ill. Feeling 
dizzy, Hudson promptly drank some cold water to revive himself and then went 
on with his lecture on surgery. However, by the time the second lecture had 
ended, he started to experience great 
pain in his entire arm and on the 
right side of his body. 

Eventually, Hudson could 
not bear it anymore and told 
a very skilful surgeon, “I don’t 
know what has come over me. I 
am feeling terribly sick!” After 
listening attentively to Hudson’s 
description of his symptoms, the 
surgeon replied, “You must have cut 
yourself in dissecting, and you know 
that this is a case of malignant fever.” 
The surgeon’s words jolted Hudson’s 
memory, and he immediately recalled how 
he had pricked his finger the evening before. 

Feeling rather nervous, Hudson asked the 
surgeon, “Is it possible that a prick from a needle 
could have been still unclosed?” 

“Yes, very likely: This was likely the cause of your 
trouble,” he replied. 

The surgeon added, “You better take a cab and get 
home fast and arrange your affairs before it is too late, for 
you are a dead man!”

For a moment, Hudson was too shocked for words. The thought 
of being unable to be a missionary to China made him very sad. 
Nevertheless, the peace of God filled his heart and he told the surgeon, 
“Unless I am greatly mistaken, I have work to do in China, and shall not 
die.” Knowing that the surgeon does not believe in God and His forgiveness 
of sins through His only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, Hudson seized 
the opportunity to briefly share with the surgeon that to die was to be with God 
forever. He assured the doctor that unless it was God’s will, he would not die, for 
he had much work to do in China. 

“This is all very well, Hudson, but you better hurry home in a cab, for you have 
no time to lose. Very soon, you’ll be incapable of winding up your affairs!”
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Hudson knew that he had no means to take a cab home. So he decided to walk 
instead. After a short distance, Hudson felt so weak that he could hardly take a 
step further. He had no choice but to get on an omnibus, one after another, in 
order to reach the place behind Soho Square where he stayed.

Once he reached his unit, Hudson tried to wash up and then slowly cut open the 
wound in his finger to release the poisonous blood. It was so painful that he lost 
consciousness! When he came around, Hudson realised that he was lying on his 
own bed. His uncle and a stranger stood by his bed, looking rather anxious. The 
stranger was none other than his uncle’s personal doctor, who was an assistant 
surgeon at the Westminster Hospital. To Hudson’s surprise and relief, he was 
told that his daily simple diet of bread and water had actually helped to save his 
life. According to the surgeon, Hudson had little chance of survival if he had been 
enjoying rich food and alcoholic drinks (which he had never consumed). 

Before leaving, the doctor advised, “But now, you must keep up your strength, 
for it will be a pretty hard struggle.”

(To be continued)

“Aaron’s Rod Budded 
and Blossomed” 
(Artwork by 
Julius Schnorr von 
Carolsfeld)

Answers to Bible Trivia—Numbers 16 (Vol. 20, Iss. 3, pp. 24–25)
Part 1: (1) F; (2) T; (3) T; (4) F; (5) T; (6) F; (7) T; (8) T; (9) F 

Part 2: REBELLION
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BIBLE TRIVIA—NUMBERS 17
SARAH YONG

After punishing those who had rebelled, the LORD wanted to show the 
children of Israel that the priestly office was ordained by God, not man. 

1. Read Numbers 17, and then fill in each blank in the passage 
below with a suitable answer taken from the verses.  

The LORD asked Moses to gather a rod from each of the (1) _ _ _ _ _ _  
tribes of Israel. According to the house of their (2) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , every 
man’s name would be written on his (3) _ _ _ . Then Moses would lay 
up these rods in the tabernacle of the congregation. The rod of God’s 
chosen priest would (4) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,  which should serve to put to an 
end any murmuring among the people. 

The next day, Moses went into the (5) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  of witness, and 
saw that only the rod of Aaron for the (6) _ _ _ _ _  of Levi had budded, 
and blossomed, and yielded (7) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  All the other rods were 
returned unto the children of Israel, but Aaron's rod was kept for a 
(8) _ _ _ _ _  against the detractors, for the LORD had chosen Aaron and 
his sons for the ministry of the priesthood. 

2. Use each respective answer 
from Part 1 to complete the 
crossword below, by filling 
it in the matching numbered 
row or column accordingly.

5 7

3

4

2

8 6

1



UPCOMING 
BIBLE WITNESS 
PUBLICATIONS

In the coming months, Bible Witness Media Ministry hopes to publish a number of 
Christian resources for the edification of all believers. Please pray for all the BWMM 
staff involved in this work, and that all the publications will be made ready in a 
timely manner.

Bible Witness Magazines 
(volume 20 Issues 5 & 6)
In this time of Covid-19 pandemic, the delivery of physical copies 
of our magazines might be delayed. You may view our entire 
archives at biblewitness.com/magazine.

Chinese Translation of “365 Daily Exhortations 
from God’s Word”
Pastor Prabhudas Koshy’s devotional book has been translated 
into Chinese. God willing, it will be ready for 2021. 

My Soul’s Delight (Volume 2)
A children’s devotional book. This is the second volume of “My 
Soul’s Delight”. 

Booklets on Contemporary and Doctrinal Issues
In the offing—a spiritually instructive booklet dealing with 
modesty issues, and a hard-hitting booklet that looks squarely 
at homosexuality issues, and others.

Bible Witness Calendar for 2021
God willing, we will be publishing desk and wall calendars based 
on the “Be” sayings from the Bible.


