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HONOURING GOD
PRABHUDAS KOSHY

Honouring God is to exalt 
and glorify Him as supreme, 
holy, good, just and worthy 

of reverence. It is to give God the 
reverence and respect which is His due. 
“Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only wise God, be honour 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen” 
(1 Timothy 1:17). God is “the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light which 
no man can approach unto; whom no 
man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be 
honour and power everlasting. Amen” 
(1 Timothy 6:15b-16).

A careful reader of the Scriptures 
would know that honouring or 
glorifying God is every man’s highest 
duty. Christians should always be 

mindful to ascribe honour to God, for 
God has said in 1 Samuel 2:30, “them 
that honour me I will honour, and 
they that despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed” (cf. Malachi 1:6).

Why Honour 
God Always
Here are some biblical reasons why we 
should honour God always.

1. He is the God of glory and honour. 
He is “clothed with honour and 
majesty” (Psalm 104:1). “Glory 
and honour are in his presence” (1 
Chronicles 16:27a). “Honour and 
majesty are before him: strength 
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HONOURING GOD

and beauty are in his sanctuary” 
(Psalm 96:6). Honour belongs 
to the Triune God—the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. So, 
we must always be committed 
to His honour in all that we do, 
every day of our lives.

2. God is to be honoured because of 
His greatness. Psalm 104:1 declares, 
“…O LORD my God, thou art very 
great; thou art clothed with honour 
and majesty” (cf. Psalms 29:1-4; 
96:6). The purpose of this psalm 
is to remind all readers that they 
should contemplate God’s glory 
and power displayed throughout 
His magnificent creation. As the 
panorama of God’s created order 
passes before man’s eyes, he must 
be stirred to ascribe praise and 
honour to God for all His glorious 
perfections (His attributes) shown 
forth by the majesty and beauty 
of His magnificent creation. God’s 
honour, evidenced by His creating, 
governing, judging, renewing of 
the nature around us, must always 
be highly esteemed and praised. His 
glorious power, taken along with 
His goodness, His justice, His love, 
His holiness and His compassion, 
would help us to appreciate 
and honour His perfections 
individually and collectively.

3. God claims a father’s right of 
honour for Himself. He requires 
us to possess the filial spirit 
that renders honour to Him. In 
Malachi 1:6, the LORD said, “A son 
honoureth his father, and a servant 
his master: if then I be a father, 
where is mine honour?” In the same 
verse, He also claims to Himself 
a master’s honour—“and if I be a 

If God bestows upon us the 
highest honour we can ever 
receive by saving us from 
shame and peril to honour 
and eternal glory, how shall 
we not honour him?

master, where is my fear? saith the 
LORD of hosts unto you”. He then 
reprimanded Israel’s priests for 
their failure to render the honour 
due to Him—“O priests, that despise 
my name. And ye say, Wherein have 
we despised thy name?” God points 
out to them their guilt of omission 
in their not ascribing to Him His 
due honour by asking, “Where is 
mine honour?” It is our duty to 
render filial honour to God as our 
great Heavenly Father through 
reverence, duty, and submission, 
just like children would do to their 
parents in this world.

4. God is the fountain of true honour—
“Both riches and honour come of 
thee” (1 Chronicles 29:12a; cf. 2 
Chronicles 1:12). In fact, in Psalm 
21:5, David speaks of the glory and 
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honour that God lays on His child 
in salvation—“His glory is great in 
thy salvation: honour and majesty 
hast thou laid upon him.” If God 
bestows upon us the highest honour 
we can ever receive by saving us 
from shame and peril to honour 
and eternal glory, how shall we not 
honour him? All through eternity, 
His redeemed, together with all 
the celestial beings, shall ascribe 
honour and worship to our God. 
Indeed, Revelation 19:1 records for 
us, “I heard a great voice of much 
people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; 
Salvation, and glory, and honour, 
and power, unto the Lord our God”.

5. God promises, as His reward, to 
honour all who will honour Him (1 
Samuel 2:30). It pleases Him that 
His people honour Him. Jesus also 
has repeatedly emphasised that 
everyone who honours Him as the 
Son of God through their obedient 
service to Him, will undoubtedly 
be honoured by the Father. “If 
any man serve me, let him follow 
me; and where I am, there shall 
also my servant be: if any man 
serve me, him will my Father 
honour” (John 12:26). 

Ways to Honour God
Scripture declares why we should 
always be concerned about God’s 
honour in our lives, and also how 
we should honour Him. Below is a 
summary of Scripture’s instructions on 
how we should give honour to God.

1. To honour God, we must render 
praise and thanksgiving in worship 
and service unto His name. 

Scripture exhorts us to “sing forth 
the honour of his name: make 
his praise glorious” (Psalm 66:2; 
cf. Psalms 71:8; 104:1; 1 Timothy 
1:17; 6:16). Our God has declared, 
“Whoso offereth praise glorifieth 
me” (Psalm 50:23). We must be 
grateful to God for His goodness 
so that we may honour and glorify 
Him (cf. Psalms 66:2; 71:8).

2. We must honour God by ascribing 
greatness to His name. The Bible 
teaches that God’s people ought to 
be fond of magnifying His name 
by describing His greatness and 
mighty works. So, we must speak 
of His incomparable excellence and 
honour Him—“I will praise thee, O 
Lord my God, with all my heart: and 
I will glorify thy name for evermore” 
(Psalm 86:12; cf. Psalms 8:1, 9).

3. Magnifying His Word by believing 
and obeying its truth is one sure 
way to honour God. The psalmist 
said, “I will . . . praise thy name 
for thy lovingkindness and for 
thy truth: for thou hast magnified 
thy word above all thy name” 
(Psalms 138:2; 56:10-11).

4. Remembering to keep the day 
of worship holy for the honour 
of God is required of His people. 
Through the prophet Isaiah, the 
LORD said, “If thou turn away thy 
foot from the sabbath, from doing 
thy pleasure on my holy day; and 
call the sabbath a delight, the holy 
of the LORD, honourable; and 
shalt honour him, not doing thine 
own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own 
words: then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the LORD; and I will cause 
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thee to ride upon the high places 
of the earth, and feed thee with the 
heritage of Jacob thy father: for the 
mouth of the LORD hath spoken 
it” (Isaiah 58:13-14; cf. Exodus 
20:8; Deuteronomy 5:12).

5. Delighting in God’s house, where 
His people worship His name, 
honours God. Psalm 26:8 says, 
“LORD, I have loved the habitation 
of thy house, and the place where 
thine honour dwelleth.” Like 
David’s testimony in Psalm 27:4, 
we also ought to give honour to the 
LORD—“One thing have I desired 
of the LORD, that will I seek after; 
that I may dwell in the house of 
the LORD all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the LORD, and 
to enquire in his temple” (cf. Psalm 
63:2; Hebrews 10:25).

6. Jesus has insisted that honouring 
God requires a genuinely reverential 
heart devoted to His glory. Without 
inner consecration, all expressions 
of praise, worship and service 
are abominable and worthless in 
bringing honour to God. Quoting 
the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 29:13), 
Jesus condemned the hypocritical, 
insincere, superficial reverence of 
the Jews—“This people draweth 
nigh unto me with their mouth, 
and honoureth me with their lips; 
but their heart is far from me” 
(Matthew 15:8; cf. Mark 7:6).

7. Jesus has also emphasised that only 
by honouring Him can one honour 
God—“That all men should honour 
the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not 
the Son honoureth not the Father 
which hath sent him” (John 5:23). 

We must honour God by 
ascribing greatness to His 
name. The Bible teaches 
that God’s people ought to 
be fond of magnifying His 
name by describing His 
greatness and mighty works. 
So, we must speak of His 
incomparable excellence 
and honour Him.

No matter how high an honour the 
world might put upon a man, if that 
man rejects or dishonours Christ, 
he shall be unworthy of the ultimate 
divine honour from God. Likewise, 
when a man honours Christ, the 
Father’s honour is not diminished; 
on the contrary, it is affirmed.

8. Giving to the Lord’s work and His 
servants honours God. Every child 
of God is exhorted to “Honour the 
LORD with thy substance, and with 
the firstfruits of all thine increase” 
(Proverbs 3:9). With our tithes 
and offerings of thanksgiving, we 
must honour God as the Source of 
all our blessings. Matthew Henry 
comments, “God, who is the first 
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and best, must have the first and 
best of everything; his right is prior 
to all other, and therefore he must 
be served first.” Furthermore, when 
we support the Lord’s work and His 
servants, He is honoured and well-
pleased (Philippians 4:17-18).

9. Showing mercy and compassion 
to those who are poor and needy is 
yet another biblical way to render 
honour to the Lord. God has given 
His people many stipulations 
concerning the care of the poor 
and needy (cf. Leviticus 25:35-
36; Deuteronomy 15:11; Proverbs 
19:17); He has even categorically 
said, “He that oppresseth the poor 
reproacheth his Maker: but he that 
honoureth him hath mercy on the 
poor” (Proverbs 14:31). It is God’s 
good will that the impoverished 
ones are not forsaken, and it is 
to His honour when we, as His 
servants, care for the poor.

10. Living a holy life is rendering 
oneself to be an honourable and 
useful vessel for God. So, Scripture 
exhorts every child of God to 

cleanse himself from pollutions 
of sin—“If a man therefore purge 
himself from these, he shall be a 
vessel unto honour, sanctified, 
and meet for the master’s use, 
and prepared unto every good 
work” (2 Timothy 2:21). Without 
holy living, no one can bring 
honour to God (cf. 1 Corinthians 
6:18-20; Romans 12:1-2).

Conclusion
Honouring God is essentially 
recognising and trusting Christ, whom 
God has given to be our Saviour and 
Lord, as well as obeying all His holy 
commandments to live a life of holiness 
and service to His glory. Consequently, 
we must individually and corporately 
worship Him in reverence and purity 
while seeking to declare His saving 
name to the nations.

REV. DR PRABHUDAS KOSHY is the 
pastor of Gethsemane Bible-Presbyterian 
Church, Singapore, and the editor of 
Bible Witness Magazine.

HONOURING GOD IS ESSENTIALLY RECOGNISING 
AND TRUSTING CHRIST, WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN 

TO BE OUR SAVIOUR AND LORD, AS WELL AS 
OBEYING ALL HIS HOLY COMMANDMENTS TO LIVE 
A LIFE OF HOLINESS AND SERVICE TO HIS GLORY.
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HONOUR THE PROPHET!

HONOUR THE PROPHET!
(MATTHEW 13:57)

REGGOR B. GALARPE

During the Lord’s earthly 
ministry, it was a familiar sight 
to see great multitudes following 

Him, desiring to hear Him speak or 
be healed by Him of their sicknesses 
and diseases, or simply being amazed 
and held spellbound by His miracles. 
Whether it be on the mount, or by 
the seaside, or even in somebody’s 
home, people loved to flock and gather 
round Him. The result: His fame went 
throughout the region and beyond 
(cf. Matthew 4:23–25)! 

However, in the midst of it all, there 
was one place of which the Lord had 
to lamentably declare these words: “A 
prophet is not without honour, save in 
his own country, and in his own house” 

(Matthew 13:57b). In saying this, the 
Lord was referring to His hometown 
of Nazareth and to those among His 
family. Naturally speaking, the one 
place where we can expect to receive 
a warm welcome would be in our own 
hometown, among our own people and 
our own family—but it was not the case 
with the Lord! The reason being that 
“they were offended in him” (Matthew 
13:57a). In fact, in Luke’s gospel 
account, we read of how the people 
of Nazareth, though initially amazed 
by His preaching, were thereafter so 
offended that they angrily drove Him 
out of the city and led Him unto the 
brow of the hill, with the intent of 
throwing Him headlong down the cliff 
(Luke 4:16–29)! Why?
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A Sad Reality
The people of Nazareth were 
incredulous that Jesus, one of their own 
townsfolk, spoke with such wisdom 
and power. In fact, they wondered with 
disdain: “Is not this the carpenter’s son? 
is not his mother called Mary? and his 
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, 
and Judas? And his sisters, are they not 
all with us? Whence then hath this man 
all these things?” (Matthew 13:55–56). 
No doubt about it, the people sensed 
a unique authority in the words of our 
Lord, and that there was something 
about His teachings that must have 
pricked them. But instead of receiving 
and believing all that the Lord had 
said, they were offended (v. 57a). The 
people took offence at His humble 
birth and were contemptuous of the 

While we no longer have 
prophets of that sort in 
our time, we still have 
“prophets” today who “forth-
tell” or expound the Word of 
God. They are the pastors 
and preachers who labour 
hard to faithfully preach and 
proclaim God’s inspired, 
inerrant, infallible and 
preserved Word.

ordinary circumstances of His family. 
They were too proud to be taught by 
one whom they considered as inferior, 
hence they questioned His authority 
and wisdom. They questioned how 
He obtained such things, as they 
just could not believe hearing such 
remarkable things from Him.

In raising their questions, they 
were actually looking down on Jesus. 
“Who does this carpenter’s son think 
he is? He is no scribe and he comes 
from a family of no special pedigree. 
How dare he speak to us this way?” We 
often hear it said: “Familiarity breeds 
contempt.” There is something about 
familiarity that affects the way we 
respond to people. We tend to think 
differently about people whom we 
don’t know well; we seem to be more 
interested to hear from them and treat 
them with high regard. On the other 
hand, it can be so easy to feel differently 
towards the people we know; we take 
them for granted and even treat them 
lightly. Why? Because we believe 
that we know them well! Thus, we 
think of them as ordinary people and 
treat them casually. 

In our Lord’s case, the people were 
familiar with Him and His upbringing. 
They knew this carpenter’s son’s family 
well; there was nothing remarkable 
in their family background. Lacking a 
formal education, Jesus should not be 
able to teach with the sort of authority 
that He was conveying. And so, they 
esteemed Him lightly—even with 
contempt! This is saddening, for in their 
disdainful treatment of the Lord, they 
missed the blessings, including the 
potential divine acts that the Lord might 
have performed in their midst—“And 
he did not many mighty works there 
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because of their unbelief ” (Matthew 
13:58). Most of all, they missed knowing 
Jesus as the Messiah!

This sad reality is true today, 
as can be seen from most people’s 
attitude towards the preachers of the 
Gospel whom they tend to hold in low 
regard. Their prejudices can be due 
to the preachers’ personal or family 
background, lack of secular educational 
attainments, (even) appearance and 
looks, etc. The sad consequence is that 
they miss the blessings in refusing 
to listen to or even rejecting the 
message being preached by some 
preachers who do not measure up to 
their misguided standard.

A Sacred 
Responsibility
The prophets of old were called by God 
and consecrated for a specific task to 
speak forth what the Lord had revealed 
to them. That involved “foretelling”, i.e. 
proclaiming in advance what the Lord 
had decreed to happen in the future 
(especially pertaining to the end times), 
as in the case of the Old Testament 
prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
and Daniel, among many others. They 
were the “oracles” through whom 
God would convey His message for 
the people. Undeniably, they all had 
their share of rejection, opposition and 
persecution. Yet they remained true 
and faithful to their calling. 

While we no longer have prophets 
of that sort in our time, we still have 
“prophets” today who “forth-tell” or 
expound the Word of God. They are 
the pastors and preachers who labour 

hard to faithfully preach and proclaim 
God’s inspired, inerrant, infallible and 
preserved Word. They “preach the word 
… in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2), “holding 
forth the word of life” (Philippians 
2:16)! As they go about fulfilling their 
sacred task, realise that we also have our 
sacred responsibility towards them—to 
honour them and treat them with high 
regard for their work’s sake. Consider 
the following verses:

• “And we beseech you, brethren, 
to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admonish you; 
and to esteem them very highly 
in love for their work’s sake” (1 
Thessalonians 5:12–13).

• “Let the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in the 
word and doctrine” (1 Timothy 5:17).

• “Remember them which have the 
rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the word of God: whose 
faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation … Obey 
them that have the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves: for they 
watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account, that they 
may do it with joy, and not with 
grief: for that is unprofitable for 
you” (Hebrews 13:7, 17).

Indeed, it is our solemn duty to 
honour such servants of the Lord! 
We can do this by showing them 
our respect; another way is by our 
submission to their biblical teaching, 
which involves humility and obedience; 
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a further way is by expressing our 
appreciation through the giving of our 
time and resources to support them, 
including counting them worthy of 
sufficient remuneration. 

A Strong Resolve
True to what the Lord Jesus has said, “A 
prophet is not without honour, save in 
his own country, and in his own house.” 
Many of us tend to become too familiar 
with our pastors and preachers that 
we may have been treating them with 
casualness, and perhaps even contempt!

Frankly, a serious and sincere 
examination of ourselves would tell us 
that we at some point have failed in this 
area of our life. We may have looked 
down on our pastors; refused to listen 
to, yea, even challenged their message; 

resisted their counsel and failed to 
submit to their leadership; even worse, 
mocked them and spoken evil of them. 
May we all repent from such attitudes 
and resolve to honour and respect the 
“prophets” of the Lord (read “pastors 
and teachers” of the church).

Finally, we do well to remember 
the words of our Lord—“He that 
receiveth you receiveth me, and he 
that receiveth me receiveth him that 
sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in 
the name of a prophet shall receive a 
prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth 
a righteous man in the name of a 
righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man’s reward” (Matthew 10:40–41).

REV. REGGOR B. GALARPE serves the 
Lord as the pastor of Gethsemane Bible-
Presbyterian Church, Cebu, the Philippines.
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Search for us @biblewitness and 
stay updated with the latest offerings 
from Bible Witness Media Ministry.
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HONOUR THE CHURCH 
ELDERS!

HONOUR THE
CHURCH ELDERS!

(1 TIMOTHY 5:17)

CORNELIUS KOSHY

God requires us to honour 
spiritual men who serve in 
the office of an “elder”—a title 

derived from its Greek equivalent 
(presbuteros). Elders are, in fact, rulers 
of the church. They are, however, not 
to be regarded as unapproachable 
leaders. Instead, they are to be tenderly 
considered as our spiritual fathers 
(cf. Hebrews 13:17). Just as a child is 
commanded to honour his parents in 
the Lord (Matthew 15:4; Ephesians 6:2), 
a believer is likewise duty-bound to 
honour his church elders. Even when it 
may seem difficult to honour our elders, 
whether it is because of their perceived 

lack of possessed abilities or our 
impassioned disagreement with them, 
the injunction to honour our elders is 
non-negotiable. All ruling elders must 
be honoured—and those who rule well 
are worthy of double honour!

Spiritually Qualified 
Elders Worthy of 
Honour
In a Bible-obeying church, one is 
ordained as an elder only if he possesses 



14       BIBLE WITNESS | HONOUR THE CHURCH ELDERS!

effective spiritual leadership of his 
children (1 Timothy 3:4–5). Having 
proven that he has ruled his house 
well, the ordained elder will then be 
able to rule the house of God together 
with fellow elders, “for if a man know 
not how to rule his own house, how 
shall he take care of the church of 
God?” (1 Timothy 3:5).

By virtue of their meeting the 
stringent spiritual requirements 
stipulated in 1 Timothy 3, Titus 1 and 
1 Peter 5, all elders are equally worthy 
of honour. However, there are some 
elders who labour harder, because of 
their unique calling given by God and 
their unwavering commitment to the 
work of the ministry. Hence the apostle 
Paul’s injunction to the church: “Let 
the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour, especially 

Scriptural stipulation dictates 
that if the church is able, 
diligent labourers must 
certainly be duly rewarded, 
including “the elders that rule 
well”, who are to “be counted 
worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in 
the word and doctrine”.

they who labour in the word and 
doctrine” (1 Timothy 5:17). These elders 
are well deserving of a distinguished, 
“double honour”. An example of such 
doubly honoured elders are those who 
preach the Word. The same are called 
“pastors and teachers” by the apostle 
Paul (Ephesians 4:11).

Honour Includes 
Financial Support
Paul uses “honour” with an additional 
emphasis. In addition to an esteemed 
respect for elders, Paul uses “honour” 
to mean “offering financial support”. 
In 1 Timothy 5:3, Paul calls for believers 
to “honour widows that are widows 
indeed”, i.e. to financially support and 
care for widows who do not have a family 
to look after their daily needs. The same 
“honour” is required for “well-ruling” 
elders who labour in studying and 
expounding God’s Word and biblical 
doctrine. Pastors, who faithfully preach 
the Word, and full-time elders who rule 
the church well, must be financially 
supported by the church.

By way of analogy, Paul illustrates 
the reason why such elders are worthy of 
financial support. In 1 Timothy 5:18, he 
taps on a common agricultural practice, 
which is familiar not only to his times, 
but also to the readers of Scripture—an 
industrious ox, having toiled to pull a 
heavy threshing instrument, desires 
to graze upon the corn, but finds its 
mouth muzzled (cf. Deuteronomy 25:4; 
1 Corinthians 9:9-10)! Such is not only 
a heartbreaking sight to watch, but is 
also a heartless and inhumane cruelty 
to the beast. The elder who rules well 
and labours to preach (in other words, 
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a teaching elder) should have his basic 
necessities for living and for continuity 
of service readily supplied to him, for 
indeed, “The labourer is worthy of his 
reward” (1 Timothy 5:18b).

Labouring Teaching 
Elders Deserving of 
Remuneration
As is often the case, those who labour 
more require more finances, prayers 
and encouragement to sustain their 
service. The church must support 
all full-time pastors (also known as 
teaching elders) who rule well and 
are diligent to divide God’s Word to 
the people. Such a fitting support 
is both honest and humane, being 
commensurate with their labour and 
their needs. The church, therefore, 
should not pay everyone equally. One’s 
pay should not be pegged to academic 
accolades or age. The financial 
support must rightly reflect the 
labourer’s worthy reward.

That diligent full-time elders must 
receive, at the very least, a numerically 
double monetary reward as other full-

time workers, is probably stretching 
Paul’s point a bit too far. Yet, Scriptural 
stipulation dictates that if the church is 
able, diligent labourers must certainly 
be duly rewarded, including “the elders 
that rule well” who are to “be counted 
worthy of double honour, especially 
they who labour in the word and 
doctrine”. Crucially, the church must 
never “muzzle” the mouths of her elders 
and workers by underpaying them, 
and thus denying them the necessary 
maintenance of their livelihood. 
Nonetheless, if the church is unable 
to support her elders and workers, all 
labourers must continue to sacrificially 
serve, not coveting man’s silver, gold or 
apparel (cf. Acts 20:33), nor asserting 
one’s rights (1 Corinthians 9:11-14).

At the end of the day, may Paul’s 
honourable stand be ours as well: 
“What is my reward then? Verily that, 
when I preach the gospel, I may make 
the gospel of Christ without charge, 
that I abuse not my power in the gospel” 
(1 Corinthians 9:18). Amen.
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Singapore. He ministers God’s Word among 
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HONOUR THE
HOARY HEAD!

(LEVITICUS 19:32)

LEE KIM SHONG

“Thou shalt rise up before 
the hoary head, and 
honour the face of the 

old man, and fear thy God: I am the 
LORD” (Leviticus 19:32).

Divine holiness is reflected in the 
different laws given to the children 
of Israel by the LORD in Leviticus 
19. Among these, there is a special 
command to honour the elderly (v. 
32). For sure, God expects us to love 
Him and love our neighbours. A man’s 
godliness should be reflected in how 
he treats others. If he is shoddy or 
disdainful in his treatment of others, 

this man’s profession of faith will not be 
pleasing to God. Our dealings with our 
neighbours convey a sure measurement 
of our God-fearing attitude or the lack 
of it. And that certainly includes our 
disposition towards the old folks.

Precious Experience 
Comes with Age
Scripture makes it clear that our respect 
for the elderly is shown by the very act 
of rising before their presence (v. 32a). 
The elderly are to be honoured for the 

HONOUR THE HOARY HEAD!
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wisdom they have acquired through 
their lifelong experience. They have 
heard much, seen much, and known 
much through their myriad of wise 
(obedient to the Lord) and foolish 
(disobedient to Scriptural counsel) 
responses in life. Through their 
various ups and downs in life, they 
have learnt to be wise.

The elderly should not be written off 
as a liability to the society. They should 
be honoured as God has instructed 
us. Even if they belong to the poor in 
society or are of lowly social status, 
God has told us to give them the due 
honour. Proverbs 16:31 declares, “The 
hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be 
found in the way of righteousness.” 
Similarly, Proverbs 20:29 affirms, “The 
glory of young men is their strength: 
and the beauty of old men is the gray 
head.” The “hoary (or gray) head” has a 

reference to men who are well matured 
in years, resulting in their hair turning 
gray or white. The gray hair of a person, 
which is a mark of his advanced age, 
is regarded as a “crown of glory”. It 
is a distinctive sign of a godly long 
life in the context of Proverbs 16:31. 
The “gray head” is thus a symbol of 
maturity and wisdom. Unquestionably, 
the elderly are to be treated with 
due respect. In biblical times, the 
leadership of communities usually fell 
on those who had proven themselves 
over a long period of time. Therefore, 
older men glory in the dignity and the 
experience of old age.

Ignore Not Precious 
Counsel of the Aged
Now, given their wealth of precious 
experience, if the elderly are not 
regarded as a treasured source of 
wisdom, then the community as a whole 
should be prepared for a great loss. This 
is especially true in the governing of a 
country. No ruler or king or president is 
well able to manage the country’s affairs 
alone. He needs good input of wise 
counsel from older officials who have 
been in the public service for long—“in 
multitude of counsellors there is safety” 
(Proverbs 24:6b). Having been made 
wise through experience, and having 
observed and learnt from mistakes 
made by earlier ruler(s), these senior 
figures could make up an advisory 
council to make good, sound decisions 
for the running of a country. Spurning 
precious counsel of such experienced 
old men could spell disaster.

A sad biblical case in point is seen in 
the life of King Solomon’s successor to 

Unquestionably, the elderly 
are to be treated with due 
respect. In biblical times, the 
leadership of communities 
usually fell on those who had 
proven themselves over a 
long period of time.
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the throne, Rehoboam, who scorned 
the precious counsel of the experienced 
old advisors in the palace (1 Kings 12:6-
8). When the people of Israel came 
to him to request for lower taxes, he 
at first consulted with the old men. 
These had been the counsellors to 
King Solomon, and they could see 
the genuine grievances of the people. 
Therefore, they offered wise counsel 
to Rehoboam to speak good words to 
the people. This would help to keep the 
country in peace. However, Rehoboam 
spurned their wise advice to lighten the 
northern tribes’ burdens. He “forsook 
the counsel of the old men, which they 
had given him, and consulted with the 
young men that were grown up with 
him, and which stood before him … 
And the young men that were grown 
up with him spake unto him, saying, 
Thus shalt thou speak unto this people 
… And now whereas my father did lade 

you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your 
yoke: my father hath chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scorpions” (1 Kings 12:8-11)! The tragic 
result was: “And the king answered the 
people roughly, and forsook the old 
men’s counsel that they gave him” (1 
Kings 12:13). The manner of his speech 
reflected his merciless attitude. As a 
result, the ten tribes from the north 
chose to cut themselves off from 
southern Judah, resulting in Israel’s 
divided kingdom (cf. 1 Kings 12:16-19).

Oh, what a loss, which all originated 
from not heeding the wise counsel of 
those who are matured in years and, 
therefore, seasoned in life.

REV. LEE KIM SHONG serves as a 
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HONOUR THE PARENTS!
(EPHESIANS 6:2)

TAN KIAN SING

“Honour thy father and 
mother” (Ephesians 
6:2). What does it mean 

to honour our parents? Are there 
conditions, exceptions and limits to 
honouring them? How long ought we 
to comply with this divine instruction? 
What about when we become married, 
or when we are of age?

This command to honour our 
parents is the fifth of what we call the 
Ten Commandments, given by God to 
His people through Moses. It is meant 
for every child of God (note the singular 

second person pronoun “thy”) to obey, 
both adults and children.

Honour Involves 
Attitude and Action
The word “honour” is an action word. 
It is an order, not a choice, and is in the 
present tense. That is to say, children 
are to honour their parents always and 
actively. And this will not come to an 
end even when the son or daughter gets 
married, or becomes a parent himself 
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or herself. “Honouring” concerns our 
attitude, which should be manifest in 
our relationship with our parents.

Now, what exactly does it mean to 
honour our parents? Honouring your 
father and mother is shown through 
the respectful words and actions that 
stem from an inward attitude of esteem 
for their position. Children of all ages 
should honour their parents, regardless 
of whether their parents “deserve” 
honour or not. The Greek word (timaō) 
for “honour” means to revere, prize 
and value. Honour is giving respect 
not only for merit (for who they are), 
but also by virtue of rank (because 
they are more senior).

We are obliged to honour 
our parents always, even 
as grown-up children. We 
need to continue to honour 
them by caring for them and 
respecting them in their old 
age. Honouring our parents 
is to continue even after we 
have established our own 
families.

In practical terms, to honour includes 
showing reverence and piety, as well 
as providing for our parents when they 
can no longer provide for themselves. 
It is to care for our own parents in their 
declining years. We note that Jesus 
condemned the generation of His day 
who were mistreating their parents and 
not giving to them as they should. They 
did not honour their parents as had 
been commanded. They had violated 
the fifth commandment in their lack 
of care for their elderly parents. They 
tried to absolve themselves from their 
filial responsibility by saying that 
the share they were supposed to keep 
for them was to be offered to God as 
“Corban” (that is to say, a gift) [Mark 
7:11b]. Jesus roundly rebuked them, 
“Full well ye reject the commandment 
of God, that ye may keep your own 
tradition. For Moses said, Honour thy 
father and thy mother ... but ye say, If 
a man shall say to his father or mother, 
It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by 
whatsoever thou mightest be profited 
by me; he shall be free. And ye suffer 
him no more to do ought (anything) 
for his father or his mother; making 
the word of God of none effect through 
your tradition” (Mark 7:9–13). Indeed, 
“if any provide not for his own, and 
specially for those of his own house, he 
hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel” (1 Timothy 5:8)!

Honour Parents in 
the Lord
How long does the duty to honour 
one’s parents remain in force? We are 
obliged to honour our parents always, 
even as grown-up children. We need 
to continue to honour them by caring 
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for them and respecting them 
in their old age. Honouring our 
parents is to continue even after 
we have established our own 
families. We ought to continue to 
show reverence to them and act 
lovingly towards them as they are 
our parents for life.

What if in the process of 
honouring our parents, we find 
ourselves having to compromise 
our upholding of Christian faith 
and testimony? Honouring 
parents should not make us fail 
to honour God and sin against 
Him. If for some reason we are 
pressured to put our parents over 
God, we should make our stand. 
However, we are to do so with 
gentleness and, in so doing, we 
will still be honouring them (cf. 
Matthew 12:46-50; Luke 2:41-52).

In a nutshell, God commands 
us to honour our parents. 
Even when we have become 
independent adults, or have 
established our own families, we 
still need to continue honouring 
our parents. However, we are 
never to worship them, nor to 
dishonour God in our undue 
honouring of the parents. Did 
not Jesus pointedly declare: “He 
that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me” 
(Matthew 10:37a)? While we are 
to honour our parents throughout 
life, we are to obey them only in 
the Lord (cf. Ephesians 6:1).

REV. TAN KIAN SING is 
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Presbyterian Church, Singapore.
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GIVING HONOUR 
UNTO THE WIFE!

(1 PETER 3:7)

DONALD DELA CRUZ

Holy matrimony is designed by 
God, with divine principles 
to be followed in order for the 

relationship between husband and 
wife to flourish. While 1 Peter 3:1–6 
consist of instructions to Christian 
wives, concerning their submitting to 
their own husbands and their need to 
pursue true beauty, verse 7 is addressed 
to Christian husbands on how to 
live honourably with their wives and 
build a godly home—“Likewise, ye 
husbands, dwell with them according 
to knowledge, giving honour unto the 
wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as 

being heirs together of the grace of life; 
that your prayers be not hindered.”

The word “dwell” in the first part of 
v. 7 means “reside together as a family”. 
The phrase “according to knowledge” 
(v. 7a) gives us the anticipation that 
the apostle Peter is about to elaborate 
on biblical principles needed to build 
a godly home. “Except the LORD build 
the house, they labour in vain that build 
it” (Psalm 127:1a). Such principles are in 
contrast to the practices and lifestyles 
of our modern society which encourage 
everyone to be disobedient to God. The 
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world and the prince of this world (the 
devil) have succeeded in convincing 
the majority of women to change 
the design of God. They have been 
deluded into thinking that spending 
time with their employer’s company 
is worth more than being with their 
family. Earning money seems to give 
them greater sense of self-fulfilment. 
Unfortunately, the husbands of these 
deluded women are in tacit agreement. 
They extol the benefits of the “double-
income principle” to hide their own 
irresponsibility, and replaced God’s 
infallible counsel with the curse of 
mammon. Even Christian families 
are not spared from this worldly 
philosophy that will lead to family 
disintegration. O Christian husbands, 
pay heed to the apostle Peter’s 
instruction on how to treat your wives 
in an honourable manner!

Honouring the 
Weaker Vessel
“Honour” comes from the Greek 
word (timē), which is also translated 
elsewhere in Scripture as “price” (cf. 1 
Corinthians 6:20) and “precious” (cf. 
1 Peter 2:7). “As it is written, There is 
none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 
3:10); every man in his natural state 
is an enemy of God on whom God 
puts no value. However, when the 
Lord calls a person unto repentance, 
he becomes valuable and precious in 
the sight of God, because he has been 
redeemed by the blood of Christ. “For 
ye are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 
6:20). A Christian’s honour is God-
given because it is God who puts value 
and honour onto every believer. Every 
husband must be reminded that his 
wife is likewise precious in the sight of 
God, and should be highly esteemed.

In describing the wife as “the weaker 
vessel”, the apostle Peter here does 
not teach that husbands are superior 
to their wives; both share equality in 
the eyes of God. The Greek word for 
“weaker” is also used in 1 Corinthians 
12:22, where it is translated as “more 
feeble”. In other words, Peter draws out 
the fact that women are “weaker” in 
terms of strength, and should be shown 
special consideration by their physically 
stronger spouse. The direct translation 
can be rendered this way: “as to a 
weaker vessel—to the wife—imparting 
or giving honour” (v. 7b). Peter 
therefore is teaching every Christian 
husband that the way of giving honour 
unto his wife is by recognising her as 
the weaker vessel, and thereby treating 

It is the Lord who chooses 
a wife for a godly Christian 
man, with the main purpose 
of accomplishing God’s will. 
A godly wife, therefore, is a 
chosen instrument to help the 
husband carry out his God-
given duties.
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her as such. The word “vessel” has a 
variety of meanings, but when it is 
used metaphorically (in association 
with God’s people), it means “a chosen 
instrument”. The same meaning is 
conveyed in Acts 9:15, where Paul was 
designated as a “chosen vessel” unto 
God to preach the Gospel unto the 
Gentiles. It is the Lord who chooses a 
wife for a godly Christian man, with the 
main purpose of accomplishing God’s 
will. A godly wife, therefore, is a chosen 
instrument to help the husband carry 
out his God-given duties. Biblically 
speaking, a wife is a suitable “help-
meet” (cf. Genesis 2:18) for her husband.

Ascribing Honour to 
the Weaker Vessel
Knowing the weaker frame of the 
wife, the husband has the duty to 
protect and provide for his wife. The 
Lord has bestowed the husband with 
greater strength, both physically and 
emotionally, for the purpose of toiling 
and working (cf. Genesis 3:19). Every 
husband must be the breadwinner of 
the family. He must look unto the Lord 
for strength and prospects of gainful 
employment. When the Lord provides 
the opportunity, he must be willing to 
toil and labour to provide for the family.

Simply put, the husband gives 
honour unto the wife when he provides 
for her needs. By doing so, she can 
then be “free” to fulfil her duty as the 
homemaker and his “help-meet”. The 
husband must provide food, raiment 
and other basic necessities so that the 
wife may have the means to maintain 
a godly home. This is not only limited 
to physical things, but also to spiritual 

and other family matters. The Bible 
instructs the husband to teach his wife 
and children. He must study God’s 
Word diligently to be able to guide the 
family in truth and righteousness. He 
must not demean or put down the wife 
in front of their children, so that she will 
be respected. He must provide a safe and 
peaceful place for the family to flourish. 
He must provide sufficient financial 
support to the family, so that the wife 
will not have to struggle to budget for 
the needful family expenses or to find 
ways to supplement the family income.

There is great wisdom when the Lord 
commands the ladies to be “keepers at 
home” (Titus 2:5). This is not to restrain 
the use of their abilities, but rather for 
their protection. Many working ladies, 
faced with a demanding workload, 
encounter much stress at work. While 
they may not be able to express their 
frustration in front of their bosses, they 
would surely bring their unhappiness 
back when they get home. The husband 
and children may consequently have 
to bear the brunt of their grievances 
and gripes. Women cannot carry the 
burden of working outside because 
God had not designed them for it. 
The husband actually honours the 
wife when he lets her stay protected 
within the house. Wise indeed is that 
husband who honours his wife by 
providing for the family, and thereby 
helping the wife to fulfil her God-given 
duties within the family.

Consequences of Not 
Giving Honour
The Word of God warns the husband 
that his prayers will be hindered when 
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he does not give honour to the wife (v. 
7c). The prayers of the husband will not 
be heard by the Lord because his refusal 
to honour the wife erects a barrier 
between him and God. It is a sin when 
husbands do not value their wives. 
Prayer, which serves as the Christian’s 
vital connection towards the Heavenly 
Father, can only be hindered by one 
thing—and that is sin.

A husband who is negligent of his 
duties will not be respected at home. 
Strife and quarrels will ensue in the 
house when the husband is abusive, 
irresponsible, lazy and disrespectful 
of the wife’s value. Such a couple could 
not join together in prayer under those 
difficult circumstances. Such is also 
the case when the wife is busy working 
outside the home in the world. All her 
limited strength and energy, instead of 
being showered on her home, will be 

channelled to her employer’s company. 
The tragic result is that she will have 
less time to meet the needs of her 
family members, and to commune and 
bond with them. Needless to say, the 
family will have limited time to pray 
together in this set-up.

Oh, may the Christian couple repent 
and change their behaviour so that the 
line of communication to God may 
be re-established, and God’s intended 
blessings flow through the lives of the 
Christian couple, “being heirs together 
of the grace of life”. It begins with the 
husband doing the right thing—by 
“giving honour unto the wife, as unto 
the weaker vessel”. Amen.

DONALD DELA CRUZ is a preacher of 
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HONOUR THE WIDOWS
(1 TIMOTHY 5:3)

EDSEL LOCOT

In obedience to the instructions of 
God, the apostle Paul made it clear 
that widows must be honoured. 

He instructed Timothy to “[h]onour 
widows that are widows indeed” (1 
Timothy 5:3). The word “honour” in 
this context signifies the expressing 
of esteem by material and financial 
support. Paul specified that it is only 
given to genuine widows (i.e. “widows 
indeed”), who are truly in need, and 
had no family to sustain them.

So, Timothy must know how to 
discern who are the widows worthy to 
receive “honour” and who are not, so 
that the resources of the church will 
not be wasted. Matthew Henry rightly 
said, “Charity misplaced is a great 

hindrance to true charity; there should 
be prudence in the choice of the objects 
of charity, that it may not be thrown 
away upon those who are not properly 
so, that there may be the more for those 
who are real objects of charity.”

Charity Begins 
at Home
The apostle Paul made it very clear 
to Timothy that the responsibility 
of supporting a widow lies first with 
her family (v. 4). Piety must be first 
shown at home. A Christian man or 
woman who has a widow living in the 
family is to support her, “for that is 
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good and acceptable before God”. This 
is also to spare the church from being 
unnecessarily burdened. “If any man 
or woman that believeth have widows, 
let them relieve them, and let not the 
church be charged; that it may relieve 
them that are widows indeed” (v. 16). 
The family members and loved ones 
must first care for and honour their 
own widows. If a believer does not 
materially support or care for his own 
widow, “(especially) for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel” (v. 8)!

Barnes commented, “Even the 
pagans acknowledged the obligation 
to provide for their relatives. This was 
one of the great laws of nature written 
on their hearts, and a law which they 
felt bound to obey. Nature dictates 
that to everyone, his own children and 
relatives should be most dear. Every 
man should take care of his own family. 
A Christian should not be inferior to 
an unbeliever in respect to any virtue.” 
A Christian who professes faith in the 
holy and just God must show piety 
at home by honouring and caring 
for his aged parents.

Traits of 
True Widows
Notwithstanding, the church has a 
responsibility to look out for and help 
those widows who are genuinely in 
need. Who are the widows “qualified” 
to receive honour and support? The 
qualifications (or prerequisites) are cited 
by Paul in 1 Timothy 5:5—“Now she that 
is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth 
in God, and continueth in supplications 
and prayers night and day.”

Firstly, she is known to be desolate, 
that is, having no family to take care 
of her basic needs (v. 5a). She has no 
children or other descendants; there 
is none on whom she could depend for 
support (though she knows full well 
that she can depend wholly upon the 
Lord God Almighty). Here is where the 
family of God comes in. The church 
will not support widows who have 
children and loved ones at home. 
The church should only support and 
honour widows who have no family 
to take care of them.

Secondly, she ought to possess 
certain spiritual qualities (v. 5b). She 
“trusteth in God”. Having no earthly 
reliance and no one else to look to, she 
steadily looks to God for consolation 
and support. She lives her Christian 
life faithfully. Her true source of joy 
and comfort is the one living and 
true God. As such, she “continueth in 
supplications and prayers night and 
day”. She commits herself to prayer 
unto God—not just for herself, but 
also for others in the church and 
community. The Bible speaks of one 
such exemplary worthy widow named 
Anna, who “departed not from the 
temple, but served God with fastings 
and prayers night and day” (as recorded 
for us in Luke 2:36-37). 

That’s not all; other prerequisites 
have to be considered as well. She has to 
be 60 years of age and above, as well 
as “having been the wife of one man” 
(v. 9). This implies marital fidelity, 
and that there has been no divorce or 
polygamy in her past. Furthermore, 
she must be “well reported of for good 
works” (v. 10). In other words, she has 
had a good testimony of hospitality, 
and has been known to “do good unto all 
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men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). 
She has been kind to others; surely 
kindness should be extended to her in 
her time of adversity (cf. Luke 6:38).

Traits of 
Unworthy Widows
On the other hand, the church is to 
discern those widows who are unworthy 
to receive honour. Those who indulge 
in a carnal and luxurious lifestyle, 
having “lived in (worldly) pleasure” (v. 
6) are to be excluded. Such widows are 
as good as spiritually dead. Besides, the 
church should also refuse widows who 
are “idle”, “tattlers” (i.e. gossipers) and 
“busybodies” (v. 13).

Moreover, the same stance is 
taken regarding widows who are 
comparatively younger, that is below 
60 years of age. They are not past the 
age of marriage and may still remarry, 
which (if in the context of a Christian 
marriage) is acceptable in the sight 
of God (v. 14). However, younger 
widows who rebel against Christ, in 
that they remarry outside of His will 
(i.e. by marrying people of whom the 
Lord disapproves), is abomination in 
the sight of God (v. 11). In particular, 
a younger widow (who still has great 
physical desire to have a family) may 
indiscriminately marry an unbeliever. 
Such is said to be “having damnation” 
(v. 12). When a widow remarries 
outside of the will of the Lord, she 
incurs judgment (damnation) from 
the Lord because she has “cast off ” her 
first faith, in that she has put aside the 
biblical principle of separation from 
sin and her loyalty to Christ. Because of 

these reasons, younger widows should 
be discreetly excluded from receiving 
support and honour from the church.

Conclusion
Scripture clearly instructs believers to 
give honour unto widows. So, let every 
man and woman who professes faith 
in Christ honour widows at home, if 
any. It must be done with great joy 
and zeal, being a follower of Christ. 
God forbid that any Christian should 
forsake widows and aged parents; “… 
despise not thy mother when she is old” 
(Proverbs 23:22b). Let the house of every 
Christian be a God-honouring family, 
with children honouring widows 
indeed at home. Unquestionably, next 
to the home, the role to honour widows 
who are widows indeed is also given to 
the church. The church must carry the 
burden to maintain and sustain those 
who are widows indeed in the church, 
even encouraging them to serve in the 
church with purity of heart and with 
unfeigned faith. Amen.

EDSEL LOCOT is a preacher of Gethsemane 
Bible-Presbyterian Mission Church, Bohol, 
the Philippines.





HONOUR ALL MEN
(1 PETER 2:17)
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Christians, at the time of Peter’s 
writing of his first epistle, were 
confronted with persecution 

from both the Jews and the heathen. The 
bigoted Jews pressured them to adhere 
to the legalistic practices and traditions 
of the Jewish religion. The heathen, on 
the other hand, wanted Christians to 
join hand in hand with them in their 
wicked and sinful practices. But because 
they stood fast in the faith, they had to 
endure severe trying of their faith and 
were in “heaviness through manifold 
temptations” (1 Peter 1:6b). Among 
other things, Christians in the first 
century faced oppression, ridicule, 
contempt, discrimination, and all sorts 
of derogatory treatment, which demean 
their person and profession. In short, 

they were accorded with anything but 
honour. Under such circumstances, 
men were wont to repay evil with evil, 
dishonour with dishonour.

However, Christians should not 
go along with the tide of this world, 
by reacting tit for tat in dealing with 
fellow men. The apostle Peter exhorted 
Christians to “[h]onour all men” (1 Peter 
2:17). This is to be the duty of every 
Christian. The word “honour” means 
to esteem, to reverence, to value. Now, 
one might conscientiously ask, “What 
esteem or value might such men (who 
demean and dishonour Christians) 
merit, that we should honour them?” 
While we (to a large extent) don’t 
have a problem extending honour to 
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those who are good to us, we on the 
contrary find it difficult to honour 
those who revile and ridicule us. Be that 
as it may, once we understand man’s 
place in God’s creation and perceive 
man’s place in God’s heart, whatever 
objection we may have to Peter’s 
injunction should dissipate.

Man’s Place in 
Creation
When God began His work of creation 
by His command, a familiar phrase 
is used by God from the first until 
the sixth day. The phrase, “Let there 

be”, and suchlike terms were used in 
reference to those things created, such 
as light, firmament, dry land, grass, 
creatures in the sea, air and on land. But 
when it came to the creation of man, 
a divine consultation is highlighted 
in Genesis 1:26, “And God said, Let us 
make man…” The importance of man’s 
creation was evidently emphasised 
in the mutual consultation in the 
work of creation by the three Persons 
of the Triune Godhead.

Man can be said to be the crowning 
glory of God’s creation. During the 
creation week, it was mentioned by 
Scripture that at the end of some days 
of creation, “God saw that it was good” 
(cf. Genesis 1:25b). But on the sixth and 
last day of creation, culminating in 
man’s creation, it was said, “And God 
saw every thing that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). 
Everything that God has created from 
the first day—up until before man was 
created (on the sixth day)—was for 
man to enjoy and have dominion over. 
“And God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth” (Genesis 1:26). Man has 
been entrusted by God to be a steward 
over all His creation.

Man is distinct and unique from 
the rest of God’s creation; man is 
made in the image of God. The image 
and likeness of God in man is in the 
immaterial part of man. Man is able 
to think and decide. Being endued 
with an immortal soul, man can also 
possess that “which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness” 

Though man is worthy of 
death, yet God commended 
His love towards man by not 
withholding His only begotten 
Son to die as a sacrificial 
atonement for man’s sin. 
What an honour God hath 
bestowed upon man! 
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(Ephesians 4:24). All these make man 
unlike any of the other creatures 
God had created. Man is therefore 
to be honoured because of what God 
has created man to be. The psalmist 
declares, “What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him? and the son of man, 
that thou visitest him? For thou hast 
made him a little lower than the angels, 
and hast crowned him with glory and 
honour” (Psalm 8:4-5).

Man’s Place in the 
Heart of God
Although man occupied a prominent 
place in God’s creation order, man did 
not live up to what God desired and 
commanded of him. Man disobeyed 
and sinned. Because of this, the image of 
God in man was tainted and distorted; 
God’s purpose and intent in man was 
warped. Man became a disgrace and 
worthy of death because of sin—“For 
the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 
Nonetheless, man has a place in the 
heart of God, in that “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16). Though man is worthy 
of death, yet God commended His love 
towards man by not withholding His 
only begotten Son to die as a sacrificial 
atonement for man’s sin. What an 
honour God hath bestowed upon man! 
Through Christ’s death as a sacrifice 
offered to the justice and majesty of 
God, God has redeemed man from 
disgrace and dishonour through Christ.

When Jesus was on earth, He had 
no disdain and contempt upon men. 
Though the Jews ridiculed and vilified 

Him, yet Jesus had compassion upon 
them. He healed them, fed them and did 
many signs and wonders among them, 
in spite of the Jews’ ill-treatment and 
disdain. When the Jews cried out for His 
crucifixion, Jesus demonstrated His love 
for them by uttering (while hanging 
on the cross), “Father, forgive them!”. 
Jesus Christ gave up His life for all 
men. On this darkest point in depraved 
man’s history, we may also say with the 
psalmist, “What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him? and the son of man, 
that thou visitest him?” (Psalm 8:4).

Conclusion
We cannot obey Peter’s injunction 
on the basis of honouring man 
per se. When we look upon the 
depravity of man, there is difficulty 
in honouring all men. We must see 
man from God’s perspective, in order 
to be able to honour all men. All glory 
and honour be to God!

ELIEZER ORTEGA is an elder  of 
Gethsemane Bible-Presbyterian Church, Cebu. 
He serves the Lord as a preacher in Gethsemane 
Bible-Presbyterian Mission Churches in Bogo 
and San Antonio, the Philippines.

Part A: set; over; before; go; lead; 
bring; Take; lay; set; before; give; put

Part B: full of the spirit of wisdom; 
hearkened unto him

Answers to Bible Trivia—Numbers 27 
(Vol. 21, Iss. 5, p. 29)
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BIBLE TRIVIA (NUMBERS 31:1–31)

BIBLE TRIVIA 
NUMBERS 31:1–31

SARAH YONG

We have learned from Numbers 25, that the Midianites had caused the 
Israelites to turn from God and worship idols. Here in Numbers 31, 
the LORD is seen to have instructed Moses to avenge the children of 
Israel on the Midianites. 

Read the respective verses, and then fill in each blank with a word 
from each text to complete the statements below.

1. Every tribe was to send a t _ _ _ _ _ _ _ men to be armed for war 
against the Midianites. (v. 4) 

2. A total of t _ _ _ _ _ thousand men fought against the Midianites. 
(v. 5) 

3. F _ _ _ kings of Midian were killed by the sword, including Balaam 
the false prophet. (v. 8) 

4. All the women and children of Midian were taken as c _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 
(v. 9) 

5. The cities were destroyed by f _ _ _, but the cattle and goods were 
kept. (vv. 9b-10)

6. Moses was w _ _ _ _ with the decision of the officers and captains to 
save all the women alive. (v. 14-15) 

7. Moses told them to keep alive only the virgin women, but k _ _ _ the 
others. (vv. 17-18) 

8. Eleazar the priest ordered the various metals to be put through the 
fire, and be p _ _ _ _ _ _ _. (v. 21-23)

9. The people were also instructed to wash their clothes on the s _ _ _ 
_ _ _ day and be clean before coming into the camp. (v. 24) 

10. Moses was also commanded to divide the prey (or plunder) into 
various portions, and set aside some as an o _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (gnireffo) 
unto the LORD. (v. 27-29)
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“Praise God that those lawless 
men have finally left. At least 
for now, we can continue 
our outreach to the natives 
here in Wuchen!” Hudson 
said, grinning broadly.

“Yes, thank God for a timely 
deliverance!” added Rev. Burns, 
looking happy and relieved.

After a quick lunch, they went 
on to preach to a large crowd 
that had gathered onshore. All 
eyes were fixed on Rev. Burns 
and Hudson as they shared the 
glad tidings of salvation through 
Christ, who was crucified and 
rose again on the third day. 
Then they went on to visit the 
teashops to preach the Gospel 
to the natives who were regulars 
there. Many seemed joyful 
to hear the Good News.

On their way back to their 
boats, they managed to reach out 
to a barber, who permitted them 
to stick a few copies of tracts on 
the walls of his shop so that future 

HUDSON TAYLOR 
(1832-1905) PART X
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customers would read about God’s gift of salvation to sinners who trust 
in Him. There was also a very earnest shopkeeper named Yao, who 
actually approached them and begged for books to read so that he 
might know more about God’s way and His righteousness. Following 
that, they had the pleasure of speaking a word for Christ to two officials 
from the magistrate’s office and even a Buddhist priest who confessed 
to Hudson, saying, “I realise now that there is no truth in my religion. 
There is also no hope in death for us.” Hudson prayed in his heart that 
this dejected man might give his life to Christ very soon.

A day later, in the evening, Rev. Burns and Hudson proceeded to 
the teashops again to spread the Word. As they set off, Rev. Burns 
turned to Hudson and said, “I was thinking that we should go in the 
opposite direction today, so that those who live there may have an 
opportunity to hear the Gospel. How’s that to you?”

“I am fine with that. Let’s go,” Hudson replied.

A short while into the journey, both felt moved in their hearts to 
return to the usual teashop, in case the regular customers were 
expecting them. Upon reaching the teashop a little later that evening, 
Hudson remarked, “Look, Rev. Burns, there are less people here 
than we have thought!”

“That’s true. I wonder where they’ve gone to?” Rev. Burns glanced 
around the teashop with a puzzled expression on his face. “These who 
are here do not appear to be serious listeners. Maybe we should go 
back to our boats soon,” he advised.

“Yes, I think we will do just that,” Hudson nodded in agreement.
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As soon as the two missionaries reached their boats, they noticed 
that none of the boatmen was around. The night grew cold and dark. 
Hudson felt a shiver down his spine. Suddenly, in the pitch darkness, 
they sighted a boat slowly approaching them. As the boat drew near, 
Hudson recognised the lone boatman to be one of those who had 
accompanied them on the mission trip. Hudson was about to call out to 
the boatman when the latter quickly put a finger to his lips and raised his 
right palm as an indication to wait. The boat came to a halt next to the 
missionaries’ boat, and the boatman spoke in a near whisper, “Mr Burns 
and Mr Taylor, do you know that some bad men are waiting to destroy 
our boats? Teacher Sung (who was a convert) will tell you more about it 
later.” In a shaky voice, Hudson said, “Oh, the wickedness of it all! May 
God have mercy to save their souls from damnation.” Rev. Burns stood 
by, his eyes grew wide with concern.

Just then, Teacher Sung arrived with their native helpers, Tsien and 
Kuei-hua. He related the frightening incident to both missionaries: “A 
man posing as a constable came just now demanding ten dollars and 
a certain amount of opium. This man also mentioned that there were 
more than 50 salt smugglers waiting at a nearby teashop for a reply to 
the request. In addition, they asked for cash of 300 dollars as tea money 
(bribe). If we do not follow up on their demands, they would wreak our 
boats! We explained that both of you are poor preachers and not opium 
dealers, but he was not convinced. I was forced to look for you at the 
usual teahouse. Thank God you were nowhere to be found. The man 
left after that, but warned us that he might return anytime.” Hudson 
was amazed at what they had heard. “How great is our God indeed! He 
knows what lies ahead of us and has providentially delivered us from 
an ugly encounter!” declared Hudson, his heart full of thanksgiving and 
gratitude to God. Rev. Burns could not have agreed more.

As night fell, the boatmen cautioned the missionaries, “Let’s travel 
separately in the dark for a while, in case those wicked men detect us 
and we will be in trouble. We will follow at a safe distance and rejoin you 
when the coast is clear.” Eventually, when everyone gathered together, 
both missionaries shared God’s Word (from the entire Psalm 91) with 
their native helpers and the rest of the boatmen. They were reminded of 
God’s protection and help in times of great danger. One of them was so 
moved by verse 5 of the Psalm that he recited: “Thou shalt not be afraid 
for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day”. “This is so 
true in our situation. Remember: God is our hiding place and our shield, 
as Psalm 119:114 says,” added Hudson. Immediately, another chipped 
in, “God’s Word is always so sweet and comforting!” Time sped by as 
they meditated on God’s Word and encouraged one another. Soon it 
was daybreak, and everyone was glad to be kept safe and sound by 
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the Almighty God who “neither slumber nor sleep” (Psalm 121:4). Rev. 
Burns and Hudson were soon on their way back to Shanghai.

Not long after they had arrived at Shanghai, the missionaries started 
making plans to go inland again with new supplies of Christian literature 
and cash. In the meantime, they kept in touch with Dr Medhurst, who 
often held prayer meetings for missionaries at his place. During one 
such meeting, Rev. Burns and Hudson met Captain Bowers, a Christian 
sea captain. In a clear and passionate voice, Captain Bowers spoke to 
the missionaries, “There is a great need for missionaries to preach the 
Gospel in Swatow. Very often, I carry cargoes and passengers in my 
ship to this southern port. It is truly a wicked place where many greedy 
people sell opium and engage in the coolie trade (whereby coolies are 
sold as slaves). Also on Double Island, 5 miles out of Swatow, captains 
of opium shops and foreigners own lands and houses, and their evil 
ways add to the increasing sinful activities that are already present 
there!” There was silence in the meeting room, save for the ticking of 
a clock at one corner, as all missionaries present listened intently to 
Captain Bowers sharing his great burden for Swatow.

“Swatow is in a most pitiful spiritual state. The people certainly 
need the Gospel. I wonder…” Hudson’s thoughts were interrupted as 
Captain Bowers continued his plea for Swatow.

“Right now, there is no witness for Christ in Swatow. In fact, there 
is not a single missionary or minister anywhere near this sin-infested 
place! Oh, may the Lord send our British missionaries here in China to 
preach God’s righteousness and repentance from sins in Swatow!”
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Captain Bowers’ words sank deep into Hudson’s heart. He recognised 
God’s call for him to go to Swatow. However, he reasoned within himself, 
“Going to Swatow would mean that I have to part ways with Rev. Burns. 
He has been such a wonderful spiritual father to me for the past few 
months and I long to continue in this sweet fellowship with such a great 
saint of God. How can I then leave for Swatow now? Surely it is not 
God’s will that I should depart from my spiritual father at this time?” 
For many days, Hudson felt miserable as he struggled with the rising 
rebellion within his heart against God’s call to Swatow.

One evening, Hudson and Rev. Burns visited Rev. R. Lowrie of the 
American Presbyterian Mission, which was at the south gate of Shanghai. 
They had a good fellowship over tea and once that was over, Mrs Lowrie 
sang a song, entitled “The Missionary Call”. It was the first time that 
Hudson had heard such a song, yet its lyrics stirred his heart to the point 
that he felt it was going to break apart. Hudson knew he had to yield 
to God’s call to Swatow, so he bowed before His Lord and in the words 
of the song, he said:

“And I will go;
I may no longer doubt to give up friends and idol hopes,
And every tie that binds my heart...
Henceforth then it matters not if storm or sunshine be my earthly lot, 
bitter or sweet my cup;
I only pray, God make me holy, and my spirit nerve for the 
stern hour of strife.”

That night, after they had left the home of Mr and Mrs Lowrie, 
Hudson was anxious to inform Rev. Burns of his decision to heed God’s 
call to Swatow. With a heavy heart, Hudson told Rev. Burns, “Today the 
Lord convicted me that I should go to Swatow to preach the Gospel. 
For days, I did not yield to His call because I was reluctant to part with 
you, my spiritual father. However, tonight I am convicted in my heart 
that regardless of my personal comfort or loss of fellowship with you, I 
have to obey the Father’s voice.” By now, Hudson was so overcome with 
great sadness that tears began streaming down his face.

“Oh Hudson, do not be sorrowful,” Rev. Burns said tenderly, giving 
Hudson a light pat on his arm. “Never forget that our loving God is 
always our Father, whether in heaven or on earth. He is always with you, 
and you must look to Him more than you would seek my company.”

Turning red in the face, Hudson replied, “Thank you, Rev. Burns for 
the rebuke. Yes, I must ‘seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face 
evermore’ (Psalm 105:4)!”



(To be continued)
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“Absolutely! At times, the Lord works in mysterious ways. In fact, He 
spoke to me too, about going to Swatow. I was just about to tell you 
the news. However, you beat me to it!” he chuckled. For a moment, 
Hudson stared open-mouthed at that sudden news.

“This is incredible! Only God can make this possible!” Hudson 
exclaimed in delight. “Indeed, God is great!”

“Shall we then inform Captain Bowers of our plan to serve in Swatow 
right away tomorrow? I’m sure he’ll be pleased to know that God has 
answered his prayers for the needs of Swatow,” Rev. Burns said, as a 
wide smile spread across his face…

Retold from:
• “To China With Love” by Hudson Taylor, published by Dimension Books, Bethany 
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